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Tradition and Change 
 

No matter how long we live, we are, in the larger scheme of things, transient visitors 
on this plane of existence, and our time here is measured not by the honors we have 
won or the titles we have acquired, but by the impact we have had on those we have 
met and socialized with over the course of that time.   
 

Whether we realize it or not, our actions and behavior are like pebbles thrown into a 
pond.  As small as they are compared to the size of the pond, the ripples they make 
spread out as far as the eye can see.  But often we are unaware of the impact we have, whether it  
be positive or negative.  I have been surprised on occasion when a Brother or a colleague has 
thanked me for some action I took years ago that I had since forgotten, but which had made a lasting 
impression on them.  Similarly, we tend to remember many years later the rudeness and insults we 
have been subjected to, even though the individual responsible for such behavior probably would not 
have the slightest recollection of the event.   
 

We are all stuck in a certain time in history, shaped by the events we experienced when we were 
growing up.  There were lessons we learned from our family and friends, and from the social  
environment of the time.  Each generation has different experiences, but in ages past the  
experiences of one generation were not significantly unlike those of the next.  In our time, social  
mores and sensibilities have changed more rapidly.  Technology has intruded upon the very rhythm 
of our lives, changing the way we work, live, and interact.  The foundational views that one  
generation has taken for granted are questioned or even rejected by the next.  Not everyone is  
comfortable with these changes or with the pace of change, and are finding it difficult to adapt.  
 

Nevertheless, each of us must come to terms with the world in which we live.  We often look askance 
at current fads and fashions, but we need to show some tolerance, because when we look back at 
the fads and fashions which ruled the day when we were growing up, not only do they appear odd to 
the current generation, we now find some of them to have been quite ridiculous.  So, whether we are 
looking at what was the rage back then or what is in vogue today, we need to have some perspective 
and humility.   
 

Like it or not we somehow understand that we live in a world of change and flux.  Indeed, Heraclitus, 
a Greek philosopher who lived some 2500 years ago, made the point about the inevitability of change 
when he said “no man ever steps in the same river twice because it is not the same river and he is 
not the same man.”  Change is not the issue, rather it is managing change that is the problem. 

Personal Representative’s Message 
 Edmund Cohen, 33° — Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria 

Don’t Miss 
 

The Annual Visit to James Madison University and  
the David Kruger Summer Speech-Language Clinic 

 

July 10, 2018 
 

Call the Secretary at 703.998.9044 if you plan to attend.  

 

(Continued on Page 2.) 



 

 

Freemasonry as an institution is well situated to balance tradition and change.  Our Fraternity, by  
its very nature, is conservative, encouraging an old-fashion etiquette and protocol, and wedded to  
unchanging ritual and unchanging values.  But from its very beginning in the Enlightenment ethos, it 
married politeness and good manners with a philosophical outlook that valued reason as the primary 
source of authority and legitimacy, supported scientific inquiry, and championed the idea of positive 
change or progress.  Thus, it is that Freemasonry has always been a guard at the intersection  
between changing mores and changing technology.   
 

We started by repudiating absolutism, dogmatism, and intolerance in favor of individual liberty,  
tolerance, fraternity, and constitutional government.  This continues to be our stance today.  Similarly, 
we started by supporting empiricism, scientific discovery and new technology, and we still stand by 
these principles.  The point is that Freemasonry has always understood that values and technology 
represent two sides of an equation and they need to be in balance.  
 

We know that not everything old is good and not everything new is bad.  Wisdom consists in being 
able to recognize what is simply a fad and what is important, if not timeless; what practices can be 
discarded and what traditions should be retained.  In the same way, knowledge and prudence help us 
to know when technology will make our life better, and when it makes us less safe.  And with instant 
communication, experience helps us understand when speed is our friend and quick action is  
necessary, and when caution and deliberation will better serve our needs. 
 

