Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia
AlexandriaScottishRite.org

March—April 2018

Personal Representative’s Message

Edmund Cohen, 33° — Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria
Maintaining Your Balance in an Age of Hyperbole

We appear to be living in a hyped-up period in history when technology is moving so
fast it is hard to keep up, and at the same time passions are so high it is hard to stay
calm. Even in ordinary speech everything is superheated and supercharged. It is
common to hear on radio and television the term “breaking news.” But is there any
other kind? If it is not breaking news – it is not news but a rehash of what we’ve
already heard. Similarly, when our kids excitedly tell us that something is “very
unique,” we wonder how this is possible. If it is unique, it is the only one of its kind
and unlike anything else – so how can anything be very unique?
Of course, we are used to hyperbole. Don’t we often use terms such as “she is thin as a toothpick,”
“these shoes are killing me,” or “I told you a million times to do that.” These particular exaggerations
are harmless and simply make a point, but all too often hyperbole develops a bite, and evidences
a meanness of spirit. These overstatements are meant to insult and vilify as we magnify the
peccadillos of our enemies and ignore the major faults that we or our friends exhibit. In biblical terms
we are quick to perceive the mote that is in our brother's eye, but slow to notice the beam that is in
our own eye.
Coarseness in speech is often a reflection of carelessness in thought. Rational argument, based on
facts and logic, entails consideration of all sides of an issue. This takes effort and requires that we at
least try to understand other points of view. It is easier to proclaim one’s own opinion as fact and
dismiss all who disagree with us. John Fort Newton pointed out years ago, with his inimitable
eloquence, that “barriers of race, of creed, of caste, of training, and interest separate men today as
if some malign genius were bent on keeping man from his fellows, begetting suspicion,
uncharitableness and hate” – and unfortunately such is the case today.
It is largely a question of how we propose to treat others. In business, it is the difference between
puffing – a bit of exaggeration about the advantages of what we are selling – and outright lying about
the product. In personal relationships it is the difference between authenticity and posturing, between
sincerity and pretense. The question is whether we see life as a series of one-time transactions
where our goal is to win as much as we can as often as we can. If so, we tend to adopt what in
negotiations is called a win-lose strategy. If I am to win, you have to lose. Or we can view life as
building relationships, where, by understanding the different needs and interests of each side, we
can reach a compromise, with each side winning something; if so, we try to adopt a win-win strategy.
It is no surprise where Masonry stands. Newton points out that “each lodge is an oasis of equality
and goodwill in a desert of strife, working to weld mankind into a great league of sympathy and
service. At its altar men meet as man to man, without vanity and without pretense, without fear and
without reproach.”
This is where Masonry stands, but where do we stand?

(Continued on Page 2.)
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We read about examples of Masons or their spouses or children who encountered problems and
needed assistance while traveling, or who found themselves in the hospital in a distant city, and how
Masons – men they never met and don’t know – went out of their way to provide the comfort and
support they needed.
But we sometimes encounter, often closer to home, neglect of duty and disregard of obligation. And
it is not just others, it is us. We may find ourselves so rushed and so busy that we are perfunctory in
our interactions and even discourteous to our Brethren. We may promise to attend a meeting or take
a part in a degree and then fail to show up. In the heat of the moment, our words may be insensitive
and our actions hurtful. We may get too wrapped up in measuring our status against our Brother,
coveting honors, accumulating slights, and nursing resentments.
This is where Masonic equilibrium and balance comes in. It requires finding the emotional space to
control our passions so we act like Masons and consider in advance whether our words and our
actions will be hurtful. It means taking the time, no matter how busy, to be kind and act like a Brother.
In the Lodge we are careful to use the term “Brother,” and in the Chapter “Companion.” These are
terms of particular importance and deep meaning, and not meant to be a casual salutation like “hello”
or “good evening.” It signifies a moral and spiritual tie, a standard of conduct, and a set of mutual
obligations. And that is why we pay so much attention to guarding the West Gate. It is why we are
concerned less with the number of candidates we have and far more about the quality and character
of the men we admit. For these will be men to whom we owe our friendship and our regard. A
Masonic Brother is a man who can be trusted not to cheat us, wound our feelings, or take advantage
of our confidences or weaknesses. Thus, as Brethren we are to guide each other along the difficult
and treacherous paths of life, helping each other with tact and patience to avoid error and indiscretion
and; when tragedy or disaster strike, to be there to smooth the way with sympathy and compassion,
and with material help as well.
We are required, long after we receive the Master Mason’s degree, to practice these virtues, live
up to our obligations, and become the Mason we promised to be when we were obligated in the
Blue Lodge and in the degrees of the Scottish Rite. This does take practice – for none of us is
perfect – and while we require little encouragement to look after our own interests, it takes resolve
to extend ourselves for others.
Of course, it is not just about how we behave in Lodge and with our Brethren. We are judged by
our demeanor during our daily transactions, and this reflects, for good or bad, on our Fraternity. We
recall in the 31st degree, the candidate in the drama is judged with respect to how he fulfills his
obligations to God, his country, and his neighbor. Then, as now, maintaining our balance in an age of
hyperbole requires more than merely meeting the bare requirements of our legal obligations. It
requires that we also satisfy the moral obligations of the situation. This requires compassion and a
sense of fairness, and obligates us to be just in our dealings, courteous in our relations, and
sympathetic to our fellows.
God Bless you and yours,

