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Character 
I was recently reading a book by David Brooks titled “The Road to Character.” The 
opening paragraph makes a distinction between resume virtues and eulogy virtues.  
The resume virtues, he says, “are the ones you list on your resume, the skills that you 
bring to the job market and that contribute to external success.  The eulogy virtues are 
deeper.  They’re the virtues that get talked about at your funeral, the ones that exist at 
the core of your being–whether you are kind, brave, honest or faithful; what kind of 
relationships you formed.”  
 

Freemasonry gives us opportunities to speak, to write, and to teach.  It provides us with leadership 
opportunities and encourages us as Masonic leaders to be concerned about budgeting, strategic 
planning, and program and membership development.  All of these are life skills necessary to run an 
organization, and they do add to our resume.  But this is a secondary benefit of being a Freemason.   
 

Freemasonry’s primary purpose is helping us to build and refine our character.  When we say  
someone is living in accordance with the principles and values promoted by our Masonic ritual and 
philosophy, we have in mind a litany of traits that one would want listed as part of his eulogy.   

 

Guarding the West Gate is how we try to ensure that only “good men” are initiated into  
our fraternity – the first part of the equation.  We identify good men by the absence of  
evidence of bad character, for example, the lack of a criminal record.  We also inquire 
about his education, his occupation, his family, and his general reputation in the  
community, at work and at home.  Most of what we learn about the petitioner are his  
resume virtues.   
 

Once past the West Gate, the Masonic experience is designed to make good men better by  
cultivating the moral and social virtues – the second part of the equation – and thus nurture our  
eulogy virtues.   
 

Freemasonry values hard work and perseverance, skills needed for material and occupational  
success; and, in a previous message, I spoke about grit, resiliency, and tenacity.  But Freemasonry  
is about more than just material success and social status – measuring ourselves against our  
neighbors’ accomplishments and hoping to have a better house or car, or be a member of a better 
county club than them.  It is about spiritual, intellectual, and moral growth, and measuring ourselves 
along these dimensions rather than simply by the size of our bank balance.  

Personal Representative’s Message 
 Edmund Cohen, 33° — Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria 

(Continued on Page 2.) 

Scottish Rite Workshop 

March 23, 2019 

8:30 a.m.—12:00 noon 
Richmond Scottish Rite Temple 

4204 Hermitage Rd, Richmond, VA 23227  

Plan to Attend 
Contact Secretary 

See Article on Page 6. 



 

 

We come to realize this as we grow and mature.  We begin by trying to build a tentative plan for what 
we want to do with our life, and what we want to accomplish.  But once we have achieved sufficient 
success to meet our basic needs – food, clothing, and shelter – and provide a few luxuries, we may 
begin to question why we spend so much time, for example, on social media, trying to impress and 
win the approval of people we don’t really know, and fail to do or say the right thing because that 
might be unpopular.  Why do we, as David Brooks suggests so often “grade ourselves on a forgiving 
curve” and “foolishly judge other people by their abilities, rather than their moral worth?” Is our legacy 
going to be a series of 140 character tweets?  Do we find sufficient satisfaction in the number of our 
Facebook “friends” and the number of “likes” on our postings, or is there is more to life than this, and 
is achievement measured in a different way? 
 

Too often in the “real world” we view relationships from a utilitarian perspective, and try to cultivate 
“friendships” with those we think might help to advance our career and social standing.  In our  
Masonic life we also meet many people, but here, when we develop relationships and build  
friendships, we are not motivated by self-promotion and don’t feel that we have to impress our  
Brethren by how smart and sophisticated we are.  Instead, we can be ourselves, talk about our real 
interests and dreams, and think about and discuss issues larger than ourselves.   
 

It is in the context of these Masonic relationships that we get more introspective and realize that  
the everyday routines of life, which occupy so much of our time, keep us from thinking about more 
fundamental aspects of our life.  This comes sharply into view when we are with the Brethren we 
most admire.  We feel that we are growing morally as we consciously and unconsciously begin to 
shape our conduct and behavior to mirror theirs.   
 