Each of us, in small ways and large, balance technology and the social side of life.  As one small  
example, we can use technology to communicate better and stay in touch with one another, or we 
can use it to wall ourselves off from physical contact.  No surprise, therefore, that today so many live 
very separate, autonomous lives too busy to make real friends or have much face-to-face human  
interaction.  But it is these relationships which are so important to our mental, physical, and spiritual 
health.   
 

I started this article by talking about the impact we have on others, and in our Fraternity we talk much 
about Masonic mentors.  They are the ones who live up to their Masonic obligations.  They take the 
time to be with us, to befriend us, and to encourage us.  I would note, in this regard that one of those 
Masonic obligations is to attend the funeral of a departed Brother, and we seem to be called upon to 
fulfil that obligation all too frequently.   
 

Most recently, I had to confront the loss of three dear friends and Brethren.  The first was Most  
Excellent and Ill. Brother Doug Jordan, 33°, Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
of Virginia, among many other honors and titles, and for many years the degree master of the  
4th Degree.  The second was RW Danny Levin, KCCH, Past Potentate of Kena Shrine, but also  
with so many other honors and titles.  The third was Wor. Jim Hawkins, KCCH, past Master of Henry 
Lodge, long active in the 20th degree and a past editor of our Scottish Rite Bulletin.  They were  
dedicated Masons who took their obligations and role as mentors quite seriously.  They and many 
other wonderful Masons will be remembered and are greatly missed by so many of us.   
 

Fraternally, 
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Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia 

Smith Mountain Lake Resort 

Host Valley:  Danville Valley 

September 20 - 22, 2018 
 

Sign up to attend 
 

Contact General Secretary, Ill. David C. Morris, 33º, at 703.998.9044 or secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org 



 

 

This article by Ill. Robert G. Davis, 33°, Grand Cross from the Valley of Guthrie, Orient of Oklahoma, can be 
found on the LaudablePursuit website, but you may not have had occasion to see it and we thought you 
might find it interesting.  It is a call to action, inspired by the lessons in our Blue Lodge and Scottish Rite  

degrees.  It was published on November 2015, but speaks to issues no less relevant today.  
 

The degrees of Freemasonry are built on the clear understanding that men need to be engaged in a 
quest for self-improvement.  But a lot of guys out there are not on board with the quest. They don’t 
know who they are or where they are going with their life. They are confused and often misguided by 
their primitive instincts. They are full of media defined ideas about masculinity, and their social  
conditioning has been based largely on physique, sex, wealth, and conquest. They may seem very 
successful in appearances. Yet, be wholly at sea in knowing what self-improvement means, where it 
comes from, and how one accesses it.   
 

Nevertheless, for most men, life is seen as a journey. Men intuitively know there will be some kind of 
initiation in store for them on their way to manhood. They just don’t know where it will occur, what it 
will look like, or how the results will turn out for them. 
 

Even in Freemasonry, where the quintessential initiation takes place in the Blue or Symbolic Lodge,  
it is important to grasp that this is only the beginning of one’s journey. It is there that we learn of the 
importance of our outward relationship with others and the institutions of our society. It is there that 
we are taught it takes a combination of intellect, experience, intuition, feeling, emotion and education 
to make real progress in life. And it is there that we discover our dual nature. We come face to face 
with our own worst enemy—our ego. We are given the opportunity to transcend our passions and 
prejudices and become true to who we are. 
 

However, we are left to our own resources as to how we are supposed to proceed with this profound 
quest. We are still at sea with embracing the path of self-improvement. In the nomenclature of our 
private association of men, this is part of the meaning of the Lost Word. As Master Masons, we still 
have a mountain of self-discovery to climb. It is at this very point that every initiated man either  
becomes ready for the higher teachings of Freemasonry, or he remains content to enjoy his title as 
Master Mason and relish in the attitude that his association with good men will bring him  
improvement enough.    
 