PLAN TO ATTEND
17 March—Scottish Rite Workshop in Richmond
(See article on page 3.)
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17 March—Scottish Rite Workshop in Richmond
Allen D. Beckner, KCCH, Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection
and Scottish Rite Conference Vice President for the Alexandria Valley
I want to invite each of you to attend the 2018 Scottish Rite Conference Spring Workshop
presented by the Danville Valley Scottish Rite, hosted at the Richmond Valley Scottish Rite Temple
on Saturday, March 17, 2018. The Richmond Temple location is 4204 Hermitage Road, Richmond,
VA. Telephone is (804) 264-2050.
Brother Ray Anderson, KCCH, of the Danville Valley is the President of the Scottish Rite Conference
Workshop and Conference for 2018. Ray has informed me that coffee and donuts will be available
starting at 8:30 am, with the Workshop starting at 9:30 am. The Valley Vice Presidents will introduce
their respective Valley leadership. Most Worshipful Taylor, Grand Master of Masons in Virginia will
give us his message and M∴W∴ and Illustrious James D. Cole, 33º, SGIG in Virginia and Lieutenant
Grand Commander, will give us an update on events in the Southern Jurisdiction.
The main program will feature only one guest speaker, Mrs. Patti Carey, business communication
lecturer and Director of the McGaughy Professional Development Center at Longwood University.
She will speak on “Effective Listening Skills”. This will be an enjoyable and participatory program on
a skill that we can use in our business and personal lives, as well as in our Lodges.
The Workshop will end around noon, followed immediately by some of the best fried chicken and
fixin’s you’ve ever had!
Please come out and support our Venerable Master Chris Chrzanowski, KCCH, as we again show
what a powerhouse the Alexandria Valley is to the Scottish Rite of Virginia.
The Alexandria Valley recommended attire is a navy blue blazer, gray slacks, blue button-down shirt,
and our Alexandria Valley tie. No caps are required for this event.
The Workshop is a no cost event that will offer you great information and genuine Virginia hospitality.
Please contact the Valley Secretary at secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org or call Ill. Dave Morris, at
(703) 998-9044 with your plan to attend this event. Our Richmond Brethren need our anticipated
numbers to prepare breakfast and lunch for all attendees. Also consider carpooling; it’s always more
fun to travel together and get to know your Brothers.
I hope you will take advantage of this opportunity for sharing food, fellowship, and relevant
information.
Fraternally,
Allen

Valley of Richmond Scottish Rite
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Alexandria Scottish Rite Scholarships
Harold Chadsey, KCCH

Brethren, it is time again to think of having your son/daughter/grandson/granddaughter
apply for college scholarship money. College gets more expensive every year. It is
not just the tuition costs, but the room and board, books, and the other costs of going
to college. I would like to encourage you to have them think about applying for
Alexandria Valley Scottish Rite’s two scholarship programs available to undergraduate
students.
The first is the Glass Scholarships which awards $1,000 scholarships as funds permit.
The applicants for this scholarship must be either a member of one of our Masonic
Youth Organizations (i.e., DeMolay, Jobs Daughters, or Rainbow) or must be related to
a member (living or deceased) of our Valley. The link to the application can be found
on the Alexandria Scottish Rite Home page (http://alexandriascottishrite.org) and
must be completed and returned to the Alexandria Scottish Rite before 31 March for
consideration. PLEASE NOTE: There is a new scholarship form for 2018 that can be
used both for high school seniors and those applying for renewal. ALL applicants must
complete the 2018 form as directed to be considered.
The second scholarship is the Bayliss Scholarship that awards another set of $1,000
scholarships as funds permit. The applicants for this scholarship are taken from those
who had completed and applied to the Virginia Grand Lodge for their scholarship
program. When the Grand Lodge has exhausted its available funding, remaining
applications from Northern Virginia are sent to us for our consideration.
In addition to these scholarships, the Alexandria Scottish Rite also awards a $5,000
Glass Fellowship to a graduate student in the Philosophy Department at George
Mason University. The student receiving this scholarship will be required to submit
a paper on a Masonic topic for us in our Valley’s bulletin. Further application details
are available from the Alexandria Scottish Rite Secretary.
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8 April 2018—Friends and Family Charity Dinner
Tim Shrum, KCCH, Event Chair