We admire them not for their worldly successes, although many of them are successful, as that is 
conventionally measured.  Rather, what we really like about them is that instead of bragging about 
themselves, they make us feel good about ourselves.  We admire them because they are humble  
and kind, and have an unshakeable sense of self that is grounded in a moral view of the world.   
They are men of conviction who seem to know what is right and wrong, and are not swayed by the 
vagaries of popular opinion.   
 

We find that they are wise, but we are less impressed with their words of wisdom than by the  
example of their actions.  They are good and sincere friends, who are with you when you need them 
the most.  They are not motivated by pride and greed but are kind, considerate, and see purpose  
in being of help to others, and of benefit to their community and the larger society.  In sum, we are 
impressed by these men not by their resume but by their generosity of spirit – their eulogy virtues. 
 
Fraternally, 

Ed Cohen 
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Today’s Knights of Saint Andrew 
 Frank T. Anthony, 32°, Orator, Alexandria Lodge of Perfection 

The year was 1314, a band of 63 exiled Templars aided Robert the Bruce by riding 
into the fray and turned the tide of the Battle of Bannockburn in Scotland. This  
intervention may well have tipped the scales in favor of Scottish independence.  In 
gratitude for the assistance of that group of former Templars, Robert the Bruce  
created the Order of Saint Andrew du Chardon (of the Thistle) of Scotland.  King  
Robert reserved the title of Grand Master for himself and his successors forever. He 
granted a charter of land to the members of his new Order.  Prince Charles Edward 
Stuart was the last Grand Master of the Scottish Order and exercised his powers by  

establishing a Chapter of Rose Croix at Arres, France.
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When the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite was organized in the early 1730s, explanatory degrees 
were added to those of the Blue Lodge.  Degrees of the Rites of Heredom and Perfection along with 
other degrees and rites from Scotland, France, and Germany were added.  The 29th Degree became 
the “Scottish Knight of St. Andrew.” Exemplifying the qualities of the Knights Templars and those of 
the Order of St. Andrew du Chardon, this degree remains with us today.
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In early 1993, the late, Ill. Weldon Good, 33° of the Tulsa Valley in Oklahoma saw a need for  
assistance during reunions.  He also noticed that Masons were joining the Scottish Rite, but not  
returning to help and participate in subsequent reunions.  To rectify this he developed the  
organization now known as the KNIGHTS OF ST. ANDREW as a service group for the valley.

3
 

 

The by-laws stated that the Knights of St. Andrew are a “Black Cap” group. A member who receives 
the honor of KCCH – Knights Commander of the Court of Honor – cannot hold an office or vote but 
they can continue to work and assist. The main duties of the Knights of St. Andrew were and are, to 
assist, as needed, during a reunion and to be available to the Valley’s General Secretary for any  
assigned duties.
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Finding that the Knights of St. Andrew worked so well in the Tulsa Valley, Brother Good offered, with 
the approval of the SGIG, to Charter KSA Chapters in the Valleys of Guthrie and McAlester. That 
was done in October 1993 and early 1994 respectively. Today in the Southern Masonic Jurisdiction 
there are 148 Valleys with Knights of St. Andrew Chapters. In the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, 
there are 23 Chapters.

5
 

 

On the evening of October 17, 2014,  the Alexandria Scottish Rite formed the Alexandria Knights  
of St. Andrew, with our Personal Representative to SGIG, Ill. Ed Cohen, 33° knighting 47 charter 
members.  This evening could not have happened without the development, strategic planning, and 
leadership from Brother Jim Mowry and Brother Phil Rhodes, KCCH.  Today, as a Black Hat service 
group, the Alexandria Knights of St. Andrew are active in the reunions, special events, and our  
annual Friends and Family Charity dinner.  The Knights can be identified by wearing a black  
Glengarry hat and at times wearing kilt and sashes. 
 

The Knights of St. Andrew are lucky enough to be trusted with the 29° Degree during the reunions,  
in which our Squires are given a part alongside our Knights to get early involvement. When the 
Knights are not supporting the Valley, they find time to get together for meetings (usually at a local 
pub or tavern), social events, supporting wreaths across America, and walking in the Alexandria 
Christmas Parade. This type of fellowship camaraderie is a great way for new members to get  
involved, as well as meet new friends.  
 