To a large extent, the higher degrees of Masonry are engaged in completing this drama--completing 
the quest—completing the process of becoming a man. For example, the degrees or teachings of  
the Lodge of Perfection in the Scottish Rite (4° - 14°)  explore in depth the shadow side of our own 
existence—the unfinished business we have with ourselves--our ruffians within. We all have the  
arduous task of overcoming ourselves. And it will prove the hardest journey of our life. 
 

At least one aspect of our ruffian nature is revealed in each of the 4th through 10th degrees. Bringing 
these to the surface facilitates our own awakening of consciousness. For instance, the 4° informs  
us that the mysteries of our own being are not easily revealed to us--our inadequate understanding  
of things; our ignorance and short sidedness; passions and prejudices; selfish motives and  
lazy approaches to learning. In the 5°, we are warned of our selfish interests, our idleness and  
non-committal approach to a genuine interest in others; our unearned privileges, and lack of concern 
for equity and fairness. In the 6°, our ruffians become our hasty judgments; our inability to separate 
perception from reality; our “me-first” attitudes; our prejudices and fears.      
                                                                                                                           (Continued on Page 4.) 
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How Long Must I Haul These Ruffians Around With Me?  
Robert G. Davis, 33º, Grand Cross   

[http://www.thelaudablepursuit.com/articles/2015/11/1/how-long-must-i-haul-these-ruffians-around-with-me] 
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You get the idea. Our life is like a stream of water running from the past to the present, having its 
roots in ignorance, idleness and intolerance. By revealing our failings and inadequacies, we are able 
to address these in the light of our new knowledge, and change ourselves for the better. As these 
stumbling blocks to personal affirmation are collectively projected across the many aspects of our  
society, the overall work of the Lodge of Perfection becomes a kind of knighthood aimed at  
eliminating ignorance, tyranny and fanaticism. 
 

The bottom line is that the foremost goal of human life is the quest for spiritual enlightenment.  
Self-improvement is only achieved through higher, more refined levels of awareness brought about 
by concentrating one’s mind on one’s innermost self—our essential center of being. This cannot be 
achieved as long as ignorance, tyranny and fanaticism linger in our minds. But the solution requires  
a little explanation. 
 

The problem of toleration is remarkably difficult for most everyone because it is so easy to feel  
good about being intolerant. The highest price we are called upon to pay for freedom is not in taxes 
to defend the country, nor even on the battlefield. The highest price we must pay for freedom is to  
allow others to be free. 
 

Religious toleration means that we must allow others the same right to freedom of worship we  
demand for ourselves, even if we find their practices wrong or repugnant. 
 

Intellectual toleration means that we must allow the free and full exploration of every idea, even if we 
think it wrong or dangerous. 
 

Social toleration means that we must allow others to live lifestyles we may find strange or  
uncomfortable, whether in a commune or in a same sex relationship. 
 

Of all the lessons a man or a woman must learn to be truly human, toleration may well be the  
hardest.  
 

Tyranny is another form of intolerance. Tyranny does not equate to authority, but with attitude. We 
don’t call the skilled and caring teacher who maintains order and discipline in his or her class a tyrant, 
nor the nation which offers protection to another nation while carefully not interfering with the nation 
so helped, nor the husband or wife who discharges the affair of the household with authority but also 
love and concern. 
 

The essence of tyranny is selfishness. And if tyranny is selfish in the world of material things,  
fanaticism is selfishness in the world of ideas and beliefs. Fanaticism is the sort of selfishness that 
says “I am right. If you do not agree with me, you are wrong, and I have the right to hurt you.” 
 

It is ignorance that allows both tyranny and fanaticism to flourish, for only an informed populace can 
form the basis of freedom. Ignorance is the primary weapon of the tyrant and the fanatic.  
 

Both can give good reason why just a little bit of censorship is needed, or why we should control  
what people think or what they read because otherwise they may ask questions and lose the true 
faith. The fanatic always wants to benefit others. All he asks in return is your mind and soul. 
 

We are admonished in the Scottish Rite to be always actively involved in the government of our  
country. Unjust taxes, government bureaucracies that are more concerned with self perpetuation than 
with service; creeping limitations on the freedom of the people –in the name of expediency, or  
of conformity, or the greater good--these things are not new.  
 
