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I have been attending the Conference of Grand Masters for the past several years 
and was in Indianapolis for the 2018 Conference.  It was quite interesting, but, as  
usual, there is much to absorb and so many concurrent sessions, I could not attend  
all the presentations.  Nevertheless, listening to the various Masonic leaders, many of 
whom are quite a bit younger than has been the norm in prior years, l came away with 
a renewed sense of hope about the future direction of our great Fraternity.   
 

One of the high points, was the report of the Masonic Renewal Committee which  
had conducted a statistically meaningful survey of non-Masons commissioned by the  
Scottish Rite, Northern Jurisdiction, and using the expertise of an independent research and  
marketing firm.  The survey sought to determine the generational values of Boomers (born 1946 - 
1964), Gen Xers (born 1965 - 1980) and Gen Y or Millennials (born 1981 - 2000).  The survey found 
there was a significant intersection between the values we espouse and those embraced by these 
generations.  It found that most non-Masons identified with core Masonic values such as loyalty,  
honor, integrity, authenticity, responsibility, courtesy, success, and equality.  They, as we, value  
tolerance, respect, and kindness, as well as charity, community service, and doing for others. 
 

A second finding was that while 81% of those responding had heard of Freemasonry, most did not 
know our fundamental tenets.  This highlights the point that we have not been successful in getting 
our message out.   
 

To help remedy this, the Masonic Renewal Committee’s “Path Forward” Membership Program,  
has crafted a strategic marketing plan that we can use – to include videos and posters that could be 
presented on social media that get the right message about Freemasonry to the men we are seeking 
to attract.  The posters are quite attractive with such slogans as: 
 

• Being a Mason doesn’t make you better than everyone else.  It just makes you a better you;   
 

  We believe that mankind should be exactly that; 
 

• We’re much more about lending a helping hand than a secret handshake; 
 

• Whatever life throws at you, you have millions of brothers to help you catch it;   
 

• Blood is thicker than water.  But nothing is thicker than brotherhood; and,  
 

• Becoming a Mason doesn’t make you a better person.  Oh wait, yes it does. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                            (Continued on Page 2.) 
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Ladies Appreciation and Widows Recognition Dinner 
May 11, 2018 

 
 

Annual Outstanding Teacher Awards Program 
June 8, 2018 



 

 

These phrases address the values and characteristics these generations share with us and capitalize 
on the findings of the survey that indicated that so many non-Masons would be interested in joining:  
 

• An organization that enables them to become a better person while helping to improve the 
quality of life for others.   
 

  An organization where men form deep and lasting friendships, regardless of race, religion,  
culture, or geography. 
 

This is what Freemasonry is all about and encapsulates what we mean by “brotherhood” and 
“fraternity.” 
 

There was a second survey which focused on retention, and sought to discover how satisfied  
members were with the Fraternity.  Although most were satisfied, there were perceived areas for  
improvement.  The respondents mentioned poor social dynamics to include infighting and pettiness 
by some members, upper-level cliques, and a perception that senior members were neither  
welcoming nor interested in the development of younger members – in short there was a concern 
about the divergence between stated values and actual behavior.   
 

So how does any of this relate to the Alexandria Valley?   
 

First, we need to better explain what we do in Freemasonry and in the Scottish Rite, and we must do 
so in terms non-Masons and non-Scottish Rite Masons can relate to.   
 

Second, we need to communicate that message in a format that our target audience prefers to  
receive, so we probably need to have a more robust social media presence. 
 

Third, we need to walk the talk and live up to our principles.   
 

Fourth, we must continue to be receptive to new ideas and be willing to try new things.  To begin with, 
all of our members periodically need to be reassured that their input and ideas are valued.  We also 
must encourage our new members to take on projects that they are interested in so they have a 
meaningful role to play in our organization.   
 

Fifth, those of us who have been in the Rite and in the Valley for some time need to step up to our 
role as mentors.  Our Grand Master wisely tells us that we must replace ourselves, that is, we need to 
bring new candidates to the Fraternity.  In the same vein, we need to bring to the Valley new Scottish 
Rite Masons.  But we have another role to play.  As experienced Valley members and as Masonic 
leaders, we need to be mentoring our newer members in order to develop the next generation of 
leaders and move these men into leadership positions.  We are not a closed shop, we want to  
expand our leadership cadre.   
 