If you are interested in joining or want more information about the Alexandria Knights of St. Andrew, 
please find a member who can point you to our Chief Jason Himsey.   
“To the 63!”  
 

Fraternally, 
 

Frank  
_____________________________ 
1 DeHoyos, Art, and Ronald A. Seale. The Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor and Guide. Supreme Council, Southern  
  Jurisdiction, 2010. 
2 Ibid. 
3 “Knights of St. Andrew – History.” Knights of St. Andrew – Home, www.knightsofstandrew.info/history 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
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Every year the Chapter of Rose Croix honors the memory of those in our Fraternity who have laid 
down their working tools and joined our Brethren in the Celestial Lodge above.  In the fullness of  
human civilization, we have examined the natural progress of the beginning and the end of all things, 
more especially our own existence.  As we advance to the symbolic third step of life, it is common to 
meditate on what lies beyond, and begin to internalize the reality that our time on this earth is,  
naturally, ephemeral.  
 

The bodies of Freemasonry have, in their own way, promoted the understanding of our finite 
amount of time and have incorporated it into our symbolism.  The hourglass through which 
the sands of time run swiftly, Father Time with his scythe, the scythe itself, the spade, and 
the coffin all remind us of our mortality.  We find additional morbid images like skeletons, 
skulls and crossbones, scattered throughout Masonic iconography as well.  The skull in  
particular has significant importance to all bodies of masonry, for example in the Knights Templar  
Degree.  The skull is a potent reminder that, as our time is limited, so too are our opportunities to do 
good and make a difference.  The evergreen reminds us that, even as we lay down our working tools, 
there is hope of an everlasting life.   
 

While we mourn the passing of our Brethren, and clutch to our bosom the joyful memories we made 
with them, we must not forget the responsibility enjoined on us to continue their work in Freemasonry, 
stone by stone.  As we meet together to lay memorial roses upon the altar and offer up our devotions, 
let us remember that “time is a companion that goes with us on the journey of life and reminds us to 
cherish every moment, because it will never come again.”  So, as we fellowship together at our March 
Valley meeting and remember the Brethren who have passed to the next stage of existence, let us 
through our labors on behalf of our Valley and the Scottish Rite continue 
what they have started, and thus honor them by our own efforts. 
 

Fraternally, 
Mike Huff 

Brother Huff was born in Union, South Carolina, in April, 1986.  He grew up  
in McLean, Virginia, and has resided there since the age of two.  After high 
school he attended George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia, and  
graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in the arts and sciences with a focus on 
religion.   After a decade in the premium cigar industry, he currently works as 
a program manager for Tigua Inc. 
 

Brother Huff was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason in January 2012 at Henry Lodge #57, 
and he served as Worshipful Master in 2016.  He is a member and Past Master of The Patriot Lodge 
#1957 at George Mason University, and currently is serving as Junior Warden of Alexandria  
Washington Lodge #22 at the George Washington Masonic National Memorial.  Brother Huff became 
a companion at Fauquier Royal Arch Chapter #25 and served as its High Priest from 2015 to 2017.   
He is a Knight of Old Dominion Commandery #11, Knights Templar, and served as its Eminent  
Commander in 2016.  Brother Huff was made a Knight of the York Cross of Honor and is an active 
officer in several Invitational bodies within the family of Freemasonry.  
 

Brother Huff received his Scottish Rite degrees during the 2012 Fall Reunion.  He is a cast member 
of the 20th degree, and assists with degree prompting during the Spring and Fall Reunions.  He was 
appointed to the Chapter line by Illustrious Paul Evancoe, and is now serving as Wise Master.  
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Wise Master’s Message 
 Michael T. Huff,  Wise Master, Alexandria Chaprter Rose Croix 

Biography of Michael T. Huff 
 Wise Master, Alexandria Chapter Rose Croix 



 

 

Brethren: 
 

It is that time of year again to think of having your son/daughter/grandson/
granddaughter apply for college scholarship money.  College gets more  
expensive every year.  The tuition, room and board, books, and the other costs of 
going to college continue to rise and every little bit of help with those expenses is 
always worth the effort of asking.   
 