I have some very exciting and uplifting news to report with regards to the Alexandria Scottish Rite
2018 Friends and Family Charity Dinner. The dinner is shaping up to rival last year with a program
that is designed for all of us and our guests to have FUN! But the Program this year also brings with
it a real opportunity to demonstrate to the public how we, as Scottish Rite Masons, support the
community by helping Children with Language Disorders.
Our Program kicks off with a Scotch and Lemon drop tasting along with a world class cellist providing
wonderful music. At the same we have an opportunity bid on the silent auction items. We have
some incredibly exciting auction items, and a small sample is listed below:



•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Penn State vs Ohio State Football tickets
A collection of books (Mystery) signed and written by an
internationally acclaimed author
A day at the range with Paul Evancoe (Retired Navy Seal)
Baskets with International Themes (Chocolates, Wines, etc.)
Tickets to the Spy Museum
A backstage tour of the George Washington Masonic Memorial
Incredible Art work of all varieties
Masonic Memorabilia
Swords
A signed Kenny Chesney Guitar
A Golf foursome at Belmont Country Club

We will have a scrumptious meal followed by a great speaker – a patient from RiteCare – who will put
us up close and personal about why we are at the dinner. The evening ends with a fun live auction
as we have the opportunity to bid against each other.
Due to the popularity of the dinner, I encourage you to get your reservations in as soon as possible.
And remember, please invite your neighbors to this fun event that showcases our charitable activities.
Please complete a registration form if you are coming to the dinner. It helps make sure your name
tags are correct and your food selection is accurate. A Registration form is included immediately
below, and is also available on our website [http://www.alexandriascottishritecharityevent.org].

(Continued on Page 6.)
Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin Mar-Apr 2018

Page 5

8 April 2018—Friends and Family Charity Dinner

(Continued from Page 5.)

Tasteful auction items are always welcome. Please provide all auction items by
March 19, 2018, if at all possible. The donation form below is available at https://
groups.google.com/a/alexandriascottishrite.org/forum/#!msg/members/SP7FV1zd49E/
uQftZRDoBAAJ
Auction Item

A golf foursome at Belmont County Club, Ashburn, VA

We appreciate you becoming a sponsor – the
various types of sponsorships are listed on our
website. So far we have 19 tables committed and
are eleven tables away from our goal of having
thirty table sponsors. Our event sponsorship
levels also are coming along very well, but we still
have some work to do to meet our goal of $20,000
in sponsorships. Please reach out to three
businesses for sponsorships. I have attached a
flyer below for the public, which can be found at:

https://groups.google.com/a/
alexandriascottishrite.org/forum/#!msg/
members/SP7FV1zd49E/uQftZRDoBAAJ

(Continued on Page 7.)
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8 April 2018—Friends and Family Charity Dinner

(Continued from Page 6.)

After our SIP and Paint event on February 10, 2018, our LADIES are very excited about the dinner.
SO, SEE YOU ON APRIL 8, 2018, at the beautiful Fairview Park Marriott.
Also, here is the link to our Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/events/1470918072990025/ Or
search on Facebook for Alexandria Scottish Rite 2018 Friends and Family Dinner.
WE CAN DO THIS BRETHERN.
REMEMBER THIS IS ALL ABOUT HELPING CHILDREN SPEAK BETTER.
Thanks again for the honor of chairing this event and GET READY for a FANTASTIC and exciting
dinner.
Sincerely and Fraternally
Brother Tim Shrum