                                                                                                                                                         (Continued on Page 5.) 

How Long Must I Haul These Ruffians Around With Me?  
                              (Continued from Page 3.) 
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To truly be champions of the people, as Masonry calls on us to be, we must be concerned with every 
miscarriage of justice, every unreasonable limitation of liberty, every arbitrary act of court or state 
house or capital. 
 

And our special concern has to be with those who do not have access to the courts, nor the ear of 
those in power, nor influence with city hall. Their very powerlessness creates a binding obligation on 
every good brother to promote human equity and impartiality. 
 

Yes, it would be far easier, and far more comfortable, to just chill out. Most men do. But our duty is to 
be aflame. That is how we conquer the ruffians. 

How Long Must I Haul These Ruffians Around With Me?  
                              (Continued from Page 4.) 

Master of Kadosh’s Message 
 Peter S. Jensen, KCCH 

Greetings Brethren & Friends!  
 

Summer is here, and though it is light later in the evening, it is dark when our meetings conclude.  
Some of our Brethren don’t feel comfortable driving at night, so I would ask you to consider reaching 
out to them and offering to drive them to our Scottish Rite meetings (and perhaps to Lodge and other 
Masonic meetings).  They will really appreciate being able to attend these meetings and again have 
fellowship with their Brethren, and I am sure you will enjoy their company on the trip to and from the 
meeting.   
 

We had a wonderful turnout for our Ladies appreciation and Widows recognition 
night.  This is always a special evening to share with the ladies who have always 
supported our Masonic “habits.”  We had a great speaker, Gretchen A. Youssef  
who is the Program Manager, MedStar Diabetes Institute at Medstar Health,  
Washington, DC, and also serves as a Director of American Diabetes Association, 
Inc., who spoke on pre-diabetes behavior, onset, and how to gain control of this  
condition if you have diabetes.  There was a lot of interest and a lot questions; if we 
didn’t have to go to our meeting, the session could have continued a lot longer.  We 
also had a great Teachers dinner. 
 

There are a few big events coming up.  I would particularly mention that on July 10 we will be  
heading down to James Madison University to visit the kids and the graduate students who work  
with them at the annual Scottish Rite summer clinic.  This is where your donations meet the road and 
you can see how these kids benefit from all of your charitable efforts.  We wrap up the event with a 
luncheon with the grad students and clinicians and a chat from MW and Ill. James Dean Cole, 33º, 
the Sovereign Grand Inspector General in Virginia.  Plenty of time to get home for your Tuesday 
evening. 
 

On August 4, the Grand Master, Most Worshipful Gary Taylor, has established a one-day degree 
conferral, being held at several locations around Virginia, more importantly, at our very own Scottish 
Rite Temple.  Northern Virginia is a hot spot for people coming and going with their work, so this is an 
opportunity for busy professionals to become Master Masons and take the Craft with them wherever 
they may land.  Even if you are a seasoned Master Mason, come out and watch all the degrees  
performed in a phenomenal manner and watch the second section of the Master Masons degree put 
on with ALL players in full costume.  It is an event not to be missed.   
 

Sincerely and Fraternally,  
Pete Jensen    
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Brother Pete was born and raised in Northern Virginia, began his career in  
Emergency Medical Services as a volunteer in Arlington and a tech in a local  
hospital. While waiting for the Fire Department entrance exam, he took a position 
with the Arlington Sheriff’s office where he stayed for three years.  Deciding law  
enforcement was not his cup of tea, he took a position in Florida in Emergency  
Management and Aviation where he had positions in Marathon and Key West.  Missing Northern  
Virginia and with family pressure, he returned to Arlington and took a Paramedic position with the DC 
Fire Department, working on one of the busiest Medic Units in the USA where he stayed for seven 
years.  Although this was an exciting position with assignments at the White House, Capital, and  
Naval Observatory, it became clear that the he was still looking for something else.  He went to work 
at Children’s Hospital where he worked on the establishment and expansion of the critical care 
transport team and startup of the aviation program. After 17 years with Children’s, a very rare position 
came open across the street at MedStar Washington Hospital Center where he remains today as  
Assistant Director for Emergency Management. 
 