I encourage you to encourage your children or grandchildren and our Masonic 
youth to consider applying for Alexandria Valley Scottish Rite’s two scholarship 
programs available  
to undergraduate students.   
 

The first is the Glass Scholarships which awards $1,000 scholarships as funds permit.  The  
applicants for this scholarship must be either a member of one of our Masonic Youth Organizations 
(i.e., DeMolay, Jobs Daughters, or Rainbow) or must be related to a member (living or deceased) of 
our Valley.  The link to the application can be found on the Alexandria Scottish Rite home page 
(http://alexandriascottishrite.org) and must be completed and returned to the Alexandria Scottish Rite 
before 31 March for consideration.  Please be sure to use the correct application form.  It is one form 
for high school seniors and those applying for renewal.  ALL applicants must complete the form as 
directed to be considered.   
 

The second scholarship is the Bayless Scholarship that awards another set of $1,000 scholarships  
as funds permit.  The applicants for this scholarship are taken from those who have completed and 
applied to the Virginia Grand Lodge for their scholarship program.                (Continued on Page 6.) 
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 In Memory of Those Who Passed 

Everett Eugene Bierman 07/23/2017  John William Jones 08/27/2018 

Carl Everett Boardman 10/07/2016  Douglas Lawrence Jordan, 33° 05/10/2018 

Robert James Cameron 08/20/2018  Donald Lee Krause 07/8/2018 

Mitchell Thomas Chisholm 02/27/2018  James Baker Herr Lefever, 33° 06/17/2018 

Melvin Leon Crane 01/29/2018  Daniel  Lawrence Levin, KCCH 04/28/2018 

John Smedley Darlington 02/23/2018  Alexander Stuart MacNabb 11/25/2016 

Charles Robert Detwiler 01/02/2018  Lawrence Joseph Miley, Jr 09/16/2018 

Douglas Moore Detwiler 12/08/2018  Ivory Carwell Purser, Jr. 05/7/2018 

La Ronald W Dews, Sr. 02/02/2018  Mitchell Peter Raftelis 08/14/2018 

Cecil Gene Elder 06/13/2018  John William Roller 08/3/2018 

Ward LeLand Ginn, Jr. 08/01/2018  Jacob Clarence Saylor 12/4/2018 

Larry George Green 10/01/2018  Donald Lee Sellman 12/6/2018 

James  Deloss Hawkins, KCCH 05/21/2018  Gilbert Deway Sellner 10/22/2018 

James Norman Hayman 01/14/2018  David Samuel Shue 12/6/2017 

Roy Martin (Marty) Heaster, 33° 03/18/2018  Jerry Arthur Waller 11/24/2018 

Paul James Hesketh 06/29/2018  Leonard Charles Walters, Jr. 03/13/2018 

Wieland Charles Johnson 08/25/2018  Alvin Martin Wilkin, KCCH 04/16/2017 

        Charles Everett Wilkinson, Jr 09/21/2018 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Scholarships 
 Harold Chadsey, KCCH, Chair, Scholarship Subcommittee 



 

 

The application for the Virginia Grand Lodge Scholarship is available through their web site (http://
grandlodgeofvirginia.org) under the charity menu tab at the top of the page.  The application to the 
Virginia Grand Lodge Scholarship is due by 31 March.  
 

Fraternally, 
 

Harold 
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23 March—Scottish Rite Workshop in Richmond  
 Allen D. Beckner, KCCH, Vice President, Scottish Rite Conference for the Alexandria Valley 

Dear Brethren, 
 

I want to invite you to attend the 2019 Scottish Rite Conference Spring Workshop presented by  
the Newport News Valley Scottish Rite, hosted at the Richmond Valley Scottish Rite Temple on  
Saturday, March 23, 2019.  The Richmond Temple location is 4204 Hermitage Road, Richmond, VA.   
Telephone is 804-264-2050. 
 

Brother Paige S. Neale, KCCH, of the Newport News Valley is the President of the Scottish Rite  
Conference Workshop and Conference for 2019.  Coffee and donuts will be available starting at  
8:30 am, with the Workshop starting at 9:30 am.  The Valley Vice Presidents will introduce their  
respective Valley leadership.   
 

