
 

 

MayñJune 2023 

Commanderôs Message 
  Dylan M. Phillips, Commander, Alexandria Council of Kadosh 

I would like to take this opportunity as a new Officer to introduce myself to the  
larger Valley Body by sharing some thoughts I have regarding the purpose and  
value of being a part of the Masons and the Scottish Rite. While ritual is an integral 
part of what has kept our organization lasting and thriving for centuries, reciting lines 
and showing up for stated meetings/one-day conferrals is not what makes us a 
brotherhood. Rather, I would like my fellow brothers to take some time to reflect on 
why we are Masons and the obligations we now have from being conferred with 
such a great and important privilege as being a member of the Fraternity. 
 

The Masons are a secretive, but not so secretive organization. We Masons are often thought of as a 
secretive organization with some sort of hidden agenda. We do keep some rituals hidden from the 
public eye; however, throughout the history of the Fraternity, its most important aspectsðwhich are 
often thought to be kept secret from outsidersðare not only not secretive, but also the dissemination 
of the message of such to the public is one of the Fraternity's goals.  
 

So what are the Fraternityôs most important aspects? Those are best demonstrated by the  
delineation of the Fraternity's history.

1
 

 

The exact details of the formation of the fraternity in terms of why, when, and by whom it was  
created are still up for debate but the history of the Fraternity still sets forth a clear pattern for why it 
began and continues to exist. The oldest known document of Masonic origin is the Halliwell  
Manuscript, also called Regius Poem, which is thought to date back to 1390.

2
  It is essentially a  

direction as to how society can be best governed through the promotion of good governance.
3
  This 

good governance concerns peoples' moral behavior, regularly showing respect to a higher power, 
and how to perform work at a building site.

4
 

 

Master Masons are not documented as coming into existence until the early 1700s.
5
  As early as  

1733,  ñScotch Masonsô Lodgeò was documented as existing.
6
  The "Scotch" or "Scottish" designation 

refers to the conferral upon certain Master Masons of ethical teachings and philosophy as to how to 
essentially be a more valuable contributor to society.

7 

 

Despite the name of the degrees, the concept of the Scottish Rite as a compilation of these earned 
Scotch designations was a creation thought by historians to have originated in Paris, France.

8 
Around 

the same time as the origin of the Scotch degrees, Masonic ideas began to spread in America,  
beginning in Boston, Massachusetts, which promoted notions of civic responsibility and ethical  
behavior.

9
 

 

The American Revolution was then fought until 1783 when Britain accepted defeat by the Colonies 
through the virtue of the Treaty of Paris.

10
  The Masonic lodge, known as Alexandria Lodge No. 22, 

then attracted many of the Revolutionary War's officers, and by 1788, these officers elected George 
Washington to become their founding Master.

11
  George Washington then rose to become one of the 

most prolific Masons in the organizationôs history alongside other members of his lodge who were 
greatly influential in establishing our Republic.                           (Continued on Page 2.) 
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George Washington described the object of Masonry as follows: 
 

To enlarge the sphere of social happiness is worthy of the benevolent design of 
a Masonic institution; and it is most fervently to be wished, that the conduct of 
every member of the fraternity, as well as those publications, that discover the 
principles which actuate them, may tend to convince mankind that the grand ob-
ject of Masonry is to promote the happiness of the human race. 
 

 George Washington, Letter to the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons for the  
Commonwealth of Massachusetts (January 1793). 
 

To date, the ideas of Masonry have remained consistent. The Scottish Rite Creed currently provides 
that ñhuman progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our 
mission, and the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal.ò

12
  Nothing 

about this creed is meant to be kept secret.  
 

The history of Masonry consists of many extraordinary individuals and secretive rituals, but the  
goal of our organization is simple and has always been kept open to the public; that being the goal  
of progressing society as a whole by each individual promoting his fellow man. Masonry provides 
certain non-public rituals for advancing the ethical guidance that advocates for oneôs  
self-improvement for the attainment of this goal.  Nonetheless, the most important aspects of the  
Fraternity regard altruism and remain encouraged to be spread to the public, rather than kept secret. 
 

As we continue to progress throughout this year, I ask that every brother introspectively consider 
and/or vocally express whether there is anything he can do as a member of the Valley to advance 
this goal. 
 

I look forward to being with you at our Council of Kadosh meetings as well as at the coming meetings 
of the other Bodies. Our Valley will have some special programs in the coming months and I hope to 
see you at them. 
 

