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Personal Representative’s Message

Edmund Cohen, 33° - Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria

Part 2 — What are you expecting to get out of Freemasonry & the Scottish Rite
In my last message in the May – June Bulletin, I spoke about some of your expectations when
you joined Freemasonry, how well those expectations are being satisfied, and how the Alexandria
Scottish Rite is seeking to improve your Masonic experience. The key point is that we are working
hard to ensure that membership in the Scottish Rite is a value proposition, and that it makes sense
for you to attend our meetings and other events.
There is the aphorism that our goal should not simply be to get more men in Masonry, but
rather to get more Masonry in men. Its genesis is the situation where so much time is spent
on degree work that nothing else is happening and the Lodge has no time to educate its
new members. But this is not the case with the Scottish Rite. We can do both.

MASONS

Our Spring and Fall Reunions take virtually the same amount of time if we have 25 or 125
candidates. And during the rest of the year, and especially at our meetings, we can ensure
that our members never leave without knowing more about Freemasonry than when they
arrived.

To make our meetings more meaningful, we have reduced the administrivia and increased the
substance. Of course, every organization has to conduct business, and we must do some of this
at our meetings to keep our members generally informed, and also so they can vote to approve or
disapprove certain actions we propose to take. But the time-consuming aspect of organization
building occurs at our Executive Council meetings, where we can take the time to discuss
governance and policy issues.
Apart from the Valley leadership, to include the head and second in command of each of the Bodies
and the Chairmen of our Standing Committees, no one is required to attend the Executive Council
meeting, which occurs six times a year from 6:00 p.m. until shortly before the beginning of the Valley
meeting at 7:30 p.m. But a significant number of our Brethren make it their business to come early so
they can attend these meetings. They do so because it is interesting, because they want to hear and
become part of the discussion, and because they want to have input into the decision-making in the
Valley. All of this input is important because some of us come up with lots of ideas, and the Brethren
around the room are able to point out how some of these ideas are not good for the Valley, or they
take an idea and come up with many ways we could improve it. Just another demonstration that “all
of us” is smarter than any one of us.
A benefit in having these discussions at the Executive Council meeting is that it allows us to devote
most of our Valley meetings to learning more about Freemasonry and hearing about other topics as
well. In furtherance of this goal, we have a program presented by Ill. Loyd Davis that explores in
greater detail both the Scottish Rite degrees that we see on stage during the Reunions and those
which are communicated. In his talks he digs deeper into the philosophy and symbolism of the degrees, explores what they are trying to teach us and how we can relate this in our own lives.
Annual Visit to James Madison University and the David Kruger Summer Clinic
July 12, 2016—activities start at 9:30 a.m.
See Page 3 for driving directions.

Notify the Secretary if you plan to attend.

