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Personal Representative’s Message

Edmund Cohen, 33° — Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria

I have read over the years some fascinating stories about survival against incredible
odds. Some have been in a wilderness setting, some in the desert, and some at sea,
but the common thread seems to be attitude. In the face of catastrophe and disaster,
some people just refuse to quit when others simply give up.
You may have come across this type of resiliency in people facing difficulties although
in far less extreme circumstances. These are people who have a hard life with
numerous problems, yet they retain a cheerful, optimistic, and upbeat attitude. They
keep trying, and are a pleasure to be with despite their problems. You also may have
met others who face far fewer challenges, but even a minor setback seems to throw them off
balance; they always seem unhappy and discontent, and they often try to bring you down as well.
There are many books that address this issue of attitude and try to teach you how to
look on the bright side of life. One you may have read as a child is The Little Engine
that Could – a story of perseverance and determination, of doing your best and never
giving up. There are a number of well-known books for adults. A classic is The Power
of Positive Thinking by Norman Vincent Peale, which cultivates a philosophy of life that
encourages us to stop sabotaging ourselves by being negative and focus instead on the
positive by believing that we can do what we need to do, and can succeed. There also is Dale
Carnegie’s How to Win Friends and Influence People, and How to Stop Worrying and Start Living.
These books contain rules for making us happier and overcoming life’s challenges. Of course, there
are any number of other self-help and motivational books available to peruse which might be of
assistance to you.
But there also is much in Masonic philosophy that prepares us to meet the challenges of life and deal
with the crises we must face. It takes study and reflection, but there are lessons to be learned about
fortitude in the Entered Apprentice Degree; about perseverance and constancy under difficulties and
discouragements in the 15th degree; the lesson of hope as strength in the 18th and 24th degrees;
and steadfastness in adversity in the 30th degree. These Masonic principles once internalized can
have a very positive effect on how we evaluate life and how we make our decisions.

It is necessary that we do this because, even if everything seems to be going our way at present, it is
a given that each of us will have to face a number of life crises, some of us to a greater, and some to
a lesser extent. We never know when an automobile accident might occur, or a disaster will strike.
We may lose our job, suffer a serious illness, face the death of a loved one, and eventually our own
demise.
(Continued on Page 2.)

Don’t Miss The

Scottish Rite / KENA Joint Picnic

Annual Visit to James Madison University and
the David Kruger Summer Clinic

July 22—11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

July 11, 2017
Call the Secretary if you plan to attend. (Driving Directions on Page 5.)

KENA Shrine Center, Fairfax

Personal Representative’s Message

(Continued from Page 1.)

When hard times arrive, it is natural that our anxiety and fears will grow, and the accompanying
stress and depression can overwhelm us to the point that we are nearly incapacitated and virtually
non-functioning. It is often hard not to descend into grief and despair when misfortune strikes, but it
helps at such times if we have already cultivated an inner strength, a faith if you will, that allows us to
confront these challenges with the resolution and resolve that we need to muscle through these low
points in our lives, to get past our worrying, our depression and sorrow, and begin to climb back to a
state of equilibrium where we can once again function.
Motivational books, Masonic philosophy, and faith all can go a long way toward helping to mold our
attitudes and building in us the strength we will need to face challenges and setbacks. But at such
times Freemasonry can help us in another way in the support we can give to and get from each other.
In times of grief and sorrow, in illness and in pain, a Masonic support system can improve our
situation, no matter how bleak. And though we may be, or try to be, self-reliant, the encouragement
and assistance of a friend and Brother can provide the perspective we may need, the human
closeness we crave, and the emotional strength we require. All of this can substantially help us to
manage our anxiety, and provide us with the courage we need to find our way and regain that attitude
that will allow us to function and gain whatever joy is possible out of each day.
Recognizing this, it is our duty as Masons to provide that type of support to our Brethren.
This requires a generosity of spirit and the willingness to find the time to spend with our Brethren in
need. The impact on our Brethren is immense, and the rewards to ourselves are no less.
Sincerely and Fraternally