As we begin to implement our newly adopted strategic plan, there is an opportunity to do all of this.  
We can better market Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.  We can expand and improve our use of 
social media.  We can encourage more of our members, including our new members, to take the lead 
in working on the actions which support the goals that will enable us to achieve the objectives in the 
new plan.                                                                                                                                      (Continued on Page 3.) 
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Personal Representative’s Message 

Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia 

Smith Mountain Lake Resort 

Host Valley:  Danville Valley 

September 20 - 22, 2018 
[see article on page 8 for more information] 

Sign up to attend 

Contact General Secretary, Ill. David C. Morris, 33º, at 703.998.9044 or secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org 
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Why is this so important?  Obviously, this is how we grow and sustain our Valley, but it is even more 
important at an individual level.  Our interactions with each other are at the core of Freemasonry.  As 
much as anything else, we joined the Fraternity and the Rite for the fun and fellowship it can provide.  
This comes in part from the relationships we form through membership in the Knights of Saint  
Andrew, at our Valley and Orient meetings, and at regional and national conferences.  We also have 
fun and fellowship with each other and our ladies and family at our various scheduled and ad-hoc  
social events.   
 

In addition to fun and fellowship, we also joined in hopes of receiving more light in  
Freemasonry, which happens at Reunions and through the Master Craftsmen courses.  
And we joined to be inspired, to become more effective, to do better, and to make a 
meaningful contribution to the lives of those around us.  This we do by being a good 
friend and a faithful Brother, by serving as an officer in one of the Bodies or on one of our 
Valley committees, and by our participation in our Valley’s charitable endeavors.   
 

This is our goal; this is our plan. 
 

Fraternally, 

Personal Representative’s Message 

A Brief Oration on the History, Philosophy, and Symbolism  
of the Chapter Rose Croix 
  James A. Loudermilk, II, 33° Director of Work & Orator, Chapter Rose Croix 

We learn, or are reminded anew, each January during the Joint Installation Ceremony of the Officers 
of all four Scottish Rite Bodies that the duty of the Orator for the three bodies that have one (Lodge, 
Chapter and Council) is to present a lecture upon the history, philosophy, or symbolism of the Order, 
when called for by the Master of their body.  But outside of degree work, to be memorized and  
presented during reunions, I do not recollect that call coming during the past 30 years.  Perhaps that 
is well as few of us have the mastery of rhetoric, or the broad knowledge of law, history, and ethical 
principles that Cicero imputed to the perfect orator when he composed De Oratore in 55 BCE; and 
most are not able extemporaneously to do the office justice in near real-time. 
 

Recently all the officers of the bodies have been assigned duties to accomplish during their year.  As 
part of that, a Bulletin article is assigned the Orator of the Chapter Rose Croix.  Generously, it may 
cover topics beyond those laid out in the installation ceremony.  This one will focus upon the Chapter 
Rose Croix and address matters we are all supposed to already know.  As I did not remember some 
of them perhaps your memory, too, can stand some burnishing.   
 

The Chapter comprises the fifteenth through eighteenth degrees.  Those who regularly attend the 
Reunion opening will recall that the first two in this series focus on the legend of rebuilding Solomon’s 
Temple.  The last two relate the story of the imminent coming of the Christian Savior; portrayed as  
an example of the messiah or savior described in many of the world’s faiths.  But you may have  
forgotten that, until relatively recently, most Brethren did not attain the thirty-second 
degree.   
 

In the early years of the Rite most did not advance past the 18th degree making it,  
in effect, a terminal degree.  We know from our patents and other communications  
that the Sovereign Grand Commander, the SGIGs, and some others have a stylized 
signature block with a special symbol for their rank.  So, too, does the Knight Rose 
Croix.  It is in red ink and begins with a symbol, the Passion Cross atop a triangle, 
which is a symbol from alchemy which represents “the completion of the great work.”  
                                                                                    (Continued on Page 4.) 



 

 

 

You may recall we each, except the active candidate, selected a characteristic that describes a virtue 
we especially hold dear.  The characteristic goes below the personal signature. And there are duties, 
still real and required, if sometimes forgotten: 
 

(1)  “To give charity to the poor, whether Masonic or profane, to visit those in prison, and the sick, 
and to give them aid in their necessities.” 
 

(2)  “To thoroughly know the work and understand the instructions of the preceding Degrees, and the 
symbolism of the Blue Degrees, especially that they may give light to the ill-informed Brethren.” 
 