(Continued on Page 2.)
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A benefit in having these discussions at the Executive Council meeting is that it allows
us to devote most of our Valley meetings to learning more about Freemasonry and
hearing about other topics as well. In furtherance of this goal, we have a program
presented by Ill. Loyd Davis that explores in greater detail both the Scottish Rite
degrees that we see on stage during the Reunions and those which are communicated. In his talks
he digs deeper into the philosophy and symbolism of the degrees, explores what they are trying to
teach us and how we can relate this in our own lives.
We also have a featured speaker selected by one of our heads of bodies. These presentations
range in topic from Masonic subjects, to world affairs, to advances in science, technology, and the
arts, to even more practical topics of interest to our members dealing with health, psychology, and
finance. Because each of our heads of bodies has a different life experience and different business
and professional contacts, we are able to tap into a broad range of speakers on a variety of subjects
that will inform, enlighten, and entertain our members. After all, this is part of what Freemasonry has
always been about – providing a venue for the education of our members so they increase their store
of knowledge and learn more about the world and themselves.
The Scottish Rite, which has often been styled as the University of Freemasonry, can do more;
and, while we do not want to increase the length of our meetings, we will explore how we might
introduce two additional programs. The first is a series on practical moral philosophy. We could
have speakers who will talk about Masonic history philosophy, and symbolism, and about the secrets
and mysteries of Freemasonry. Our education committee can recruit speakers on these topics from
within the fraternity, and from the rich academic community which is available close by in Northern
Virginia, the District of Columbia, and Maryland.
The second is an increased opportunity for discussion. As interesting as a good lecture is, one very
good reason to come to meetings is for face-to-face discussion, and so we want to explore how we
might devote some time at one or two of our meetings to a focused discussion on a topic of Masonic
interest. We would provide the Brethren with some brief reading materials to set the stage and then
have a discussion on that topic.
The Valley is also considering how we can deliver services to those who are more remote from our
Temple and do not regularly attend the Valley meetings because of distance. Could we have some
of our talks available on podcasts, or could we even provide access to our meetings to our clubs and
members via tele-video? We welcome your thoughts about these possibilities.
In addition to what happens at the Valley, there are, as you know, a number of other opportunities
to gain more light in Masonry. The most obvious is the series of courses offered by the Supreme
Council under its Master Craftsman program. Those who have taken these courses seem to be
almost universally positive in their reaction – it was well worth the time.
In addition, if you have an internet connection and some free time at odd hours of the day or
night, you can draw upon the expansive body of papers available on some of the great Masonic
websites. For example, you can go to the Grand Lodge of British Columbia and Yukon
(http://Freemasonry.bcy.ca) and find material under the Essays and Papers. You can go try
http://freemasonry.org, which is the website of Philalethes: The Journal of Masonic Research. You
can log onto http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/ and find additional Masonic education resources. You
also might explore such reliable and worthwhile websites as the Southern California research Lodge,
and the Northern California Research Lodge.
(Continued on Page 3.)
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You can go to the website of the Masonic Renewal Committee of the Conference of Grand Masters
of North America, or listen to the weekly Masonic Roundtable – and don’t forget the extensive list of
talks and publications on the Grand Lodge of Virginia’s website. This is more than enough to get you
started, but from time to time we suggest other gems we have discovered.
In this message, I have focused mostly on Masonic education, which is one of the pillars of the
Masonic experience we offer at the Alexandria Valley, but I think our Masonic fellowship at the Valley
is even more important – and that is richest when experienced face-to-face at Valley meetings and
events. I hope to see you during the summer, and I would like to hear from you about your thoughts
and ideas for our Valley.
Sincerely and Fraternally,

Mrs. Corey Thornblad

Not Your Parent’s Middle School

Once again we were honored to recognize three outstanding teachers with certificates and checks
for $500 as part of the Alexandria Scottish Rite’s commitment to education. Two of the teachers,
Mrs. Corey Thornblad from the Kilmer Middle School in Vienna, and Mrs. Jennifer Burgin from the
Oakridge Elementary School in Arlington, were present at our June 10 dinner. The third teacher,
Molly Freitag from T. C. Williams High School, will be recognized in September. We are more than
repaid by being able to listen to inspiring messages from these teachers when they accepted the
award. We selected one of these presentations to share with you, and I think you will find her
perspective on education today to be quite enlightening. Her remarks follow:
Thank you for that warm introduction. I am so honored to be here speaking with you tonight. I have
to share that I have a personal connection to the Scottish Rite. My great-grandfather was a Mason in
McAlester, Oklahoma; and in her youth, his daughter -- my grandmother -- was a Rainbow Girl. She
herself was a teacher and always spoke so fondly of the Masons. She would have loved the fact that
I was invited here to share my perspective on teaching.
I want to begin by telling you a little bit about how I came to become a teacher. Like so many people,
it took me a while to figure out what I wanted to be when I grew up. After graduating from my college,
I headed to Washington. I was hired as deputy press secretary to the Administrator of the US
Environmental Protection Agency. At age 22, I was a political appointee. It sounds more exciting
than it actually was. I spend most of my day making copies and following my boss around to various
events, but I learned a lot from some amazing people. I then landed a job as a speechwriter for a
United States Senator, and later as a communications director for a Member of Congress. This was
an interesting time to work in Washington. I was in the Senate during the 9-11 attacks, worked in the
building where the anthrax attacks occurred just a short month later, and worked in Congress during
the debate on whether to invade Iraq. These were very difficult times for our nation, and I had an
incredibly unique vantage point to see history in the making. I am now very grateful for this beginning
of my career because it now greatly informs my classroom instruction.
So you are probably wondering how someone gets from politics to teaching? In my twenties I felt
something was missing. I had what many people believed was a fulfilling, exciting job -- staffing my
boss on Meet the Press, talking to reporters from the New York Times and Washington Post, writing
speeches given on the floors of Congress; but I did not find joy in my work. I entered politics to help
others, but the change was so incremental that I could not see it and certainly could not feel it. This
is no knock against politics -- it just wasn’t for me.
(Continued on Page 4.)
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One day I staffed an event for the Congresswoman for whom I worked at a school in Los Angeles. I
sat in the classroom while she was peppered with questions from a bubbly group of students. As I
sat at that desk, I had an “aha” moment. I didn’t want to leave the classroom. Then and there I
decided to become a teacher. I applied to graduate school that month, quit my job, and leaped, head
first, into a new life.
Fast forward 13 years and I am now a teacher at Kilmer Middle School, a public school in Fairfax
County. I teach 7th grade U.S. history and 8th grade government. I was asked to share with you
what it’s like to be a social studies teacher in 2016, but I want to focus on broader themes in education that might help you step inside the classroom of the 21st century for just a few moments. There
are three key things that are at the bedrock of what I do each and every day. Teaching in 2016 is all
about technology, student-centered-real-world activities, and students who have incredible potential.