Ed Cohen

Labor is Worship:
Understanding the Doctrine of the Order of Freemasonry
Daniel Meshel, ASR Glass Graduate Fellow at George Mason University

This feature article is by Daniel Meshel, the 2016 Alexandria Scottish Rite Fellow, who is pursuing his
graduate studies in philosophy at George Mason University. This essay explores his research on
“labor” and “work” from classical philosophical, contemporary, and Masonic perspectives.
"With this hand work, and with the other pray,
And God will bless them both from day to day."
(The Symbolism of Freemasonry, Albert G. Mackey)

“Laborare est orare,” or “labor is worship,” is a frequent theme found in a study of Masonic texts.
Albert Mackey wrote that labor is “one of the most beautiful features of the Masonic institution,” and
that “to labor is to pray; or, in other words, labor is worship” (Mackey A. G., 1914, p. 437). Mackey
further opined that this understanding is “the very doctrine that has been advanced and maintained,
from time immemorial, as a leading dogma of the Order of Freemasonry” (Mackey, The Symbolism of
Freemasonry, 1882).
Albert Pike echoed this same view by reminding the reader that “all Masonry is work,
and that the trowel is an emblem of the Degrees in this Council” (Pike, 2011, p. 314).
He went on to write that “there is a perennial nobleness and even sacredness in work …
The deep Death-Kingdoms, the stars in their never-resting course, all Space and Time,
silently and continually admonish us that we too must work while it is called today.
Labor, wide as the Earth, has its summit in Heaven. To toil, whether with the sweat of
the brow, or of the brain or heart, is worship—the noblest thing yet discovered beneath the
Stars” (Pike, 2011, p. 415).
(Continued on Page 3.)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Pike
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Understanding the Doctrine of the Order of Freemasonry
Daniel Meshel, ASR Glass Graduate Fellow at George Mason University

(Continued from Page 2.)

He expanded his view that labor is worship in the particularly expressive paragraph quoted below:
“Much of the Masonic secret manifests itself, without speech revealing it, to him who
even partially comprehends all the Degrees in proportion as he receives them; and
particularly to those who advance to the highest Degrees of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite. That Rite raises a corner of the veil, even in the Degree of Apprentice;
for it declares that Masonry is a worship… Masonry labors to improve the social order
by enlightening men’s minds, warming their hearts with the love of the good, inspiring
them with the great principle of human fraternity, and requiring of its disciples that their
language and actions shall conform to that principle, that they shall enlighten each
other, control their passions, abhor vice, and pity the vicious man as one afflicted with a
deplorable malady” (Pike, 2011, p. 286).
This theme appears throughout Albert Pike’s Morals and Dogma, notably in the 14th, 16th, and
22nd degrees.
In clarifying Masonry as a worship, Arthur de Hoyos noted that “the true Mason ‘ministers’ (aids or
serves) humanity by sacrificing his base interests for the good of others. Thus, Masonic ‘worship’ is
active labor on behalf of humanity” (Pike, 2011, p. 286).
As a non-Mason with only a cursory understanding of its teachings, I was perplexed by the use
of the words “labor” and “work.” In one instance Pike uses the term “labor is worship,” and in another
instance uses the term “work is worship.” While he often uses them interchangeably, they sometimes
seemed to refer to a variety of many different activities and outcomes. This seemed significant
because this Masonic conception of labor and work differs from its use in classical philosophy, and
given my ongoing study of philosophy, I thought I might present the classical philosophical notions
of labor and work, and a brief historical account of the terms’ evolution. In the end, I hope this will
provide a deeper understanding of the Masonic conception.
In antiquity, labor (pomein in Greek, laborare in Latin) was understood to be something slavish and
animalistic, that involved pain and trouble, that never produced a finished product, and corresponded
with practices necessary to the maintenance of life (e.g. foraging for food, hunting, eating, etc.). On
the other hand, work (ergazesthai in Greek, facere in Latin), while similar to the activity of labor, was
understood to correspond with the construction of something artificial that had some level of temporal
permanence and resulted in a finished product (e.g. masonry, weaving, etc.) (Arendt 1958).
For the Ancient Greeks, laboring to provide for human necessity was considered slavish and
animalistic. Humans, as opposed to animals, were defined by their ability to reason and practice
virtue, and what humans shared with animals was not considered human or the proper function of the
human. In the same way, those qualities that were shared with other animals were excluded, such
as nutrition and growth. What was left after shedding similarities to other animals pointed the
Greeks to the conclusion that the proper function of the human “consists in an activity of the soul in
conformity with a rational principle” (Aristotle 1999).
As such, to labor was to reduce the human to that of an animal, which labored for its necessities in
order to survive. Freedom from necessity was essential for an individual to develop virtue and
practical wisdom, as well as live the contemplative life. It was through leisure that people were able
to participate in activities of the soul, such as education, philosophy, and music. These activities
were done for themselves and for no other end, as opposed to labor, which was done for the means
of survival. It was in this way that the Greeks sought to free themselves from the toil of labor in order
to pursue those goods they believed allowed them to reach their end—the happy and good life.
(Continued on Page 6.)
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Master Kadosh Message