(3)  “When a Knight Rose Croix dies . . . all who are in or near the place must attend the burial.” 
 

Along with duties come special privileges, albeit today only symbolic ones: 
 

(1)  “A Knight Rose Croix is not to be tiled when presenting himself for admission into a Blue Lodge, 
Lodge of Perfection, or Council of Princes of Jerusalem as a visitor.” So he must have a patent of his 
rank, and wear his insignia and jewel. We all have one or more patents from the Rite. How many of 
us, today, possess the jewel of our ranks?  Some, but far from all. 
 

(2) “The Knights Rose Croix are entitled to take the mallet (gavel) in any symbolic lodge in which  
they are present, if the Master, or officer presiding, be not also a Knight.” Again, this refers to a  
Scottish Rite Symbolic Lodge, of which there are none in Virginia. 
 

(3)  “In any case they are entitled … (not in a Consistory, or Council of Kadosh), to sit by the side of 
the officer presiding; and if that honor is not offered them, they may seat themselves on the floor in 
the North-East of the Lodge in token of humility. Upon that, the work will at once cease.” Clearly, at 
one time to be a Knight Rose Croix was a very big deal. This last privilege may not be too practical 
today and I discourage its exercise at one of our stated meetings. 
 

What then of the Degrees themselves?  What do they teach us?  The lesson of the Fifteenth Degree, 
Knight of the East, of the Sword, or of the Eagle, is to rebuild the Masonic temple of liberty, equality, 
and fraternity, in the souls of men and of nations.  
 

The Sixteenth Degree, Prince of Jerusalem, would have us build the symbolic temple 
all over the world and in every upright heart using the special tools in this degree, but 
not forgetting the tools of the other degrees.   
 

The Seventeenth Degree, Knight of the East and West, teaches us that God is One, 
Immutable, Unchangeable, and Infinitely Just and Good; and that Light ultimately will 
overcome darkness, good will conquer evil, and truth will be the victor over error.   
 

Finally, the Eighteenth Degree, Knight of the Rose Croix, uses religion to teach us that “tolerance is 
not simply a duty, but an inescapable conclusion.”  It also teaches us that instruction on the concepts 
of religion are not to be considered official doctrines of Freemasonry, and that in the words of Albert 
Pike.  “No Mason has the right to interpret the symbols of this Degree for another, or to refuse him its 
mysteries . . .” 
 

There is much, much, much further symbolism and meaning attached to the Chapter Rose Croix.  
But perhaps that is best left to a future lecture. 
 

Fraternally, 
Jim Loudermilk 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  May-June 2018  Page 4 

A Brief Oration on the History, Philosophy, and Symbolism  
of the Chapter Rose Croix                                                            (Continued from Page 3.) 



 

 

I want to start by congratulating everyone who helped to make the 2018 Friends & Family Dinner & 
Auction a success.  Please take a moment to thank Tim Shrum, KCCH, and his team for the more 
than a year of hard work they’ve put into planning and executing this event.  This is our Valley’s major 
charitable fundraising event, and I hope each of you will enlist now in making the 2019 dinner an 
even bigger success.  If you did not attend, I encourage you to come next year.  If you or your lodge 
sponsored a table, I hope you will do so again; and if you didn’t, please consider this an important 
way to show your support for our charities.   
 

Looking ahead, I hope to see all of you at our annual Ladies Appreciation and Widows Recognition 
dinner on Friday, 11 May.  An anonymous quote suggests that "To make a woman happy, give her 
three things: attention, affection and appreciation."  Here is a ready-made opportunity to show your 
support for your lady.  I also encourage you to invite one of our Masonic widows to the dinner.   
 

Finally, I would note that MW Brother Harry S Truman, Past Grand Master of Masons in Missouri, 
once said, "If you can read this, thank a teacher."  At the Alexandria Scottish Rite, we thank some of 
the best teachers in our area at our annual Outstanding Teacher's Dinner on Friday, 8 June.  This is 
always an inspiring evening with the messages from the teachers well worth listening to.  I am  
confident that you and your lady will enjoy the evening.   
 