Spring Reunion – 21 and 28 April
Paul Evancoe, 33º and Jim Loudermilk, 33º
The fundamental ingredient for all fraternal organizations' continued survival is their membership.
Without a vibrant and involved membership, fraternal organizations simply can't survive. The
Scottish Rite is no different. To remain viable, we must replace our deceased numbers with at least
equal numbers of new members to prevent erosion of our membership total. While we all share the
responsibility of bringing in new members, we, as an organization, are failing and our overall
membership decline reflects it.
In recognition of the above, we might ask ourselves how some Lodges continually produce 4 or 5
petitions each Reunion. What is their magical formula? What are they doing that motivates their Blue
Lodge Masons to join the Scottish Rite? Being a member of one of those particular Blue Lodges
myself, I think the magic begins during Catechism. As the mysteries of Masonry are explained, our
instructors are careful to impart that there is far more to learn following Master Mason proficiency
and that knowledge is available through the Scottish Rite.
This is not to say (or expect) that all Blue Lodges are on the same membership plane or that they
even should be. Rather, it is a means to an end. The means is seeking further light in Masonry.
The end is by petitioning and joining the Scottish Rite - the University of Free Masonry. In Blue
Lodges that enjoy a healthy membership, we also see a vast majority of them as Scottish Rite
members – and involved Scottish Rite members "grow" more Scottish Rite members.
Plain and simple: we need petitions and we need lots of
them. That task falls directly in your lap as a Scottish Rite
member. Ask your fellow Masons to join us. Set an
example and demonstrate what being a motivated Scottish
Rite Mason is all about. Our Valley is composed of 43 Blue
Lodges. One or more petitions from each of those Lodges
would reduce our membership losses. Two or more
petitions would stop the membership bleed and reverse the
declining membership trend. It's up to all of us to make the
difference.
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Wise Master’s Message: Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal
Adam Duncan, KCCH, Wise Master, Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix
The Rose Croix Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal is a very thoughtful Scottish Rite
ceremony that allows us to reflect and remember those Brethren and our Masonic friends who
came before us and labored diligently in the quarry of Freemasonry. Since we have inherited their
combined contributions and the legacy they have built for us, we should offer them praise and sincere
gratitude for their dedication and hard work. In truth, we need to endeavor to improve upon their
legacy as our own contributions to the Masonic Craft.
While we are deeply saddened and mourn that these Brethren are no longer with us, we must
remember their lasting friendships as well as our fond memories of time well spent together in
Freemasonry. We should reflect upon the duality of nature; spring and winter, life and death, light
and darkness, and coming full circle with finally accepting that our Brethren have ascended above,
to that celestial abode, not made with hands eternal in the heavens.
Wallace
Samuel
Fred
Barnard
Thomas
Roy
Allen
Ted
Arthur
George
Edwin
Francis
Donovan
Thomas
Frederick
Abraham
Lee
David

Layne
Thomas
Darrell
Joseph
Joel
Holland
Lee
Michael
Harold
William
Arrington
Yowell
Luther
Harry
F
Carr
Allen

Adams
Atkinson
Barker
Corbin
Dame
Elrod
Franklin
Gall
Goding
Govan
Griffith
Hudson
Humphries
King
Kolb
Kramer
Lamoreux
Lane

1/12/2017
9/15/2017
10/23/2017
5/11/2017
5/26/2017
12/17/2016
2/7/2017
10/7/2017
4/23/2013
3/22/2017
unknown
1/20/2017
3/22/2017
8/8/2017
1/31/2017
10/20/2017
2/11/2017
12/30/2016

Thomas
Donald
William
Varney
Grant
James
Horace
George
Delbert "Bill"
George
Frederick
Robert
Lloyd
Thomas
John
Raymond
Harrold

Richard
Hogan
Henry
Reed
Grover
Edward
Hoffman
Gorham
Elston

Miller
Misner
Muehleib
Nell
Nicholoi, Jr
Posey, Jr
Russell
Scott, III
Sheads
Shuster
Carl
Smail
Luther
Smith
Saunders Thompson
Levelle
Wallace
Henry
Wilken, Jr.
Larry
Wolfe
Carr
Woodward

9/7/2017
5/18/2017
6/15/2017
5/4/2017
9/21/2016
10/12/2017
11/5/2017
10/6/2017
4/10/2017
12/1/2000
9/17/2017
3/13/2017
9/28/2014
2/16/2017
4/2/2017
2/19/2017
8/20/2017

For the departed Brethren, we offer this prayer from the Evening Memorial Service (Virginia
Presentation manual).
“O God, our Father in Heaven; the giver of life and light and love, our help and solace in times of trial
and sorrow. Thou has assured us that when we walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
Thou art with us. Thy rod and Thy staff comfort us. Thou art our light and our salvation, our refuge
and our strength in time of trouble.