The main program will feature Illustrious and Most Worshipful Michael Duane Smith, 33º, Grand  
Master of Masons in South Carolina (2017-2019) and the Sovereign Grand Inspector General (SGIG) 
of South Carolina.  In addition, our Grand Master, William Edward Hershey, Jr., KCCH, will give us 
his message, and SGIG and Deputy Grand Commander, James Dean Cole, 33º will provide an  
update on developments in the Orient and in the Southern Jurisdiction. 
 

The Workshop will end around noon, followed immediately by some of the best fried chicken and  
fixin’s you’ve ever had! 
 

Please come out and support our Venerable Master Scott Springer, KCCH, as we again show what  
a powerhouse the Alexandria Valley is to the Scottish Rite of Virginia.  The Alexandria Valley  
recommended attire is a navy blue blazer, gray slacks, blue button-down shirt and our Alexandria 
Valley tie.  No caps are required for this event.   
 

The Workshop is a no-cost event that will offer you great information and genuine Virginia hospitality. 
 

Please contact the Valley Secretary at secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org or call 703-998-9044 
with your plan to attend this event.  Our Richmond Brethren need our anticipated numbers to prepare 
breakfast and lunch for all attendees. 
 

It’s always more fun to travel together and get to know your Brothers.  I hope you will take advantage 
of this opportunity for sharing food, fellowship, and relevant information. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Allen Beckner, KCCH 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Scholarships 
                                                                                               (Continued from Page 5.) 



 

 

Our Alexandria Bulletin Content Coordinator is a harsh and unrelenting task master. While initially I 
thought my Brethren did not need exhortations about the coming Spring Reunion in successive  
bulletins, ultimately I have yielded, like Frederic in Gilbert & Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance, a Slave 
of Duty.  So where to begin.  The day will begin with coffee and donuts with your Brothers at 7:30 
a.m. followed by the Scottish Rite degrees from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; lunch will also be provide.  The 4th, 
14th, 18th, 30th and 32nd will be conferred and all other degrees will be communicated in a  
classroom setting.  Some of the time will be devoted to an exploration of the history of the Scottish 
Rite.   
 

The 4th Degree – Secret Master, is a fitting start, arming us with the advice that our “Rite is a great 
tapestry of Knowledge, where various threads of moral, ethical, philosophical, religious, political and 
mythical thought and symbols are interwoven to create a great body of teachings and lessons.” You 
will recall that you were invested with the key of ivory, the jewel of the degree, the key to  
self-knowledge. 
 

The 14th Degree – Perfect Elu, is the culmination of the Lodge of Perfection, and 
has always seemed to me among the most powerful degrees in Masonry.  Profound 
philosophical truths are presented as axioms, the candidate is examined for his  
worthiness to receive the secrets, symbolically purified and consecrated to living  
virtuously, put in possession of the Lost Word, and consecrated to Truth. 

 
 
 

The 18th Degree – Knight Rose Croix, the apogee of the Chapter Rose Croix,  
encourages earnest thought and introspection.  The candidate is taught to honor all the 
reformers who have offered up their lives to benefit humanity.  He is informed that 
God’s love is infinite and that reason is a reflection of His Supreme Intelligence. 
 
 
 
 

Our 30th Degree – Knight Kadosh, brings to a close our exploration of the moral and ethical  
lessons of the Lodge and Chapter.  You will recall it most impressively focuses the candidate upon 
overcoming the dread of death.  We learn that death is inevitable, part of the Great Architect’s grand 
scheme, and the entrance to another existence. 
 

The 32nd Degree – Master of The Royal Secret, presented by the Consistory, 
teaches that the search for perfection is ongoing.  The Great Masonic Camp, the 
pinnacle of chivalric symbolism in Scottish Rite Masonry is explored in depth, and 
the candidate is invested with the Royal Secret.  At last, the candidate is reminded 
of the key received in the 4th Degree, which would at some future time admit him 
through the gate which barred his way, and is left to pass through the gate alone to 
continue the journey each man must complete for himself. 
 