Fraternally, 
 

Keith 

Brother Keith Gawrys, KCCH, was born and raised in the suburbs of Buffalo, NY.  He 
entered the Army as a second lieutenant in 1992 and spent four years stationed in Germany.  He left 
active service to pursue a civilian career with a defense contractor, but remained in the reserves and 
is currently the battalion commander of the 12th Battalion, 100th Regiment in Twinsburg, Ohio.  
When he settled in northern Virginia, he thought he would remain in the area about three to five years 
and then move again.  Twenty one years later he is still in the same townhouse, with no plans to  
depart this area anytime soon.  
 

Brother Gawrys became a Master Mason in Concord Lodge #307 in 2005, was its Worshipful Master 
in 2010, and currently is serving the Lodge as Treasurer.  He is a member of Arlington Commandery, 
Knights Templar.   
 

Brother Gawrys joined the Alexandria Valley in the Spring Class of 2005, and received the rank and 
decoration of Knight Commander of the Court of Honour in 2013.  He plays a key role in the 14th  
and 32nd degrees, and is now serving as the 2018 Commander of the Council of Kadosh.  
 

Brother Gawrys is a beer aficionado, enjoys the TV series Game of Thrones, and is a devoted fan of 
the Buffalo Bills.   

Commander’s Message 
  Keith Gawrys, KCCH, Commander, Alexandria Council of Kadosh 
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Biography of Keith Gawrys, KCCH 
Commander, Alexandria Council of Kadosh 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

the 2018 Celebrating the Craft (CTC) will 

air LIVE via the web on Saturday, May 19, 

from 6:30–11:30 pm (Eastern Time).  

Alexandria Valley will again be the host. 



 

 

Celebrating the Craft – 19 May 2018 – Again at our Alexandria Valley  
  Ill. Matt Szramoski, 33° 

Every year, Celebrating the Craft (CTC) provides an evening of entertainment and learning that  
showcases Freemasonry, the Scottish Rite, and the talents and accomplishments of Brethren 
throughout the Southern Jurisdiction.  The event features performances by Scottish Rite Brothers and 
interviews with families and clinicians from our RiteCare Scottish Rite Childhood Language Program, 
as well as video chats with Valleys celebrating with us around the country.  Last year, 97 Valleys  
participated and with gifts ranging from as little as $5 to as much as $150,000 we raised $450,000  
for charity.  The point is that no gift is too small; every dollar helps and is appreciated.   
 

This year, we have a group of extraordinary Brethren ready to enthusiastically showcase their talents 
to the nation, as well as a remarkable lineup of games, interviews, and performances that are sure to 
entertain!  In 2018, we introduced our newest initiative, “The Rite Change.” We ask for your help in 
starting a spare change collection jar called: The Rite Change.  We hope your Valley and members 
with businesses will place a collection jar out for spare change. All donations will be going towards 
Scottish Rite 501(c)(3) charities. We are incredibly grateful for your support. For more information visit 
www.scottishrite.org.  
 

CTC 2018 is going to be a spectacular evening! We want to see our Valley represented in great  
numbers to watch the show in person.  Bring your whole family to join in the fun – and please join us 
for a complementary dinner from 4:30-6:30 p.m. right before the event.   
 

In addition to being in the audience watching the show live, you will also have the opportunity to be 
“behind the scenes” seeing how this five-hour show is produced.  We still have positions available to 
be part of our phone bank for a couple of hours, and there will even be opportunities for you to  
participate in the program throughout the night.   
 

The dress code for the evening is casual. Please contact Ill. Dave Morris at our Valley office for  
reservations.  This is a great opportunity to promote membership in the Scottish Rite and encourage 
positive public relations.   
 

We are looking forward to a wildly entertaining and enormously successful CTC 2018!   
 

For more information about CTC, please contact Matt Szramoski at mszramoski@scottishrite.org or 
202–777–3143. 
 

CTC 2018 Scottish Rite Has Talent Finalists Just Announced! 

Fraternally, 
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Jeffrey A. Bolstad, 33° Valley of Helena, MT Cowboy Poetry 

Robert M. Bowles III, 32° Valley of St. Louis, MO Vocalist/Guitarist 

Lon M. Duquette, 32° Valley of Long Beach, CA Vocalist/Guitarist 

Jack B Hood, 32° District of Balboa, Valley 
of Miami, FL 

Banjo 

Timothy L. Ishmael, 32° Valley of Guthrie, OK Vocalist/Guitarist 

Peter H Johnson Jr, 32° Valley of Tucson, AZ Tenor Sax 

Franklin L. Raines Jr, KCCH Valley of Washington, DC Elvis Tribute Artist 

John Walter Sayne, 32° Valley of Knoxville, TN Pianist 

Dillon G. Smith, 32° Valley of Seattle, WA Electric Guitar/Vocalist 

Kenneth D. Theobald, 32° Valley of Atlanta, GA Vocalist 

http://www.scottishrite.org
mailto:mszramoski@scottishrite.org


 