Hector N Mujica, Alexandria Consistory

As I ponder how to express the source of my intellectual Freemasonic dilemma, I am asking that you
consider and reflect on my concerns, which I believe may also be shared by other Scottish Rite
Brethren.
The issue before us is that the fundamental universal philosophical principles of Freemasonry have
the potential to be modified or altered for the purpose of fitting our cultural, personal, or societal
preferences, thus, altering the fundamental message of Freemasonry and teachings of Freemasonry,
and even the way Freemasonry is perceived.
We say that we seek knowledge in all areas of human endeavor. We are challenged to establish
truth, to use geometry, arithmetic, and fundamental reason to enlarge our understanding of nature
and of all human beings. We are tasked to respect cultural differences, phases of development, and
the nature of our existence in the universe. We are encouraged to study history and science to make
intellectual progress and not repeat the errors of past civilizations. We are the result of human
intellectual development, which has evolved over millennia, and we are called upon to reject dogmas
that limit our fundamental philosophy of “Liberte du Pense,” our ability to enjoy Liberty of Thought.
We as Freemasons are charged to live daily the teachings and principles of the Ancient Accepted
Scottish Rite degrees. However, we must reflect and ask ourselves, “Do we sincerely accept all
what science has proven to be true? Do we reject unproven assertions? Do we use daily the rules
of reason to live in peace and harmony with all human beings?” In answering these questions I find
myself at odds with what I hear, see, and experience in daily life, and even sometimes in the temples
of Freemasonry.
As Freemasons, we should not deviate from our path towards enlightenment as we integrate
popular cultural ideas into the teachings and experiences within Freemasonry. Brethren, I urge you
to consider, discuss, and explore these thoughts, if you, too, struggle with these issues. It is time to
nurture the core beliefs of Freemasonry against bigotry and other ideas that run counter to our
Masonic principles.
On a more mundane level, I hope to see you not only at our regular Valley meetings on 14 July and
11 August (when we also will have Executive Council meetings) but also at two other important
events. The first is on Tuesday, 11 July, when we make our annual visit to James Madison University
to observe the David Kruger Scottish Rite Summer Speech and Language Clinic. The second is on
Saturday, 22 July, when we will be having our joint family picnic with Kena Shrine. Your lady would
enjoy both events, and the children will have a great time at the picnic.
Sincerely and Fraternally

Hector Mujica
Biography of Hector Mujica, KCCH
Master of Kadosh, Alexandria Consistory

Hector Nibaldo Mujica was born in Chile and graduated from the University of
Chile as a High School Teacher and is a Certified State Teacher in Biology and
Physical Education in Chile and Virginia.
He came to the US with his wife Betty and daughter Barbara and studied at Virginia Tech in 1977.
He became a US citizen and obtained a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies in Educational
Administration from Virginia Tech in 1986.
Based on his teaching degrees in Biology and Physical Education in addition to his studies at Virginia
Tech, he was certified in Virginia as an Elementary, Middle, and High School Principal.
(Continued on Page 5.)