Pete was raised a Master Mason at Henry Lodge #57 in Fairfax, worked through the chairs and  
became Master. He has been Master in three other Lodges; is active in virtually every Masonic body 
and has led most of them.  He can be found at a Masonic meeting virtually every day/night of the 
week.  He joined the Alexandria Scottish Rite as part of the 2010 Fall Reunion class.  He is the  
Chairman of the Reunion Prompting Team, received the rank and decoration of Knight Commander 
of the Court of Honour in 2015, and is now serving as the Master of Kadosh of the Alexandria  
Consistory.  
 

Pete lives in Fairfax, and, if he finds any spare time, he enjoys photography and virtually anything 
electronic – a true gadget aficionado.  

Biography of Peter S. Jensen KCCH 
 Master of Kadosh, Alexandria Consistory 

A New Alexandria Valley Master Craftsman Opportunity 
 Michael D. Taldo, 32, Expert, Alexandria Lodge of Perfection 

The reaction to the Supreme Council’s Master Craftsman courses has been  
almost unanimously favorable.  Some of the Brethren have preferred to work on 
the course at home and on their own.  Others have found it useful to work on the 
course as part of a study group.  The Valley is now offering the best of both 
worlds.  Instead of having to fight traffic to get to Alexandria or another Lodge to 
be at a study group meeting, you can join a study group that I am coordinating that 
meets once a month on line. 
 

You can join us from home by computer or phone for a video or teleconference.  Indeed, one Brother 
has called in on his way home from work, which allowed him to learn and participate while minimally 
interrupting his work and family time. 
 

I also can share with you an updated set of PowerPoint presentations on each of the 29 degrees of 
the Scottish Rite.  Each presentation has slides posing questions to engage the membership to think 
about what they have seen and heard in the degrees of Reunions they have attended.  At the end of 
each presentation is an open-ended question(s) meant to encourage the members to discuss.  If you 
study alone, I can help with questions and provide guidance.  The best time to call is Wednesday and 
Sunday, while email is always a good choice.  For group participation, it meets one day a month for  
6 classes, convenient to the group, for at most a couple of hours. The next class starts in September.   
 

The bottom line – if you wanted to be a part of a study group but didn’t have the time to travel, you 
now have a new way to enjoy the benefits of group participation.  If you are interested in becoming a 
member of our on-line Master Craftsman study group, call me at 443-271-6308 or send an email to 
taldomike@gmail.com.  
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The Alexandria Valley Scottish Rite has completed on the two scholarship programs available to  
undergraduate students.  We received applications from members representing each of our Masonic 
Youth Organizations (i.e., DeMolay, Jobs Daughters, or Rainbow) for the David W. and Martha L. 
Glass scholarship program.  After careful consideration by members of the scholarship committee, 
ten very intelligent and promising students were selected.  Each person has displayed leadership 
skills through their participation in multiple activities and have the potential to be great  
future community leaders.  Additionally, the applications received from the Grand Lodge were  
evaluated for the Alexandria Scottish Rite Bayliss Scholarships, and eleven very deserving  
applicants were selected.  Again, each of these very active students show great  
future community leadership potential.  Those monies have already been sent 
out to the recipients, and, by the time you are reading this, have been put to 
good use in support of their education. 
 

The Alexandria Scottish Rite Scholarship committee wants to thank all those 
who applied for the scholarships, congratulate the awardees, and encourage the 
Brethren to remember this is an annual activity.  The notice for 2019 scholarships will go out next 
spring, and it is important to publicize the availability of these scholarship to our Masonic youth.   
We also encourage interested Scottish Rite Brethren to join our Committee and participate in the  
selection process.  It does not take much of your time, but it is an important, worthwhile, and  
rewarding experience.  