 

A Fellow’s Prospective:  2018 Scottish Rite Regional Workshop 
  Stuart Pool and Frank Anthony, 2018 Alexandria SR Fellows 

Seattle in March is just how you would picture it, overcast and rainy; an ideal setting for an Edgar  
Allen Poe poem.  Within Seattle, we found a beacon of light, the 2018 Scottish Rite Workshop.   
Scottish Rite Brethren, mostly from the West Coast, descended upon Seattle to listen, learn and offer 
sage advice from past experiences.  The two days were packed with phenomenal presentations,  
exciting speakers, and most importantly fraternal interaction.  It was an exciting and educational event 
for all, even more so for us Fellows.  
 

There were 10 Scottish Rite Fellow’s in attendance.  Our first meeting was with two men who don’t 
need any introductions and the first goes by Ronnie – Our Sovereign Grand Commander (SGC)  
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33º and the second is the Lt. Grand Commander and our own Ill. James D. Cole, 
33º.  They asked us to form a circle, as if we were having a campfire chat, and wanted our  
prospective on how we see the Scottish Rite today.   
 

We talked about: (1) The importance of mentorship and that it is as important for the black hats to 
take the initiative to seek mentors as it is for the red and white hats to reach out to new members  
and provide guidance.  (2) The importance of the Knights of Saint Andrew to the Rite and to the  
Valley, and the fact that recently more and more Valleys are starting chapters; (3) The need for black 
hats to become leaders in their Valleys, and the encouraging fact that more and more “black hats” are 
stepping up and taking key positions by tapping into their own work experiences and bringing those 
traits to the Valley’s.      
 

After our chat with the SGIG, we attended a number of high-energy briefings.  Excellent presenters 
covered topics such as leadership, VMAP, mentoring, charity dinners, Valley finances, membership 
retention, and much more. But there was one topic that stood out, especially since this article is being 
written by a Millennial and a Gen X’er. 
 

One of the presentations was about membership and conducted by a Millennial.  He used data  
analytics to show how generational age groups correspond with our fraternity.  The generational 
breakdown in the U.S. population shows 1.2% are members of the Greatest Generation, 8.7% are 
Silent Generation, and 23.3% are Baby Boomers which together amounts to 33.2% of the U.S.  
population.  The vast majority of Masons come from these generations.   
 

The Gen Xers amount to 20.5% and the Millennials 24.7 % or 45.%, with Gen Z behind them at 
21.6%.  Since the median age in the United States is 38 years old, which fall in the Gen X range, the 
focus of the presentation was that the fraternity needs to move its membership closer to the median 
age.  Finding new members and retaining existing members can start with just a handshake, and then 
we need to mentor the younger generations into leadership positions in order to help grow  
Freemasonry. 
 

The SGC gave the closing remarks for the workshop and the message was to make every Mason 
feel, “needed, wanted, and loved!”  If we can remember when we became a Mason in our Blue Lodge 
or when we joined Scottish Rite, we had a lot of questions but were afraid to ask them.  We didn’t 
know many people in the Lodge, but after a few months of volunteering and attending, we started to 
get to know some the Brethren.  We may not have felt “needed, wanted, or loved” at first; that feeling 
took time.  But if we learn to greet and speak with everybody in the Lodge room, especially the newer 
members, this will open up doors for communication and mentorship.  Making Brothers feel “needed, 
wanted, and loved” can be the catalyst for getting newer members to join, retaining existing members, 
and getting our Masonic population closer to the national median age.     
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17 March Scottish Rite Workshop in Richmond 
  Allen D. Beckner, KCCH, Scottish Rite Conference Vice President for the Alexandria Valley 

 This year the Scottish Rite Workshop and Conference is the responsibility of the Danville Valley,  
although the Richmond Valley always is the host for the Spring Workshop.  The 2018 workshop was 
held on March 17, 2018, and twenty of our Alexandria Valley Brethren were in attendance and able to 
meet and have fellowship with our friends from the other Valleys in the Orient.   
 