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin Jul-Aug 2017 Page 4

Biography of Hector Mujica, KCCH

(Continued from Page 4.)

He worked as a Vice-Principal at Weaver Center in Greensboro, North Carolina, until moving to
Fairfax, Virginia in 1989 to work as a Sub-School Principal at Hayfield Secondary School in the
Fairfax County Public School System. He worked in a number of Fairfax County schools until his
retirement in 2010.
Brother Mujica had the unique opportunity to represent the University of Chile while working for the
Columbia University Lamont Geological Observatory on two Antarctic expeditions in 1964 on board
the US Antarctic Research Oceanographic ship Eltanin. He later joined the United States Coast
Guard Auxiliary in 1987. He was a First Lieutenant and Instructor for Flotilla #14-06; his last station
was the Alexandria - Radio Base Station in 1993.
Brother Mujica was initiated as an Entered Apprentice in 1968 at Bernardo O'Higgins Lodge # 79 in
Santiago under the Grand Lodge of Chile, and under that system it took ten years before being raised
as a Master Mason. He also was a Scottish Rite Mason in the Valley of Nunoa in Chile. Brother
Mujica joined Henry Lodge # 57, reaching the position of Junior Warden before having to step out of
the line due to health issues. He is a member of the A. Douglass Smith Lodge of Research # 1949
and also Alexandria-Washington Lodge # 22.
He affiliated with the Alexandria Valley in 2008. He currently is the Coordinator and Instructor for
the Valleys Master Craftsman Program. He received the rank and decoration of Knight Commander
of the Court of Honour in 2013, is the Degree Master for the Fifth Degree, and currently serving
presently as the Master of Kadosh of the Alexander Consistory.

The Alexandria Valley Scholarships

Harold Chdsey, KCCH, Chair Scholarship Subcommittee

The Alexandria Valley Scottish Rite has awarded scholarships to undergraduate students under
our two scholarship programs. After careful consideration of the applications from DeMolay, Jobs
Daughters, and Rainbow members the Scholarship Committee approved eleven very intelligent
and promising students to receive the Glass Scholarship. Each person displayed leadership skills
through participation in multiple activities and has the potential to be a great future community leader.
Additionally, a group met to evaluate the applications received from the Grand Lodge for the
Alexandria Scottish Rite Bayliss Scholarships. We selected eight very deserving applicants. Again,
each of these students is very active and show great future community leadership potential.
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Scholarship Committee wants to
thank all who applied for the scholarships, congratulate the
awardees, and encourage all to remember this is an annual
activity. The notice for 2018 scholarships will be available
early next year. Brethren will again be asked to pass the
word to their family and friends to apply. Alexandria Brethren
will also be asked to participate in the selection process, so
they can see how highly qualified these applicants are for our
scholarships.

July 11, 2017
8:30 a.m.
Lunch is provided.

JMU David Kruger Summer Clinic
Speech and Language Disorders

DIRECTIONS TO JMU
July 11, 2017, 8:30 a.m.
 South on I-81 to Harrisonburg
 take Rt 33 EAST turnoff.
 At 2nd traffic light - UNIVERSITY BLVD turn right, and
 continue straight until you see
signs for entrance to JMU;
 turn right onto CARRIER DRIVE. Follow
CARRIER DRIVE around until you come to
the last parking lot on your right, and
 turn right into lot D-2. Park in a legal
parking space.
 Walk across the street to HHS Building.
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(Continued from Page 3.)