We thank Thee for the life of our Brother. We thank Thee that he was one of our fellowship and that
we were privileged to labor with him in the mystic ties of Brotherhood. We are grateful to Thee for the
memories of him which we shall carry always in our hearts. We thank Thee for all that he has meant
to those who were near and dear to him through the ties of family and friendship
Above all we are grateful to Thee for teaching us that, while the body is mortal, the soul is immortal.
Though the outward form we knew and loved be removed from our sight, we have the assurance that
Thou has taken to Thyself his soul, which is the enduring essence of life. This conviction Thou hast
implanted in us through Thy Holy Word, which is the Great Light of Masonry.
(Continued on Page 9.)

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin Mar-Apr 2018 Page 8

Wise Master’s Message: Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal
(Continued from Page 8.)

We earnestly beseech Thee that this short time which we spend together may renew and strengthen
our convictions and hope. Let Thy peace abide with us now and lead us ever in the paths of
righteousness. In Thy name we make this prayer. Amen.”
For those who have not ascended to the celestial abode above, I offer these Masonic reflections to
consider our future purpose on this Earth. We can look at one of the Rose Croix Chapter degrees for
further understanding and enlightenment. Lessons for the living that can be learned from the 18⁰
Knight of the Rose Croix. The following are excerpts and reflections from Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor
(2009).
“As one of the most philosophical and practical Degrees in Freemasonry, it encourages earnest
thought and introspection. You will be presented with that great enigma of the universe; the question
of opposites, and reconciliation of sin and wrong, and pain and suffering, with the theory of the
unbounded and unwearying beneficence of God.
Lessons of the 18th Degree. “Faith, Hope and Charity.”
FAITH, in ourselves and in our power to do good; faith in our fellowmen and in God who is
infinitely wise, good, merciful and loving. He is not a tyrant, but a parent whose direction turns the
entire universe into one harmonious whole, governed by one great law of humanity.
HOPE, in the ultimate triumph of Masonry. Hope, that shall help make all men one family.
Hope, in the cessation of war and bloodshed. Hope, that the downfall of all tyranny – temporal or
spiritual – will bring peace and liberty everywhere.
CHARITY, taught us by faith and hope. Charity, for the faults and injustices of our Brethren. It
teaches us to do to other men only that which we should feel is right and merciful for them to do to
us.”
From the Entered Apprentice lecture we learn these principles as well: To have Faith in God, Hope in
immortality, and Charity to all mankind. The greatest of these is Charity, for our Faith may be lost in
sight, Hope ends in fruition, but Charity extends beyond the grave throughout the boundless realms
of eternity.
Let us now remember these gentle Brethren with fondness and let us continue to work together in
harmony in the quarry of Freemasonry to continue building a great Masonic Legacy.
Fraternally,

Biography of Adam Duncan, KCCH
Wise Master, Alexandria Chapter Rose Croix

Brother Duncan was born at Georgetown Hospital in the District of Columbia in
January of 1972. He grew up in Mt. Vernon, Alexandria, until the age of seven
when he moved to Sweden. He spent the next 11 years in Sweden, returning to
the U.S. in 1989 to finish high school and then attended George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia.
Upon graduating in 1994 he has worked in the Defense Industry as a contractor in various
progressively more senior finance and accounting leadership positions.
Brother Duncan was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason in August 2005 in Andrew
Jackson Lodge #120. He served all officer stations from Junior Steward to Senior Warden, was its
Worshipful Master in 2012, and now serves as the Lodge Secretary. He also is an LMIP member of
the A. Douglas Smith Lodge of Research #1949.
(Continued on Page 10.)
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Biography of Adam Duncan, KCCH
Wise Master, Alexandria Chapter Rose Croix

(Continued from Page 9.)