As to these special programs, prior to our Valley Meeting on May 12, 
2023, we will again welcome our Ladies and the Widows of our  
departed Brothers at dinnr to express our appreciation of them and 
their support of their husbands' interest in the Scottish Rite. A special 
program is planned by Brother Daniel E. Froggett, 32ę to display and 
discuss the Butterfly painting by Martha Washington that is currently 
in the possession of Alexandria-Washington Lodge No. 22. Our 
guests, as well as we will all enjoy seeing and learning about this 
piece by the wife of our Brother and first President. Please encourage 
your lady to attend, as this will be an interesting and insightful  
presentation. 
 

The next month's meeting on June 9, 2023, will be another  
opportunity for our wives and guests to join us for our annual  
Outstanding Teachers Recognition dinner prior to our Valley meeting. 
We have enjoyed conducting this program annually for the past  
twenty-three years to recognize and present gifts to three outstanding Teachers from our Valley's  
area. The Scottish Rite supports liberty of thought and freedom of conscience, and particularly  
relevant to this occasion, it supports the American public school system as a non-partisan,  
non-sectarian, democratic institution providing equal educational opportunity for all our children. 
 
          (Continued on Page 3.) 
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1My research on the history of the Fraternity will hopefully provide you with some insight as to what my per-
sonal stance is on the purpose and meaning of being a Mason. However, as a preface to the following, I am not 
a historian and have substantially relied upon information from secondhand sources. 
2See The Old Charges: The Regius Manuscript ca. 1390, available at: http://www.durandlodge.com/books/
RegiusMs1390.pdf. 
3See id. 
4See id. 
5See History of the Rite, S  R   F , SJ, https://scottishrite.org/about/history/ (last visited 
Feb. 28, 2022). 
6See id. 
7See id.  
8See id. 
9See Early Freemasonry in North America, G  L   B  C   Y  A.F.  A.M. 
(Feb. 13, 2009), https://freemasonry.bcy.ca/history/first.html. 
10See History.com Editors, Treaty of Paris, H  (Jan. 10, 2023), https://www.history.com/topics/american-
revolution/treaty-of-paris. 
11See Hilary Anderson Stelling, The Masonic Hall of Fame: Extraordinary Freemasons in  
American History, A W L  N . 22 (Feb. 22, 2022), https://
nationalheritagemuseum.typepad.com/library_and_archives/george-washington/; History.com Editors, 
George Washington Becomes a Master Mason, H  (Aug. 3, 2021), https://www.history.com/this-day-in-
history/washington-becomes-master-mason. 
12Our Creed & Mission Statement, S  R   F , SJ, https://scottishrite.org/about/our-creed-
mission-statement/ (last visited Feb. 28, 2022). 
 

Commanderôs BIO 
 

Brother Dylan Phillips was born and raised in Northern Virginia. Recently, he moved to a new home in Reston, 
Virginia. 

 

When Dylan was in college, he studied Computer Information Systems and European Business. Afterward, he 
started his career in which he consulted Fortunate 500 companies and public entities on matters pertaining to 
financially significant technology and corporate compliance. After several years in that line of work, Dylan then 
went to law school. Dylan currently practices law in Fairfax, Virginia, at a boutique firm that specializes in civil 
litigation. Dylan has published several works in topics related to litigation, technology law, and white collar 
crime. 

 

In his spare time, Dylan enjoys seeing live music (especially the Red Hot Chili Peppers), is trying to become a 
pilot, regularly enters running races, and is an avid traveler. Dylan has been to over 40 countries and is working 
on finishing visits to every state by the end of this year. 

 

Dylan first became a part of the Masons in 2014 by joining Rockingham Union Lodge No 27 in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. After moving back to Northern Virginia, Dylan then joined Concord Lodge No. 307 in Vienna, Vir-
ginia. At Concord, Dylan currently holds the position of Senior Deacon. Dylan joined the Alexandria Valley 
Scottish Rite in 2017. There, he has joined the 7th and 32nd Degree cast. Dylan currently holds the position of 
Commander of the Council of Kadosh. 

Register at https://www.alexandriascottishrite.org/charity 

https://www.alexandriascottishrite.org/charity


 

 

Personal Representativeôs Message 
  Ill. Edmund Cohen, 33Á, Personal Representative of the Sovereign Grand Inspector General in Alexandria 

Great minds discuss ideas, average minds discuss events, and small minds discuss  
people.  We see this in our magazines.  The Wilson Quarterly and Laphamôs Quarterly, 
 for example, with a relatively small but elite readership deals with ideas; Time and  
Newsweek with a larger audience deals with events and people. 
 

So it is in our growth as men and Masons.  As Entered Apprentices or rough ashlars,  
we focus on people.  This is both good and bad.  On the positive side we talk about  
each otherôs daily doings and on the less positive side tend to gossip.  As Virginians  
we know that ñbless his heartò is the introduction to some negative comment. 
 