As you have all received all these degrees in full, the foregoing should be a mere memory aide to 
the vast richness of the actual degrees. The lessons are deep and only mastered through repetition 
and application in our daily lives, with true perfection only to be attained on our entry into the  
Supreme Grand Lodge.  Come experience them again on April 27th. And bring a candidate from 
your lodge or wider circle of Masonic acquaintance. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Jim 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  Mar-Apr 2019 Page 7 

Support the One-Day Spring Reunion on 27 April 
 Ill. Jim Loudermilk, 33°, Director of Work 



 

 

The 2019 Friends and Family Charity Dinner and Auction will be held on the evening of Saturday, 
May 18, 2019, at The Waterford at Fair Oaks, 12025 Lee Jackson Memorial Highway, in Fairfax,  
Virginia, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  The Dinner Committee, chaired by Brother Tim Shrum, KCCH, has  
continued its hard work to make this event the best yet, and here are a few recent developments.   
 

The entertainment for the evening promises to be memorable.  The popular Scotch tasting with  
commemorative glass will be back!  In addition, this year will for the first time feature a DJ and  
dancing, as well as a magician.  We also are making upgrades to the bidding process for the auction 
by initiating electronic bidding and early on-line bidding components.  We have received a number of 
exciting auction items, and the Committee continues to welcome donations with a value in excess of 
$50.  More details on the auction upgrades and items will be forthcoming. 
 

This event is already proving to be a “hot ticket” with over 100 commitments thus far.  Maximum  
seating for the dinner is 320 people, so do not delay if you wish to attend.  As we reported in our last 
submission, we have a website for the dinner and auction:  www.asrfe.org.  On the website you will 
find information about the dinner; an online registration to reserve seating at the dinner or, if you  
prefer, a registration form to make reservations payable by check; details about sponsorships; and 
details about auction item donations.  In addition, we have reserved a block of hotel rooms for the 
night of the event at the Fairfax Marriott Fair Oaks, located at 11787 Lee Jackson Memorial Highway, 
in Fairfax, Virginia, and in very close proximity to The Waterford.  The cost of a standard room for the 
night is $109 plus applicable state and local taxes.  To make reservations, please call  
1-888-236-2427 and ask for the “Alexandria Scottish Rite Charity Fundraiser Dinner Room Block.” 
 

The cost of this marquee event for our Valley is $100 per person ($45 tax deductible) or $720 per  
table of eight ($320 tax deductible).  Sponsorships of various levels are available and critical to the 
success of the event.  A Patron of the Dinner sponsorship is $250, and the sponsor will receive a 
quarter page in the Program Journal and a listing on the Friends and Family website.  A $500 Friend 
of the Dinner sponsorship will garner a half page in the Program Journal and a listing on the Friends 
and Family website.  The Patron and Friend sponsorships are tax-deductible in their entirety.  Bronze
-level sponsorships are $1,000 ($890 tax deductible) and, in addition to a full page in the Program 
Journal and listing on the Friends and Family website, the sponsor will receive two tickets to the  
dinner and placement on the Friends and Family banner.  Silver-level sponsorships for $2,500 
($2,060 tax deductible) receive a full page in the Program Journal and listing on the Friends and 
Family website, one table (eight seats) for the event, and placement on the Friends and Family  
banner.  Finally, a $5,000 ($4,560 tax deductible) Gold-level sponsor will receive all the benefits of a 
Silver-level sponsor, as well as recognition at the dinner and a complimentary gift. 
 

For more information, please visit www.asrfe.org or contact Brother Shrum at ts61416@yahoo.com. 
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2019 Friends and Family Charity Dinner and Auction – May 18, 2019 
 Ill. James C. Anagnos, 33º, Event Committee  

Pictures of 2019 Installation of Officers 
(Additional Pictures in the On-line Version at https://www.alexandriascottishrite.org/  

http://www.asrfe.org
http://www.asrfe.org
https://www.alexandriascottishrite.org/


 

 

The 2019 Alexandria Valley Award Dinner and Community Service Award 
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We had great fellowship at our annual awards dinner on January 11 before the installation of the 2019 
officer corps and our Valley meeting.  We recognized the 2018 Heads of Bodies and the outgoing 
Chief of the Alexandria Knights of Saint Andrew for their outstanding work, and presented Certificates 
of Merit and Certificates of Appreciation to those selected to receive this recognition at our December 
Executive Council meeting. (See January-February 2019 Bulletin for the list).   
 