Similarly, occupations that hindered the development of practical wisdom and virtue were considered
“vulgar.” “Any task, craft, or branch of learning should be considered vulgar if it renders the body or
the mind of free people useless for the practices and activities of virtue. That is why the crafts that
put the body into a worse condition and work done for wages are called vulgar; for they debase the
mind and deprive it of leisure” (Aristotle, Politics 1998).
As you may have gleaned from the passage above, only those born to wealth had the capacity for
leisure that allowed the cultivation of virtue. Likewise, this Greek conception of labor and leisure
enforced the institution of slavery—an attempt to “exclude labor from the conditions of man’s life” —
that dominated others and subjected them to necessity by force. Hence, slaves became a piece of
property and a tool for maintaining life. “A slave [was] a piece of animate property” distinct from
inanimate tools incapable of completing tasks themselves, such as a hammer or a plow. For if
“shuttles wove cloth by themselves, and picks played the lyre… masters would not need
slaves” (Aristotle, Politics 1998).
By reducing humans to that of slaves and animate tools of action, they could use them to perform the
necessities of life and free their masters of labor and dependency. It was through slavery that Greek
masters were able to enjoy the happy life.
A contemporary Masonic definition of labor from One Hundred Words in Masonry also seems to
focus on the distinction between labor and work:
“The Latin labor meant toil, work, the putting forth of effort; it appears to be akin
to robur, or strength, preserved in our “robust.” While labor and work are used
interchangeably, the latter is a more generic word, and admits of a much wider range
of uses. Work may be either hard or easy, but labor is always hard. Work is used of all
sorts of effort; labor refers generally to muscular effort, followed by fatigue. When labor
is kept up unremittingly it is toil; and when toil is uninteresting, uninspiring, and poorly
paid it is drudgery. When working, one’s ambition is to succeed with it; when laboring,
one looks forward to resting from it; hence, it is from labor that we seek refreshment,
not from work” (Masonic Dictionary, 2017).
But, in general, the classical view of labor stands in contrast to that of Mackey and Pike, who wrote
of labor not as a burden or an activity relegated to the status of animals or the purview of slaves or
vulgar craftsmen, but rather, as a tool by which humans may “continually learn the virtues,” such as
patience, courage, perseverance, and “resolution to do better and improve” (Pike, 2011, p. 415).
Pike further wrote that “labor, when rightly understood, is both noble and ennobling, and intended
to develop man’s moral and spiritual nature, and not to be deemed a disgrace or a misfortune”
(Pike, 2011, p. 314).

We also witness a departure from classical thinking to the Masonic understanding as Pike writes that
“from being an animal, that eats and drinks and sleeps only, to become a worker, and with the hand
of ingenuity to pour his own thoughts into the moulds of Nature … is the greatest possible step in
privilege” (Pike, 2011, p. 417).
Although the Masonic conception of labor may involve fatiguing effort or toil, Pike wrote that “a life
of labor is not a state of inferiority or degradation,” for “the Almighty has not cast man’s lot … with
nothing to do but rise up and eat, and to lie down and rest. He has ordained that Work shall be done
… And this He has done, because it has pleased Him to give man a nature destined to higher ends
than indolent repose and irresponsible, profitless indulgence; and because, for developing the
energies of such a nature, work was the necessary and proper element” (Pike, 2011, p. 314).
(Continued on Page 7.)
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(Continued from Page 6.)

Unlike the classical distinction between labor and work, in the Masonic texts, the distinction is blurred.
In the Encyclopedia of Freemasonry and Its Kindred Sciences we read: "And so must the Freemason
labor. His labor must be visible to himself and to his Brethren, or, at least, it must conduce to his own
internal satisfaction. As we build neither a visible Solomonic Temple nor an Egyptian pyramid, our
industry must become visible in works that are imperishable, so that when we vanish from the eyes of
mortals it may be said of us that our labor was well done” (Mackey, Encyclopedia of Freemasonry
and Its Kindred Spirits, 1914, p. 437).
Illustrating this point even further, Mackey goes on to say that “as Freemasons, we labor in our Lodge
to make ourselves a perfect building, without blemish, working hopefully for the consummation, when
the house of our earthly tabernacle shall be finished, when the Lost Word of Divine Truth shall at last
be discovered, and when we shall be found by our own efforts at perfection to have done God
service” (Mackey, Encyclopedia of Freemasonry and Its Kindred Spirits, 1914, p. 437).
These Masonic references to labor and work seem to differentiate the amount of effort and difficulty
with which people perform certain activities, but hold that both labor and work can create objects of
permanence and value.
This Masonic understanding of labor shares marked similarities with notions arising from
Judeo-Christian beliefs and the Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century. The distinction
between laboring and serving God was eliminated through the teachings of Martin Luther, who
argued an individual’s labors for sustenance were God-appointed tasks. In the same vein, “John
Calvin extended the moral connection between work behavior and religion, by expecting that each
person, in order to do ‘God's work,’ must labor unceasingly, methodically, and in organized rational
form” (Porter 2010).