The Alexandria Valley Scholarship Report 
 Harold Chadsey, KCCH, Chair Scholarship Subcommittee 

Were You Celebrating during the 2018 Celebrate the Craft Webcast 
Matt Szramoski, 33°, Director of Development 

Due to elevator issues at the House of the Temple, another location needed to be utilized, and our 
Valley was honored to host, for the second time, the Supreme Council’s “Celebrating the Craft”  
webathon.  Now in its seventh year, Celebrating the Craft (CTC) provides an evening of entertainment 
and learning that showcases Freemasonry, the Scottish Rite, and the talents and accomplishments  
of Brothers throughout the Southern Jurisdiction. 
 

CTC is the only live nationally broadcast Masonic fundraising program and the event featured  
performances by Scottish Rite members and interviews with families and clinicians from our RiteCare 
Scottish Rite Childhood Language Program (SRCLP).  Valleys from St. Paul to Tulsa, Seattle to  
Miami participated, and there were video chats with Valleys celebrating around the country  
throughout the evening.  
 

More than 120 staff and volunteers assisted with putting on the show, and the Supreme Council  
was especially appreciative of the assistance of our Valley, and especially the work of our Secretary,  
Ill. Dave Morris, and the support of the Alexandria Knights of Saint Andrew.   
 

The event has raised more than $4,000,000 with the funds assisting the Rebuilding the Temple  
Campaign for the House of the Temple and supporting Orient and Valley Scottish Rite charities.  Over 
$1.2 million was raised this year.   
 

Of particular note, a new giving program was announced during CTC called the Acacia 
Guild, which recognizes all Scottish Rite, SJ, members who make a $1,000 cash  
contribution.  This gift can be made in a single payment or can be made by contributing 
$83.33/month for twelve months by credit card or ACH withdrawal from a checking or  
savings account.                                      (Continued on Page 8.) 



 

 

The $1,000 gift will be split: one half will go to the House of the Temple Historic Preservation  
Foundation, Inc., to help with our Rebuilding the Temple Campaign and to support Temple  
maintenance; and the other half will go to the Scottish Rite Foundation, SJ, USA, Inc., to assist  
with the RiteCare SRCLP scholarship programs, and other worthy activities.  Members of the Acacia 
Guild receive a beautiful medal and cordon.   
 

For more information about the Acacia Guild or any of our charitable and development programs, 
please contact Ill. Matt Szramoski, 33°, Director of Development at 202-777-3143 or  
mszramoski@scottishrite.org. 
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“Vann White” 
AKA: Ill. Paul Evancoe 

Were You Celebrating during the 2018 Celebrate the Craft Webcast 
            (Pictures by Ill. Michael A. Aulicino, 33º)                                                                               (Continued from Page 7.) 



 

 

In my last update on the implementation of the strategic plan I reported that work was underway to 
determine the roles and duties of the Valley’s five newly-defined committees and revise the existing 
committee charters.  As a reminder, the new structure of the Valley’s standing committees are: 

1.  Membership 
2.  Budget and Finance 
3.  Communications and Public Outreach 
4.  Education and Training 
5.  Philanthropy 

 

The Strategic Planning Committee has reworked the committee charters along the lines  
recommended in the new strategic plan.  We are now working with the Committee Chairmen to  
gather their input and also determine the manpower required in each committee to execute the  
strategic plan actions. 
 

We expect to vote at our next Executive Council meeting on revised Valley bylaws based on the  
updated committee structure and charters, which will then be put to the membership for a formal vote.  
Following this, the Committee Chairmen will work to match able and willing Brethren to positions  
within the committees and develop detailed action plans to address their action items from the  
strategic plan. 
 

Once the committees are restructured and properly staffed, the real work begins.  I would encourage 
all Brethren to review the Strategic Plan on our Valley website and be reminded of the hard work that 
lies ahead of us.  If you are seeking a role to help improve the Alexandria Valley, the plan outlines a 
variety of tasks that can only be accomplished with your assistance.  There has never been a better 
time to get involved in your Valley and contribute to its success! 
 