There were two additional highlights to report.  First, an Orient Certificate of Merit, from our Sovereign 
Grand Inspector General, Ill. and M.W. James D. Cole, 33º was presented to our own General  
Secretary, Ill. Dave C. Morris, 33º.  This was a singular honor because this was first Orient award ever 
presented.   
 

This Orient award was well deserved because I am not aware of any other Valley of our size where 
the Secretary does not have one or more paid clerical staff to support him.  Ill. Morris by dint of long 
hours and hard work does it all without such help.  But, in addition to his regular duties as Valley  
Secretary, Ill. Morris had a second, almost full-time job, overseeing a very difficult Temple renovation 
project.  We are very proud of our Secretary and very pleased that he received this extraordinary 
recognition. 
 

The second item of note was the talk by the Valley’s 2018 Community Service 
Award winner, Ms. Michelle Schroeder Madigan, Director of the DC Metro  
Area Chapter of Pets for Vets.  This is an organization relying almost entirely 
on volunteer help that provides pets, primarily cats and dogs, that help former 
servicemen and women cope with their post service issues.  We are, as we 
should be, focused on helping veterans who have lost limbs and suffered  
other physical ailments, but there are many other veterans whose service-
related disability are not so obvious.  These are men and women suffering 
from mental impairments, for example, brain injuries, neurological conditions, 
and post-traumatic stress disorder.   
 

Ms. Madigan gave some examples of how Pets for Vets identifies, locates and trains animals that  
can help veterans suffering from such conditions.  She spoke, for example, about a service woman 
who had severe and recurring nightmares such that she had become seriously sleep deprived.  The 
Organization trained a small dog who would lick her face and wake her up as soon as she started 
having these nightmares.  Both the rescue dog and the woman now have a new lease on life.  She 
spoke also about another serviceman who had developed extreme anxiety when in a crowd and they 
found him a large imposing dog who they trained to walk a couple of feet ahead of the man creating  
a buffer which allowed him to function in public without this debilitating anxiety.   
 

There are many more examples about how Pets for Vets works closely with veterans to first  
understand their problem and define a solution, find and train a rescue pet, and then pair them up.  
Pets for Vets continues to monitor the relationship and will even provide medical care for the animal 
when the veteran is unable to afford to do so.   
 

The Alexandria Valley was very proud to recognize this fine organization and its representative with  
a dinner, a certificate, and a $1,000 check to help them in their important work.   
 

Ed Cohen 

(More pictures on Page 10) 

Award Pictures by  

Ronald J. Leibfreid, 32º 
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Additional Photos of 
The 2019 Alexandria Valley Award Dinner and Community Service Award 

Ill. Dave C. Morris, 33º, Orient Certificate of Merit Mrs. Karen Shrum, Fund Raiser 

Ritual Excellent—32nd Degree Cast 

Ill. David H. Smith, Sr. 33º, Degree Master 
World-class support staff: ,  

David R. Wilcox, 32°, Gregory M. Valker, KCCH, and  

Raymond L. Lambert, KCCH 

Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33º 

Normally behind the camera. 

Catered by Al Manarah Court #50, Ladies Oriental Shrine of NA 
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      MARCH 2018 
March 8 – 6:30 p.m. 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
Pre-Meeting Dinner  
(Reservations by Mar. 5th) 
(Rose Croix & Lodge of Perfection) 
 
March 16—8:00 a.m. 
Grand Lodge of VA Division  
Leadership Conference 
Breakfast starts at 8:00 a.m. 
Alexandria SR Temple 
 
March 20 – 7:00 p.m. 
Loudoun SR Club 
Delirium Cafe in Leesburg 
 
March 23 – 8:30 a.m. 
Scottish Rite Spring Workshop 
S/R Valley of Richmond 
Richmond, VA 
 
March 27  - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg 
(Reservations by Mar. 22) 
 
 
 

       APRIL 2018 
April 12 – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
(Consistory, Council of Kadosh, & Lodge 
of Perfection) 
  