It is from here that one can see the radical transformation of the conception of human labor—from
enslavement in antiquity to liberation in present times.
As Protestant settlers left Europe and began to establish the American colonies, the hard labor and
works necessary to building the country contending with a harsh wilderness grew to be recognized as
a “privilege, a glory, and a delight,” and these early settlers increasingly viewed wealth as a symbol of
worth and approval from God in the form of “Divine Providence” (Porter 2010). Similarly, people’s
achievements through hard labor were self-evident and experienced first-hand: Americans achieved
self-sufficiency and flourished through the cultivation of land and the establishment of new business
and enterprise.
This later came to encapsulate the notion of the “American dream” and has evolved into more than a
national ethos; it is a set of ideals deeply rooted in American traditions of freedom, individual rights,
and equality of opportunity (Hanson and White 2011). “The American dream — the idea that in this
country anyone can rise from humble beginnings and succeed — is deeply woven into our national
psyche. It is a promise that draws immigrants to our shores” (National Public Radio 2012).
In this American perspective, prosperity, success, and social mobility can be achieved through hard
labor, thereby allowing people to reach the achievement according to their abilities rather than their
social class, status, or circumstance of birth to which they had been held captive to in preceding
generations (Becker 1932). Labor, in a very real and practical way, has a transcendent and liberating
quality: you can transcend your position in life through your labors.
(Continued on Page 8.)
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But here, too, we recognize a fundamental difference between notions of the “American Dream” and
that of Masonic thinking. When we refer back to Masonic authors like Pike and Mackey, we notice
that labor is not done for the accumulation of wealth, the purchase of luxuries, or to liberate oneself
from employment and labor. Pike writes: “It is best for [the Mason] to know; that in order to be a
happy man, he must always be a laborer, with the mind or the body, or with both: and the reasonable
exertion of his powers, bodily and mental, is not to be regarded as mere drudgery, but as good
discipline, a wise ordination, a training in this primary school of our being, for nobler endeavors, and
spheres of higher activity hereafter” (Pike, 2011, p. 418).
It is in this way that Masonry promotes what I believe de Hoyos referred to as Masonic Worship:
“To aid in securing to all labor permanent employment and its just reward: to help to hasten
the coming of that time when no one shall suffer from hunger or destitution, because, though
willing and able to work, he can find no employment, or because he has been overtaken by
sickness in the midst of his labor, are part of your duties as a Knight of the Royal Axe. And
if we can succeed in making some small nook of God’s creation a little more fruitful and
cheerful, a little better and more worthy of Him—or in making some one or two humans a little
wiser, and more manful and hopeful and happy, we shall have done work, worthy of Masons,
and acceptable to our Father in Heaven” (Pike, 2011, p. 422).
Indeed, labor has taken on a new meaning in Masonic literature that departs quite significantly from
antiquity, and even contemporary views. In the Masonic conception, labor includes a variety of
activities that are defined not only by their level of difficulty, but also by the product and permanence
that labor produces. More fascinating still, these Masonic teachings appear to support a notion of
labor as an end itself. Labor has become an activity done not for the sake of something else (such
as the accumulation of wealth or the purchase of luxury), but an activity, a duty, and worship that is
done for its own sake that betters both the individual and his community.

Secretary’s Southeast Corner - Ill. David C. Morris, 33º, Secretary
PAYING FOR MEMBERSHIP BY CREDIT CARD
In order to use the online payment method or to use a credit card for payment to the Valley,
you must have an E-mail address on file.
SPECIAL PROGRAM - Brothers SUSPENDED for over 2 years
Call the Valley Office for details.