As Fellowcrafts, we move on to talk about events, something that we have been accomplishing in our 
personal and business lives and events in our community and news reports from around the world. 
 

Then, as Master Masons, we make use of the trestleboard to lay out our designs and think about  
the great issues of our time and how we might influence or impact them.  And here, in the Alexandra 
Scottish Rite, as Master Masons, and even more as 32Á Degree Masons, we contemplate the  
meaning of life itself and the role we might play in shaping events.  In the current climate ï and we 
talk about ñclimateò both literally and figuratively ï there is much to be concerned about. 
 

We, as Masons, have lamented the lack of civility in our society, the divisiveness, the fracturing of 
what used to be a national consensus, and the pettiness and mean spiritedness in our interactions 
with each other.  But as our Grand Master MW Donald Ellis Strehle has said, it is our mission to 
counter these trends.  It is Freemasonryôs sacred duty to make sure our Lodges play a positive role  
in the Community.  We want to be remembered for our acts of service.  So we need to have our 
Lodges go into our communities and provide things that are needed by parents and children, and by 
our friends and colleagues.  We should be providing food for those children and families who have to 
choose between getting the medicines they need or the food they should have.  We should be giving 
clothing and backpacks to school children, and providing counselling and guidance for adults who 
have issues they are unable to deal with.  We should be giving our loved ones a big hug and telling 
them how much we love them while they are still here to enjoy us saying this to them. 
 

Let the world know we are Masons and are willing to provide, not only to members of our Fraternity, 
but to the world at large, a smile, a word of encouragement and other acts of kindness.  These  
actions will long be remembered and Freemasonry will be seen as a force for good in a world which 
is too often divided along partisan lines. 
 

None of this will occur by accident.  Things donôt just fall into place, they depend on the team we put 
together to take the lead and to take the steps necessary to make things happen.  Our team must 
take the actions needed to mobilize the Brethren who are waiting for a call to action to do what has to 
be done.  We need to go from being a happen.  Our team must take the actions needed to mobilize 
the Brethren who are waiting for a call to action to do what has to be done.  We need to go from  
being a follower to being a leader and it takes a real man to step up to the plate; to stop being one of 
the boys, and instead to set an example by saying the things that need to be said, even when that 
makes him unpopular. 
 

   In this context, some might suggest that after George Washington, two of the most significant 
Americans are Frank Sinatra and Johnny Carson.  This is because a majority of American families 
turned in to listen to them on the radio or watch them on TV and we felt united as a country listening 
to them sing and tell jokes.  We also would march around the breakfast table with Don McNeal in the 
morning and watch the Ed Sullivan Show at night and share a warm feeling that all was well with our 
nation.  I would add to this list the two Roosevelts, Teddy and Franklin, using the bully pulpit of the 
Presidency in the context of their fireside chats to talk to us about the issues of the day and how they 
would affect us as a nation.                                                           (Continued on Page 5.) 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  May-Jun 2023  Page 4 



 

 Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  May-Jun 2023  Page 5 

Today, we live in a very different world, one that is fractured.  We get our news from sources that 
tend to reflect and reinforce our existing views and we do not listen to the other side of any issue.  
But Freemasonry works to join men of all nationalities, religions, political persuasions, and social and 
economic groups in an environment where we can learn from and support each other.  So now is the 
time for Freemasonry to step up to the plate and play a larger role in reestablishing civility and bring-
ing a renewed sense of order, stability, and unity to our great nation.  We in the Alexandria Scottish 
Rite need to bring our message, and the message of Freemasonry, to our community and become 
the force for good that we were always meant to be. 
 

Sincerely and fraternally, 

 

Personal Representativeôs Message 
                                                                                                                          (Continued from Page 4.) 

Master Craftsman Study Group 
   Ronald E. Craft, Jr. and Michael D. Taldo, KCH, Education Committee 

The Alexandria Scottish Rite Education Committee: Summer Symbolic Lodge Study Group  

The Alexandria Scottish Rite Education Committee will be starting the 
Master Craftsman Study group on May 21, 2023. This virtual study  

group will cover the online Master Craftsman Symbolic Lodge course 
provided by the Scottish Rite Southern Jurisdiction. This course focuses 
on developing an understanding of the Blue Lodge symbolism and its 
deeper meaning using Albert Pikeôs book, Esoterika. Over approximately 
six months, the group explores the early history of Masonry, reads early 
ritual exposes, and examines their development over time. The course 
also examines many of the deeper meanings behind symbols used in the 
Blue Lodge. To participate in the ASR Study Group, you must create an 

account on the Scottish Rite Southern Jurisdiction website  

https://scottishrite.org/ and purchase the virtual course, which consists of the quizzes and other study  

material. The Master Craftsman: Symbolic Lodge ($40.00) and the book, Esoterika: The Symbolism 
of the Blue Degrees of Freemasonry ($52.95) can be purchased here:  

https://mastercraftsmancollege.org/courses. There are other Esoterika options available for Kindle or 
Audible which can be purchased though Amazon. There will be a virtual kick off meeting on May 7, 
2023 at 6:00 PM to answer questions about the material. Contact Brothers Ron Craft, 32Á or Mike 
Taldo, 32Á KCCH at education@alexandriascottishrite.org for more information or to sign up for the 
study group. 