More to come, Brethren… 
 

Peter Terrill  
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Strategic Planning Report 
 Peter Terrill, KCCH, Chairman, Strategic Planning Committee 

Outstanding Teachers Award Dinner 

 Ill. Loyd Davis, Chairman, Educational Committee 

This year’s edition of the Outstanding Teachers Award Dinner was another fun evening with  
inspirational presentations by the teachers.  
 

We honored two of the finalists selected by the Washington Post Teacher of the Year award  
program.  They were Laura Simons, who teaches at T.C. Williams High School in Alexandria, and 
Kristine Heaver, who teaches at the Osbourn High School in Manassas.  Both of these women  
graduated from college with technical degrees (in physics and engineering) and both got jobs that 
required those degrees.  However, through various paths they were drawn to working with children.  
They both went through the process of becoming qualified to teach high school science and math.  
They described techniques they used to turn subjects that all too often were regarded by the students 
as being boring or too hard into classes the students loved to attend.  They made science come alive 
and their students became interested, excited, and eager learners.  
 

This year, for the first time, in addition to the finalists, we had with us the Teacher of 
the Year.  This was Daniel Reichard, a fifth grade teacher, who had been named 
Kate Waller Barrett Elementary School Teacher of the Year, and Stafford County 
Teacher of the Year, before being selected as Teacher of the Year by the  
Washington Post.  He spoke about how shy he had been as a child and how his 
teachers had turned his life around.  They inspired him to become a teacher himself, 
and he saw his life mission as attempting to have a similar impact on the students he 
taught.  In addition to his early teachers, he credited his principal, Kim Austin, for 
much of his success.                        (Continued on Page 10.) 

Daniel Reichard 
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“Vanna White” 
AKA: Ill. Paul Evancoe 

Once again we had a great speaker, Gretchen A. Youssef who is the Program Manager, 
MedStar Diabetes Institute at Medstar Health, Washington, DC, and also serves as a 
Director of American Diabetes Association, Inc. 
 

While we were at our business meeting, the ladies participated in a conversation  
hosted by Gwen Cohen discussing the attributes of happy people, sharing treasured  
moments in their lives, and learning how each of us can increase our happiness quotient. 

Outstanding Teachers Award Dinner 

      (Pictures by Ill. Michael A. Aulicino, 33º)                                                                                                  (Continued from Page 9.) 

Listening to these teachers we could not miss the enthusiasm and joy that each took in teaching, and 
we came away feeling that the students in their classes were exceptionally fortunate to have such  
caring and inspiring teachers.  

Ladies Night at the Alexandria Valley 

Ladies Appreciation Night 
Alexandria Scottish Rite 

Peter Jensen, KCCH 
Master of Ceremonies 

Catered by Al Manarah Court #50,  
Ladies Oriental Shrine of NA  

(Pictures by Ill. Michael A. Aulicino, 33º) 
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         JULY 2018 
 

July 4  -- HOLIDAY 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
 

July 10 – 10:00 a.m. 
JMU VISIT- DAVID KRUGER 
SUMMER CHILDHOOD CLINIC 
(arrive about 9:00 a.m.) 
Includes Lunch 
Harrisonburg, VA 
 

July 13 – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
(Council of Kadosh, 
Chapter Rose Croix 
& Lodge of Perfection) 
 

July 18 - 7:00 p.m. 
Loudoun S/R Club 
Tuscarora Mill at  
Market Station, Leesburg 
(RSVP by July 14th) 
 

 
 

July 25 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Unity Lodge—Front Royal 
(Reservations by July 20th) 
 

        AUGUST 2018 
 

August 4 – 7:30 a.m. 
Grand Lodge of VA 
One-Day Conferral 
 

August 10 – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting - 7:30p.m. 
(Consistory & Lodge of Perfection) 
 