Brother Duncan has been an active member of the Grand Lodge Committee on Life Membership in
Perpetuity since 2010, and served as District Deputy Grand Master for Masonic District 1A in 2016.
In 2017, RW Duncan was appointed Masonic Regional Home Ambassador for Region 7 and serves
on the Grand Lodge Committee of Masonic Home Ambassadors.
Brother Duncan became a member of the Mount Vernon Chapter #14, Royal Arch Mason in 2007
and served as High Priest and Thrice Illustrious Master of a Council of Royal and Select Masters
2014 - 2015. He is a life member of Mt. Vernon #14 and he served as its Secretary from 2016-2017.
He has been nominated to serve as District Deputy Grand High Priest for the 2019 Capitular Year.
He also is a member of Old Dominion Commandery #11 where he served as Eminent Commander
from 2013 - 2014. He is a life member and currently serves as a Trustee. Brother Duncan received
the KYCH, Knights of the York Cross of Honor in 2017. He was made a member of the Knight
Masons in 2017, and elected to the Washington and Lee York Rite College in 2017.
Brother Duncan is the great grandnephew of James M. Duncan, who was one of the eight founding
members of the Scottish Rite Valley of Alexandria. He followed in those footsteps, becoming a 32nd
degree Mason in the Alexandria Valley in 2006. He is a life member of the Alexandria Valley and one
of the charter members of the Alexandria Knight’s of St. Andrew. He normally communicates the
16th & 17th Degrees during the Scottish Rite Reunions, and assists as a prompter for the 18th
Degree. He is also a member of the Budget and Finance Committee. He was coroneted Knight
Commander Court of Honor (KCCH) in 2017, and is currently serving as the Wise Master in the
Alexandria Chapter Rose Croix.

Thank you Loudoun Scottish Rite Club
In the context of our upcoming Reunion and meeting the needs of Scottish Rite members who live at
a distance from our Alexandria Temple, we commend your attention to the Loudoun County Scottish
Rite Club (LSRC). It is off to a great year! At their January meeting they received three members of
the Valley’s Fall Reunion Class and distributed a petition to another MM seeking more light.
The Valley’s newest members in Western Loudoun County have been integrated into LSRC, and the
Club has decided to complete the Master Craftsman 1 Course program as one of its activities this
year. The club is also using a meeting format that incorporates informative and beneficial programs
and fellowship at every meeting, and is rotating the location of its meetings to provide easier
access to everyone.
The Club welcomes all Master Masons who might be interested in joining the Scottish Rite as well
as Scottish Rite Masons from any Valley.
Join with them for fellowship and an interesting program at their March and April meetings. On
March 21, 2018, they will meet at Olive Branch Lodge #114, located at 108 Cornwall St NE,
Leesburg, VA 20176; 7:00 p.m. Social/7:30 p.m. Dinner and Meeting with a program by Brother
Raymon Bacchus. On April 18, 2018, they meet near Freedom Lodge #118, at the Market Table
Bistro located at 13 E. Broad Way, Lovettsville, VA 20180; 7:00 p.m. Social/7:30 p.m. Dinner and
Meeting with a program by Bro. Kevin Homan, KCCH.
Club membership dues are $12 for the 1 July 2017 - 30 June 2018 club year. Cash or checks made
out to Loudoun Scottish Rite Club may be paid to the Club Secretary who can be reached at
Secretary.lsrc@gmail.com.
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Anno Lucis

Donald L. McAndrews, KCCH, Orator, Alexandria Lodge of Perfection.