Our Grandmaster, MW Gary Wallace Taylor, after telling us a few good jokes, gave a message that 
was both humble and inspirational, and he highlighted the seven things he would like each Lodge to 
embrace in 2018: 
 

I. Replace yourself by bringing a new man into Freemasonry; 
 

II. Help your members set up a Blue Lodge coin jar at home and have one in the Lodge into 
which members can contribute their loose change and present what has been collected to  
your Lodge in November; 

 

III. Attend a Division Leadership Conference; 
 

IV. Support Your Lodge Officers, their projects, and events; 
 

V. Visit other Lodges, within and outside your District; 
 

VI. Bring your family, Lodge sweethearts (widows), and non-Masons to MW Taylor’s official  
visit to your District; 

 

VII. Take advantage of the Grand Lodge website. 
 

The guest speaker, Mrs. Patti Carey, Director of the McGaughy Professional Development Center  
at Longwood University, presented a program on “Effective Listening Skills.”  Mrs. Carey’s program 
included audience participation and was a hit with all the Brethren and those wives attending the 
Spring Workshop.  Her keys to effective listening included:  1) eye contact; 2) focusing on the person 
completely; 3) asking both open and closed questions for clarity and specificity; 4) summarizing and 
paraphrasing information; and 5) using two-way communication.  She also recommended  
incorporating empathetic listening which helps you listen and define what the sender is feeling  
and helps to manage emotions and improve understanding. 
 

Ill. James D. Cole reminded the Brethren of important upcoming events, to include the Celebrate  
the Craft event that is being broadcast again from the Alexandria Valley Scottish Rite Temple, on  
Saturday, May 19, 2018.  He also indicated our annual pilgrimage to James Madison University for 
the Rite Care program will be on Tuesday, July 10, 2018.  During the traditional fried chicken  
luncheon provided by the Richmond Valley, Jim Cole met with the Personal Representatives and 
Secretaries, and the Foundation Board also held its meeting. 
 

With the Spring Workshop concluded, we next look forward to the 94th Scottish Rite Conference to 
be held at the beautiful Smith Mountain Lake Resort September 20-22, 2018.  Brother Ray Anderson, 
KCCH, of the Danville Valley and this year’s Conference President briefed us on the planned events.  
He noted that the Conference has two separate registration processes, each with its own deadline:  
1) Each Valley’s total Conference registration figures (for lodging at The Pointe at Mariner’s Landing 
for Thursday, September 20, and/or September 21 and 22) for all attendees must be submitted by 
our Valley Secretary by September 1, 2018; 2) The Virginia Dare Cruise registration for the evening 
of Thursday, September 20, must be submitted by each Brother individually directly to Brother Ray 
Anderson as indicated on the “Fellowship and Fun” registration form.  The deadline for this cruise 
registration is August 1, 2018.  Please note the cruise is limited to 100 participants at a cost of $45 
per person, to include heavy hors d'oeuvres and a cash bar, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  The cruise will 
depart from and return to the dock immediately outside the lodging facility. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Allen 
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On April 8, 2018, the Alexandria Valley had its annual charity dinner and auction at the beautiful  
Fairview Park Marriott.  The planning for this event started a year ago and we had established three 
goals: 
 

• Raise $35,000, 
• Have 250 people in attendance, and, 
• Participation by a large number of the Scottish Rite Brethren. 
 

We came very close to meeting all three goals.  Preliminary numbers show us within approximately 
$1,000 of our profit goal, we had 247 people registered for the dinner, and we clearly met our goal of 
gaining the participation of a large number of the Scottish Rite Brethren.   
 

All of these goals were in support of our larger goal of helping our children in our clinics more this 
year than we did last year, and we definitely will be doing this.   
 

As part of our preparation for the dinner, my wife, Karen, organized a SIP and Paint event for the  
ladies in the Valley.  They had a great time drinking wine and painting pictures – three of which were 
auctioned at the dinner.  The ladies liked this so much we are planning a similar event prior to the 
2019 dinner.  Under the outstanding leadership of Mike Taldo, we also had a Scotch - Martini tasting 
which proved to be both fun and profitable.  
 

Prior to the live auction, we had a video and a number of speakers to include a young man who  
inspired us all speaking about his experience at a Rite Care clinic..  
 