August 15 – 7:00 p.m. 
Loudoun SR Club 
Hamilton Thompson Lodge 
Purcellville 
 

August 22 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
TBD 
(Reservations by Aug 17th) 
 
 

      SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

Sept. 14 – 6:30 p.m. 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
Feast of TISHRI 
Pre-Meeting Dinner  
(Reservations by Sept. 11th)   
(Lodge of Perfection) 
 

Sept. 19 – 7:00 p.m. 
Loudoun SR Club 
Location – TBD 
 
Sept. 20 - 6:30 p.m. 
Virginia SR Conference 
Golf Available and  
Boat Cruise on Virginia Dare 
 

Sept. 21 – 1:00 p.m. 
Virginia SR Conference 
 

Sept. 22 – 8:00 a.m. 
  SR Conference -2nd Day 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Secretary’s Southeast Corner  -  Ill. David C. Morris, 33º, Secretary 
 

Is Your Membership Up To Date? 
We want to remind you if you are not a Life Member and your membership card 
doesn’t have “2018,” you need to pay your dues.  Don’t forget membership can  
be paid by Credit Card.  
 

If you know a member who is having problems paying dues or someone who has 
been suspended talk to them, and call me (703-998-9044) or Philip Rhodes  
(703) 819-5550) to see if we can help.  Remember there is a special program to 
assist Brethren who have been suspended in the past.   
 

Also consider getting a life membership – you will never have to worry about dues again.  If you are 
young, this could be a great deal; if older, you will be leaving your Valley a legacy – you will always 
be a contributing member.   
 

SPRING 2018 REUNION CLASS 
Your Caps, Boxes, rings, and patents are in.  They can be picked-up, during the week, or on Stated 
Meeting nights. 
 

BUILDING RENEWAL AND UPGRADES  
The building renewal is still under way.  The HVAC replacement is almost complete.  We are still 
working on the elevator installation and ADA sidewalk improvements. 
 

ORIENT CONFERENCE for 2018 
Our Orient Conference, hosted by the Danville Valley, will be held at a Smith Mountain Lake Condo 
Resort, on September 21st & 22nd.  There are a limited of condos still available, so let me know if 
you will be attending the Conference.  September 1st is the CUT-OFF for reservations. 
 

2018 FALL REUNION - OCTOBER 20th & OCTOBER 27th. 
The Fall Reunion will be here all too quickly, so please make an effort now to tell your Lodge  
brothers about Scottish Rite and see if they can be a part of our Fall Reunion class. 
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THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED 
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our 
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere 
our ultimate goal.  
 

ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander  

 
ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°  
Lieutenant Grand Commander  and  

SGIG in the Orient of Virginia 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°  
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria  

 

STATED MEETINGS 
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection 

Second Friday of each month  
CHRISTOPHER R. CHRZANOWSKI, KCCH  

Venerable Master 
 

Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix 
Second Friday  

February, March, July, November  
ADAM C. DUNCAN, KCCH  

Wise Master  
 

Alexandria Council of Kadosh 
Second Friday  

February, April, July, November  
KEITH G. GAWRYS, KCCH  

Commander  
 

Alexandria Consistory 
Second Friday  

April, August, October, December  
PETER S. JENSEN, KCCH 

Master of Kadosh  

SCOTTISH RITE BULLETIN  
Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia  

 

Illustrious David H. Smith, Sr., 33°, Editor  
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org  

 
Jason W. Lotz, KCCH, Content Coordinator 

 
All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear 
in this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,  

unless otherwise indicated.  
 

Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:  
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°  

 
Assistant Secretary:  

Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°  
 

Treasurer:  
Illustrious Oral (Neil) McNeil Marple, 33° 

 
The mailing address is:  

P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313  
Office Phone: (703) 998-9044  
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804  

 
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at  

1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.  
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change 
of address, phone number, or email address. This is 
very important so that you may receive The Scottish 
Rite Journal and other publications and correspond-
ence without delay.  