Have you ever listened to your Lodge Secretary read the minutes and refer to AD 2018, AL 6018,
and wonder what the “AL” means? There may even be a few brothers who wonder what “AD”
means. These are the initials of Latin words which denote the computational method by which the
date is determined – in other words, from where did we start counting the years?
In the case of AD, we start counting from the supposed birth of Jesus Christ. “AD” refers to the Latin
“Anno Domini.” Anno means “year,” and Domini means “Lord.” Taken together they mean “The
Year of the Lord,” which is what you may have seen written out in older documents.
So, where did AL and the extra 4000 years come from? Originally it was thought that the creation
of the earth took place in the year 4004 BC (that’s “Before Christ”). James Ussher, Archbishop of
Armagh in Ireland made this calculation around the year AD 1650. Using clues from Genesis and
various other books of the Bible, he set the precise date and time of creation as October 22, 4004
BC, at sunset. Bishop Ussher called this starting point Anno Mundi or the Year of the World. In the
late 17th and early 18th centuries, Ussher’s chronology was printed in the margins of many copies
of the authorized King James Bible.
When the first Grand Lodge formed in London in AD 1717, this chronology was accepted as fact.
Masons borrowed from this chronology to lend a more ancient pedigree to our fraternity. Although
modern science has proven creation to have taken place much earlier, Freemasons around the
world use a similar calculation of 4000 plus the current year to mark the passage of years in the
Craft or Blue Lodge and in the Scottish Rite. Being mindful that the Supreme Architect’s first act of
creation was to create light, and that each Mason’s lifelong quest is in search of more light, we refer
to our calendar as Anno Lucis, which is Latin for the Year of Light, hence the abbreviation AL.
Peculiar systems of measuring the passing years extends to other bodies in Masonry. Royal
Arch Masons mark the years Anno Inventionis or the Year of Discovery. This relates back to the
rebuilding of the second Temple by Zerubbabel, the Prince of the Jews, in the Holy Land in 530 BC,
when certain lost secrets were discovered in the rubble of the original Temple and so Royal Arch
Masonry adds 530 years to the current year and 2018 AD becomes 2548 AL in the Royal Arch
Chapter.
Cryptic Masons (Royal and Select Masters) mark their calendars from the year in which Solomon’s
original Temple was completed. The Cryptic ritual deals with the deposit of certain secrets in the
original Temple, which led to the notation on the Cryptic Calendar Anno Depositionis, which means
Year of the Deposit. This adds 1000 years to the present time, making the year 2018 into 3018.
This is a bit confusing since Anno Domino and Anno Depositionis have the same initials AD.
Knights Templar do not add years but deduct them. Templars mark their calendars from the
formation of the original order of Knights Templar by Hugues de Payens and eight other knights
in the year 1118 AD. Therefore, Knights Templar deduct 1118 from the present year and 2018
becomes 900 Anno Ordinis or the Year of the Order.
Anno Domino, Anno Mundi, Anno Lucis, Anno Inventionis, Anno Depositionis, Anno Ordinis; these
all have special meanings for each Masonic body using them. My Brethren, I challenge you; any
time you come across something in our fraternity that you do not understand, let that be an invitation
for you to explore a little deeper in your lifelong quest for more light in Masonry.
Fraternally,
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The 2017 Alexandria Valley Community Service Award

All photos by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33º

We had an outstanding awards dinner before our January 12 meeting where we recognized the
2017 Heads of Bodies for the outstanding job they did, and we presented Certificates of Merit and
Certificates of Appreciation to those selected to receive this recognition at our December Executive
Council meeting (see January-February 2018 Bulletin for the list).
We then presented our 2018 Community Service award to the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department’s’ Virginia Task Force One and Urban Search and Rescue Team. Representing the
Department were Battalion Fire Chief Chris Schaff, Captain Matt Burns, and Lieutenants Eric Wyatt
and Mike Eddy, and their ladies.
The members of these units are all volunteers who have to have very extensive training beyond
that given other firefighters. They are deployed nationally in partnership with the Department of
Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency and internationally in partnership
with the U.S. Agency for International Development’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance. To
give just a few examples, their deployments included missions to help in Puerto Rica after Hurricane
Maria, in Florida after Hurricane Matthew, in Arkansas after a tornado, and in Washington State after
a mud slide. They assisted in Oklahoma City after a bombing, and at the Pentagon after a terrorist
attack. They went to places such as Haiti, Japan, Nepal, and Turkey to help after earthquakes, and
to Bolivia, the Czech Republic, Indonesia, Mozambique, Panama, and Paraguay after floods had
occurred.
Chris Schaff, the Taskforce leader explained that in order to carry out their mission to rescue
victims from collapsed structures following a natural or man-made catastrophic event, the team
has emergency managers and planners, physicians and paramedics, and specialists in the fields of
structural engineering, heavy rigging, collapse rescue, logistics, hazardous materials,
communications, canine, and technical search.

It was truly inspiring to be with these heroes.

Battalion Fire Chief Chris Schaff, Captain Matt Burns,
and Lieutenants Eric Wyatt and Mike Eddy

Ill. Norman L. Hoff, Jr., 33º,
Certificate of Merit
(Continued on Page 13.)
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The 2017 Alexandria Valley Community Service Award
and Installation Photographs
(Continued from Page 12.)

(Continued on Page 14.)
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The 2017 Alexandria Valley Community Service Award
and Installation Photographs
(Continued from Page 13.)