I must thank, in addition to my wife, all the Brethren and guests who supported us by attending the 
dinner and participating in our auction. Special thanks for those who provided sponsorships and 
bought tables. These sponsorships enabled us to forward fund our expenses and expedite the  
planning and implementation for the dinner.   
 

We all owe a debt of gratitude for the work of the charity dinner committee listed below. 
 

 
 

Without their dedication and hard work, the event would not have been possible.  A special thanks  
to Brother Jason Matchett for his help with our web page at a key point in time. 
 

Finally, a big thank you to the Scottish Rite Leadership, Ill. and M∴W∴ Edmund Cohen, Ill. David 

Morris, and Ill. and M∴W∴ James Dean Cole.   
 

Thanks everybody!  We Made a Huge Difference in a Child’s Life - Lets Get Ready For Next Year. 
 

Fraternally, 
Tim 

John Aakesson Jim Anagnos Jeremy Anspaugh Frank Anthony 
James Baker Allen Beckner Mike Bible Rick Cady 
Skip Chapman Chris Chrzanowski Mark Coldren Paul Evancoe 
Tim Goolsby Kevin Hall Jason Himsey Mike Huff 
Pete Jensen Ron Leibfried George Owen Dan Potter 
Howard Sobel Scott Springer Matt Srzamoski John Suit 
John Tillery Michael Warren   

2018 Friends and Family Charity Dinner 
  Tim Shrum, KCCH—Event Chairman 
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Pictures of the 2018 Friends and Family Charity Dinner 
Pictures taken by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino  

Timmy Shrum, KCCH  

Event Planner 

Ill. Matthew Szramoski, 33º, 

Auctioneer  
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Pictures of the 2018 Friends and Family Charity Dinner 
Pictures taken by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino  
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Pictures of the 2018 Friends and Family Charity Dinner 
Pictures taken by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino  
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News from the Loudoun Scottish Rite Club 
  Timothy A. Dahlman, Secretary 

The Loudoun County Scottish Rite Club (LSRC) is off to a great year! We have several new  
members who have been accepted into the Valley’s Spring Reunion Class.  The Valley’s newest 
members in Western Loudoun County have been integrated into LSRC, and we welcome all Master 
Masons interested in joining the SR and SR Masons from any Valley.   
 

The President reiterated the club’s goals:  The Club has decided to complete the Master Craftsman 1 
program as an activity to do throughout the year.  It has decided to continue its tradition of using a 
meeting format that incorporates informative and beneficial programs and fellowship at every  
meeting and is rotating the meeting locations to provide easier access to everyone.  
 

We hope you will join us for fellowship and an interesting program at our next meetings in May and 
June.  Our May meeting will be on May 16, 2018, near Ashburn Sterling Lodge No. 288 A.F. & A.M., 
at Cooper's Hawk Winery & Restaurant located at 19870 Belmont Chase Drive, Ashburn, VA 20147; 
7:00 pm Social/7:30 pm Dinner and Meeting.  Bro. Tim Shrum KCCH will present the program.   
 

Our June meeting will be on June 20, 2018, at Ashburn Sterling Lodge No. 288 A.F. & A.M., located 
at 43881 Waxpool Road, Ashburn, VA 20147; 7:00 pm Social/7:30 pm Dinner and Meeting. Ill. Norm 
Hoff will present a program on the four bodies of the Scottish Rite as well as the Etiquette of the  
Rite.  The President will give an update on progress of the Club to date and there will be election of  
officers.   
 

Club membership dues are $12 for the 1 July 2017 - 30 June 2018, club year. Cash or checks  
made out to Loudoun Scottish Rite Club may be paid to the Club Secretary who can be reached  
at Secretary.lsrc@gmail.com. 

2018 Spring Reunion Class Members 
Photo by:  Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33º 

Michael E. Aponte 
Romel L. De Pradines 
Joshua J. Gibson 
John T. Gilstrap 
Steven A. Hirschinger 
Mohammad A. Hmaidan 
Geoffrey D. Hoyt 
Frederick M. Kellner III 
David S. Kirk 
Samuel G. Maddalena 
Michael E. Orsinger 
Daniel D. Pavan, Jr. 
Kenneth E. Stevenson II 
Joseph N. Vitale 
Gary T. Waldrop 

Class Members 

Front Row (left to right) 

            Peter Jensen, KCCH       Chris  R. Chrzanowski, KCCH      ll. James Loudermilk, 33º 