“Vann White”
AKA: Ill. Paul Evancoe

Membership Renewal Notices for 2018 — The membership cost for 2018 will be $124.00.
Dues notices will be sent to the address on file as of July 15. Please make sure that I have your current
address.

VALLEY HOSTING of Cerebrating the Craft May 20th
The Valley had a very busy spring, which was highlighted by our hosting the Supreme Council’s “annual
web event “Cerebrating the Craft.”
I want to thank all the members of the Valley and their families for helping to make this event go so well.
A special thanks goes to Redella “Del” Pepper, member of the Alexandria City Council, for her assistance
with the permitting process – it really saved the day. We also are grateful for the support we received
from Al Manarah Court No. 50, Ladies Oriental Shrine of NA.
SPRING CLASS 2017
The 32 members of our Spring Reunion Class may pick up their rings, caps, cap boxes, and patents.
Just see the Secretary or Tiler to get these items.
All of the Brethren can purchase Valley shirts, ties, badges. These are available at the Valley office.
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Ladies Night at the Alexandria Valley

All Pictures by: Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33º

Once again we had a fine dinner in honor of our ladies and heard a great talk by Ill Paul
Evancoe which took the audience on a tour d’horizon through the myriad of national
security challenges facing our country and the world – to include the cyber threats we all
have heard about. While we were at our business meeting, the ladies participated in a
conversation hosted by Gwen Cohen discussing the attributes of happy people, sharing
treasured moments in their lives, and learning how each of us can increase our happiness
quotient.

Ill. Paul R. Evancoe, 33°
“Vanna White”
AKA: Ill. Paul Evancoe

Hector N. Mujica, KCCH
Master of Kadosh
Alexandria Consistory
More pictures on Page 16.
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The 2017 Celebrate the Craft Webcast
Because the elevators at the House of the Temple were under repair, this year, for the first time,
the Supreme Council’s Celebrate the Craft (CTC) webcast was brought to its nation-wide audience
from the Alexandria Valley. This was both an opportunity and a challenge, but, in the end, it was a
great success. Unlike the situation at the House of the Temple, we have plenty of parking and the
equipment and props were easily brought into our building right from the parking lot through the stage
doors. Our auditorium was transformed into the set seen by the web audience, the phone bank was
set up in the library, the controlling equipment set up in the small lodge room, and the makeup and
green room was in the robing room. The pre-webcast dinner was cooked in the back of our parking
lot and tables were set up on the lawn. After dark, the food was moved into the dining hall and
available to cast and guests throughout the evening.
Quite a number of our Alexandria Brethren were in attendance, some for the entire 6 p.m. to
midnight session, and we found it very interesting to see how a six-hour show is organized and
broadcast. There were a number of RiteCare infomercials that give insight into the issues associated
with childhood language disorders and how the RiteCare program, supported by the Scottish Rite, is
helping so many children around the country. The phone bank volunteers were periodically featured
and the audience exhorted to contribute by calling or accessing the Scottish Rite website. But most
of the time the audience at our Alexandria Valley or watching via the Internet were entertained or
educated. We saw performances by talented Scottish Rite Masons, and saw video clips featuring
treasures and artifacts at the House of the Temple. Throughout the program there were segments
where Artro de Hoyos and S. Brent Morris, both eminent Masonic scholars, discussed aspects of
Freemasonry that were new and very interesting, and we also exercised our expertise trying to guess
the answer to questions about Freemasonry. It was most enjoyable, and the webcast support staff
expressed the hope that that Celebrate the Craft would be held again in our Valley.
Of course the aim of this whole complex endeavor is to raise money to repair the House of the
Temple and to help the children under the RiteCare program. We thank all who have contributed and
would note that the end of the webcast does not mean that additional contributions are unnecessary.
In addition to a one-time gift, you can pledge a certain amount per month for twelve months that
would be automatically charged to your credit card. This is an easy way to make a larger gift that can
help throughout the year. All gifts are fully tax deductible as allowed by law.
All Pictures by: Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33º