2018 SR Heads of Bodies
(Left to Right)
Christopher R. Chrzanowski, KCCH
Adam C. Duncan, KCCH
Ill. Ed Cohen, Installing Officer
Keith G. Gawrys, KCCH
Peter S. Jensen, KCCH

2018 Scottish Rite Officers

Catered by
Al Manarah Court #50,
Ladies Oriental Shrine of NA
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Secretary’s Southeast Corner - Ill. David C. Morris, 33º, Secretary
SPECIAL PROGRAM - Brothers SUSPENDED for 2 years
Call the Valley Office for details. 703 998-9044
In January we had to suspend 64 of our members, something we don’t like to do.
They will no longer received the Bulletins, or be connected to our Brotherhood.
Check your MEMBERSHIP CARD, if it doesn’t have “2018”, or “Life Member” on it,
we can help.
Don’t forget membership can be paid by Credit Card
OUR ALEXANDRIA SCOTTISH RITE CLUBS
We have 2 very active Valley Clubs, which meet monthly. Check the calendar for times and places.

PETITIONS NEEDED FOR THE SPRING 2018 REUNION
April 21st & 28th will be our Spring Reunion. Please be sure to PRINT the Petitions and see that
they are received by the March or April Meetings.
BUILDING RENEWAL AND UPGRADES
Please bear with us, as we are into the renewal, in many parts of the building. This may cause
meetings to be moved in the months ahead, The completion date is still the very end of May.
The New Elevator is scheduled to be in service in April.

Calendar of Upcoming Events
MARCH 2018

March 9 – 6:30 p.m.
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.
Pre-Meeting Dinner
(Reservations by Mar. 6)
(Rose Croix & Lodge of Perfection)
March 10 - 8:00 a.m.
Grand Lodge of VA Division
Leadership Conf.
Alexandria SR Temple
March 17 – 8:30 a.m.
Scottish Rite Spring Workshop
S/R Valley of Richmond
Richmond, VA
March 21 – 7:00 p.m.
Loudoun SR Club
Olive Branch Lodge #114
Leesburg, VA
March 28 - 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Club Meeting
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg
(Reservations by Mar. 23)

APRIL 2018

April 8 – 3:30 p.m.
FRIENDS & FAMILY
DINNER & AUCTION
Falls Church - Marriott

April 28th – 7:15 a.m.
Spring Reunion- 2nd Day

MAY 2018

April 13 – 6:00 p.m.
Executive Council Meeting
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.
(Consistory, Council of Kadosh,
& Lodge of Perfection)

May 11 – 6:00 p.m.
Ladies Night
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.
Pre-Meeting Dinner
(Reservations by May 8)
(Lodge of Perfection)

April 18 - Registration 7- 8 p.m.
For the 2018 Spring Class
Dining Room

May 16 – 7:00 p.m.
Loudoun SR Club
Location – TBD

April 18 – 6:30 p.m.
Loudoun SR Club
Market Table Bistro
Lovettsville, VA

May 19 - 6:00 p.m.
Celebrating the Craft
Alexandria Scottish Rite

April 21 – 7:15 a.m.
Spring Reunion- 1st Day
April 25 – 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Club Meeting
Cassia Lodge, Woodstock, VA
(Reservations by Apr. 20)

May 23 - 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Club Meeting
Spurmont Lodge—Strasburg
(Reservations by May 18)
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SCOTTISH RITE BULLETIN
Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia
Illustrious David H. Smith, Sr., 33°, Editor
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org
Jason W. Lotz, KCCH, Content Coordinator

All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear
in this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,
unless otherwise indicated.
Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°
Assistant Secretary:
Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°
Treasurer:
Illustrious O. McNeil (Neil) Marple, 33°
ILLUSTRIOUS ROY M. HEASTER, 33°
Treasurer Emeritus

The mailing address is:
P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313
Office Phone: (703) 998-9044
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at
1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change
of address, phone number, or email address. This is
very important so that you may receive The Scottish
Rite Journal and other publications and correspondence without delay.

THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED

Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere
our ultimate goal.
ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°
Lieutenant Grand Commander and
SGIG in the Orient of Virginia
ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria

STATED MEETINGS
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection
Second Friday of each month
CHRISTOPHER R. CHRZANOWSKI, KCCH
Venerable Master

Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix
Second Friday
February, March, July, November
ADAM C. DUNCAN, KCCH
Wise Master

Alexandria Council of Kadosh
Second Friday
February, April, July, November
KEITH G. GAWRYS, KCCH
Commander

Alexandria Consistory

Second Friday
April, August, October, December
PETER S. JENSEN, KCCH
Master of Kadosh
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