Ill. David C. Morris, 33º     Ill. Ed Cohen, 33º                 Adam C. Duncan, KCCH 
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HVAC and Elevator Construction Project Photographs  
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            MAY 2018 
 
May 11 – 6:00 p.m. 
Ladies Night 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
  Pre-Meeting Dinner  
(Reservations by May 8th)   
(Lodge of Perfection) 
 
May 16 – 7:00 p.m. 
Loudoun SR Club 
Cooper’s Hawk Winery & 
Restaurant, Ashburn 
 
May 19  - 6:00 p.m. 
Celebrating the Craft 
PICNIC—4:30 p.m.—6:20 p.m. 
Alexandria Scottish Rite 
 
May 23 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Spurmont Lodge—Strasburg 
(Reservations by May 18) 
 
May 28—Memorial Day 
 
 
 
 

JUNE 2018 

 

June 8 – 6:00 p.m. 
OUTSTANDING TEACHER 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
Pre-Meeting Dinner 
(Reservations by June 5) 
(Lodge of Perfection) 
 
June 20 – 7:00 p.m. 
Loudoun SR Club 
Ashburn Sterling Lodge No. 288 
Ashburn 
 

June 28 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Cassia Lodge—Woodstock 
(Reservations by June 22) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 2018 
 
July 10 - 10:00am. 
Annual Visit to JMU 
Clhildhood Learning Center 
Harrisonburg, VA 
 
July 13 – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
(Council of Kadosh, Chapter Rose 
Croix & Lodge of Perfection) 
 
July 25 – 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg 
(Reservations by July 20) 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 Secretary’s Southeast Corner  -  Ill. David C. Morris, 33º, Secretary 
 

SPECIAL PROGRAM for Brothers SUSPENDED for 2 years  
Call the Valley Office for details (703) 998-9044.  
 
In January we had to Suspend 64 of our members, something we don’t like to do.  
They will no longer be receiving the Bulletins or be connected to our Brotherhood.  
Check your MEMBERSHIP CARD, if it doesn’t have “2018,” or “Life Member” on it, 
we can help.  Don’t forget membership can be paid by Credit Card.  
 
SPRING 2018 REUNION CLASS 
Your Caps, Boxes, rings, and patents, will hopefully be available by the June 9th meeting. 
 
BUILDING RENEWAL AND UPGRADES  
The Building projects are proceeding and we hope they will be completed by mid June. 
  
ALEXANDRIA VALLEY – GLASS SCHOLARSHIPS 
Letters have been sent to the 10 awardees.  We thank Brother Harold Chadsey, KCCH, and his 
committee for their efforts.   
 
ORIENT CONFERENCE for 2018 
Our Orient Conference, which be hosted by the Danville Valley, will be held at a Smith Mountain 
Lake Condo Resort on September 21st & 22nd.  There are a limited number of condos available.   
If you are interested in attending the Conference, we need to know very soon.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS — SUPPORT THESE ACTIVITIES 
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THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED 
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our 
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere 
our ultimate goal.  
 

ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander  

 
ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°  
Lieutenant Grand Commander  and  

SGIG in the Orient of Virginia 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°  
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria  

 

STATED MEETINGS 
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection 

Second Friday of each month  
CHRISTOPHER R. CHRZANOWSKI, KCCH  

Venerable Master 
 

Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix 
Second Friday  

February, March, July, November  
ADAM C. DUNCAN, KCCH  

Wise Master  
 

Alexandria Council of Kadosh 
Second Friday  

February, April, July, November  
KEITH G. GAWRYS, KCCH  

Commander  
 

Alexandria Consistory 
Second Friday  

April, August, October, December  
PETER S. JENSEN, KCCH 

Master of Kadosh  

SCOTTISH RITE BULLETIN  
Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia  

 

Illustrious David H. Smith, Sr., 33°, Editor  
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org  

 
Jason W. Lotz, KCCH, Content Coordinator 

 
All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear 
in this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,  

unless otherwise indicated.  
 

Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:  
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°  

 
Assistant Secretary:  

Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°  
 

Treasurer:  
Illustrious O. McNeil (Neil) Marple, 33° 

 
The mailing address is:  

P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313  
Office Phone: (703) 998-9044  
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804  

 
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at  

1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.  
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change 
of address, phone number, or email address. This is 
very important so that you may receive The Scottish 
Rite Journal and other publications and correspond-
ence without delay.  