More pictures on Pages 13, 14, and 15.
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The 2017 Celebrate the Craft Webcast—Event Pictures

Ill. James D. Cole, 33°, Lieutenant Grand
Commander and SGIG in VA and
Ill. S. Brent Morris, Managing Editor,
Scottish Rite Journal
“A Little Magic”

Calendar of Upcoming Events
JULY 2017
July 11 - 9:30 a.m.
JMU VISIT-DAVID KRUGER
SUMMER CHILDHOOD CLINC
Arrive about 8:30 a.m.
(Includes Lunch)
July 14 – 6:00 p.m.
Executive Council Meeting
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.
(Council of Kadosh, Rose Croix
& Lodge of Perfection)

July 19 - 7:00 p.m.
Loudoun SR Club-Social
Clyde’s Willow Creek Farm
Broadlands, VA
(RSVP by July 14)

July 22 – 11:00a.m. – 2:00p.m.
KENA Shriners - Alexandria Valley

SUMMER PICNIC

Held at KENA Shr ine Center
Fairfax, VA

July 26 - 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Club Meeting
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg
(Reservations by July 21)

AUGUST 2017
August 11 - 6:00 p.m.
Executive Council Meeting
Valley Meeting - 7:30p.m.
(Consistory & Lodge of
Perfection)
August 16 - 7:00 p.m.
Loudoun S/R Club Meeting
Hamilton-Thompson Lodge No. 37
Purcellville, VA
7:00 p.m. Social
7:30 p.m. Dinner & Meeting
(RSVP by Aug 11)

SEPTEMBER 2017
September 8 – 6:30 p.m.
Pre Meeting Dinner
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.
Feast of Tishri
(Lodge of Perfection)
(Reservations by Sept 5)
September 20 - 7:00 p.m.
Loudoun S/R Club Meeting
Olive Branch Lodge No. 114
Leesburg, VA
7:00 p.m. Social
7:30 p.m. Dinner & Meeting
(RSVP by Sept. 15)
September 27 - 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Club Meeting
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg
(Reservations by Sept.22)

August 19 – 22
SUPREME COUNCIL OF 33°
Washington Hilton, D.C.
August 23 - 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Club Meeting
Cassia Lodge-Woodstock
(Reservations by August 18)
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SCOTTISH RITE BULLETIN
Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia
Illustrious David H. Smith, Sr., 33°, Editor
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org
Jason W. Lotz, KCCH, Content Coordinator

All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear
in this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,
unless otherwise indicated.
Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°
Assistant Secretary:
Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°
Treasurer:
Illustrious Oral (Neil) McNeil Marple, 33°
The mailing address is:
P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313
Office Phone: (703) 998-9044
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at
1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change
of address, phone number, or email address. This is
very important so that you may receive The Scottish
Rite Journal and other publications and correspondence without delay.

THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED

Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere
our ultimate goal.
ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°
Lieutenant Grand Commander and
SGIG in the Orient of Virginia
ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria
ILLUSTRIOUS ROY M. HEASTER, 33°
Treasurer Emeritus

STATED MEETINGS
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection
Second Friday of each month
ALLEN D. BECKNER, KCCH
Venerable Master

Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix
Second Friday
February, March, July, November
GREGORY M. VALKER, KCCH
Wise Master

Alexandria Council of Kadosh
Second Friday
February, April, July, November
B. RICHARD LAAKEN, KCCH
Commander

Alexandria Consistory

Second Friday
April, August, October, December
HECTOR N. MUJICA, KCCH
Master of Kadosh
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Jul-Aug Bulletin—More Pictures

The 2017 Celebrate the Craft Webcast in Pictures
All Pictures by: Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33º
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Jul-Aug Bulletin—More Pictures

The 2017 Celebrate the Craft Webcast in Pictures
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Jul-Aug Bulletin—More Pictures

The 2017 Celebrate the Craft Webcast in Pictures
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Jul-Aug Bulletin—More Pictures

The 2017 Ladies Night at the Alexandria Valley in Pictures
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