April 17 - Registration 7- 8 p.m. 
For the 2019 Spring Class 
Dining Room  
  
April 17 – 6:30 p.m. 
Loudoun SR Club 
Freedom Lodge 118 in Lovettsville, VA 
(Reservations by Apr. 22nd) 
  
April 24 – 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Cassia Lodge, Woodstock, VA  
(Reservations by Apr. 19th) 
 
April 27 – 7:15 a.m. 
Spring Reunion- 1-Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       MAY 2018 
May 10 – 6:00 p.m. 
Ladies Night 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
Pre-Meeting Dinner  
(Reservations by May 7th)   
(Lodge of Perfection) 
  
May 15 – 7:00 p.m. 
Loudoun SR Club 
Location – TBD 
  
May 18  – 6:00 p.m. 
FRIENDS & FAMILY 
DINNER & AUCTION 
Fairfax - Waterford 
 
May 22 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Spurmont Lodge—Strasburg 
(Reservations by May 17) 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Secretary’s Southeast Corner  -  Ill. David C. Morris, 33º, Secretary 
 

SPRING REUNION  -  April 27: 
This is a ONE-DAY reunion.  We need petitions.  Talk to your Lodge brothers 
and encourage them to join the Scottish Rite.  This is an excellent opportunity for 
those whose schedules are very busy and their time is limited.   
 
CAPS, RINGS, PATENTS and Cap boxes:  We have the caps, cap boxes, 
rings and patents for the Reunion class available to be picked up.  Although you 
can get these at our regular meeting times, if you are in the area during the day, 
call me at 703-998-9044 and we can arrange a mutually convenient time for you to get these items. 
 
 
 
 
 
ELEVATOR:  The new elevator is working well and provides a easy access for those mem-
bers needing assistance getting into the building.  The elevator goes to both levels of the building 
and members will find it easy to get from the meetings to the dining room.   
 
 

SPRING WORKSHOP – March 23:  Please read Brother Alan Beckners ’ article on page 6 for 
more information about the workshop.  Plan to attend and support Brother Alan the Valley’s Vice 
President, and the Alexandria Scottish Rite.   
 
 

DCM 

SIGN A PETITION TODAY 
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THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED 
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our 
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere 
our ultimate goal.  
 

ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander  

 
ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°  
Lieutenant Grand Commander  and  

SGIG in the Orient of Virginia 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°  
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria  

 

STATED MEETINGS 
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection 

Second Friday of each month  
SCOTT C. SPRINGER, KCCH  

Venerable Master 
 

Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix 
Second Friday  

February, March, July, November  
MICHAEL T. HUFF 

Wise Master  
 

Alexandria Council of Kadosh 
Second Friday  

February, April, July, November  
GERALD D. VAN ANTWERP 

Commander  
 

Alexandria Consistory 
Second Friday  

April, August, October, December  
JOHN T. G. AAKESSON, KCCH 

Master of Kadosh  

SCOTTISH RITE BULLETIN  
Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia  

 

Illustrious David H. Smith, Sr., 33°, Editor  
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org  

 
Jason W. Lotz, KCCH, Content Coordinator 

 
All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear 
in this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,  

unless otherwise indicated.  
 

Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:  
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°  

 
Assistant Secretary:  

Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°  
 

Treasurer:  
Illustrious Oral (Neil) McNeil Marple, 33° 

 
The mailing address is:  

P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313  
Office Phone: (703) 998-9044  
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804  

 
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at  

1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.  
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change 
of address, phone number, or email address. This is 
very important so that you may receive The Scottish 
Rite Journal and other publications and correspond-
ence without delay.  
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Pictures of 
2019 Alexandria Valley Installation of Officers 

(Pictures taken by Ill. Michael R. Aullicino, 33º) 

Scott C. Springer, KCCH   Ill Edmund Cohen, 33º            John T. G. Aakesson, KCCH 
      Venerable Master               Personal Representative                      Master of Kadosh 
            Michael T. Huff                                 Gerald D. Van Antwerp 
               Wise Master                                            Commander 

Scott C. Springer, KCCH,  

Venerable Master 

 Lodge of Perfection 