Register at https://www.alexandriascottishrite.org/charity 

https://scottishrite.org/
https://mastercraftsmancollege.org/courses
mailto:education@alexandriascottishrite.org
https://www.alexandriascottishrite.org/charity
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The Sefer Yetzirah and the Scottish Rite 
   Brian Walaszczyk, 32Á 

The Sefer Yetzirah, also known as the Book of Formation or Book of Creation, is a foundational text 
for those seeking to further understand some of the keys to the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 
ritual.  It is one of the oldest known Kabbalistic texts.  Its first commentaries were written in the 10

th
 

century.  It was quoted as early as the sixth century, referenced in the first century, and Jewish  
tradition claims it was used in Biblical times (Kaplan, 1997).  An examination of the textôs mystical  
ideas provides further light of its symbolism and influence within the Scottish Rite degrees.  

Influence of the Sefer Yetzirah 

Within Freemasonryôs higher degrees, the veil of the Kabbalah and the Sefer Yetzirahôs symbolism 
begins to be lifted.  The 4Á, Secret Master, of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Southern  
Jurisdiction (AASR SJ), begins with an introduction and explanation of the importance of the  
Kabbalah.  In this degree, the Junior Warden states, ñéthe early ritualists, whoever they were, 
adapted the symbolism of this system [Kabbalah] and used it to conceal some of the deeper truths 
which lie within the fertile fields of masonic thought.  They borrowed so heavily from this tradition that 
a complete understanding of Freemasonry is impossible without some familiarityéò  The degree then 
goes on to discuss the tree of life, and states it is supported by ñthose familiar Masonic pillars of  
Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty.ò  (Arturo De Hoyos 3. G., 2010) 
 

Albert Pike clearly describes the importance of Kabbalah in the AASR degrees and the development 
of its rituals.  In Morals and Dogma, Pike comments on the 28Á, Knight of the Sun or Prince Adept, 
writing, ñAll truly dogmatic religions have issued from the Kabalah [sic] and return to ité all the  
Masonic associations owe to it their Secrets and their Symbols.ò  Furthermore, in the same  
commentary, Pike goes on to discuss the concepts of the Sefirot contained within the Sefer Yetzirah.  
(Arturo De Hoyos 3. G., 2013)  In his Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, Albert Mackey writes of  
Kabbalah, ñMuch use is made of it in the advanced degrees, and entire Rites have been constructed 
on its principles.  Hence it demands a place in any general work on Freemasonryé  The account of 
the creation and arrangement of the Sephiroth forms the most important portion of the secret doctrine 
of the Cabalists [sic] and has been adopted and referred to in many of the high philosophic Degrees 
of Freemasonry.  Some acquaintance with it, therefore, seems to be necessary to the Freemason 
who desires to penetrate into the more abstruse arcana of his Order.ò  (M.D., 1916)   
 

We see the Sefer Yetzirahôs most profound influence of the AASR system of degrees in the 32Á,  
Master of the Royal Secret, where the candidate is provided the capstone of the entire rite, the Royal 
Secret.  Here it is revealed that the Royal Secret is contained within the mystery of the tree of life, the 
Sefer Yetzirahôs chief symbol, represented by three pillars.  The degree notes, ñEvery man has within 
himself the same opposites, such as good and evil, virtue and vice.  Your task is to reconcile those 
parallel forces, and, in so doing, you become the middle pillar.ò  (Arturo De Hoyos 3. G., 2010)   
 

32 Mystical Paths of Wisdom 
 

In order to begin to associate the secrets contained within the Sefer Yetzirah  
with the Scottish Rite, its basic principles should be explored.  One of the  
core concepts contained within this mystical document is the notion of the  
32 Mystical Paths of Wisdom.  This forms the tree of life, which is composed  
of 10 Sefirot globes and the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet: Three Mothers, 
Seven Doubles, and Twelve Elementals.   
 
                                                                                                        Figure 1 
 

                      Tree of life based on the Bahir, showing both Keter and Da'ath 

Note:  Image obtained from Wikimedia.org (Eliyak, 2006) 
(Continued on Page 7.) 