First, let’s talk about the technology. Schools are really undergoing a technological transformation at
a breakneck speed. I think that my schooling really wasn’t that different from my parents schooling.
We had blackboards, teachers wrote with chalk, and used overhead projectors. The education we
received was very much limited to what was in the room -- the teacher, the textbook, and occasionally
a reel of film. All of this has changed. Teachers now teach with Smartboards that allow us to connect
to the Internet on a giant screen with the click of a button. We have ready access to laptops and
iPads, and we engage in social media.
Just the other day one of my students asked me the draft age for World War I, I didn’t know. “Google
it,” I said, so students took out their devices, and in a matter of seconds we had the answer. Another
example of how technology is breaking down walls is the use of Twitter. My class has a Twitter account that allows us to send tweets or messages to people around the world. Just last month, in our
economics unit, we were watching an incredible documentary by Planet Money about all of the different types of people who are involved in making a single t-shirt. One of the students had a question -a good question: from which Bangladesh port was the shirt shipped? So we tweeted a photo with a
caption of our question, and in minutes the maker of the documentary from Planet Money was tweeting us back in real time. The kids were giddy with excitement. “Ms. Thornblad! That’s so cool.” Here
was a guy, who would have been unreachable to them a decade ago, and now they were communicating with him. Technology breaks down barriers and creates opportunities. It isn’t going away -the screens are here to stay -- so the best approach is to teach kids how to use technology responsibly to promote their own learning.
Second, learning today is way more active and student centered than it was when I was kid – it
makes me jealous. I had a lot of amazing teachers when I was a child, but most of them taught me
through talking. My favorite teachers were story tellers (lecturers) and their idea of an activity was to
read a chapter in the book and answer questions or perhaps ask us to write a research paper which
we would then discuss. That really isn’t what we do anymore. My students still write, but they do so
in the context of being a historian, with real-world, project-based learning.
For example, when we learned about the Oklahoma Land Rush, we made them run for plots of land
on the front lawn of our Kilmer Middle School and then journal about it. For trench warfare in WWI,
they built trenches and wrote letters home from the perspective of a solider in those trenches. When
learning about WWII, they investigated a dozen artifacts lent to us by the World War II Museum in
New Orleans as part of Project Footlocker. There they were in cotton gloves examining these artifacts with care and precision. And when my government students were learning about the legislative
process, they researched energy policies and then worked together to draft bills which they presented
to their local Congressman when he visited our school.
Learning is active and student centered with real world implications. When I watch these kids engage
in this type of work, it literally makes me want to be a student again. And let’s face it, that is pretty
compelling, because there are very few people in this world that would wish themselves back to their
middle school days.
(Continued on Page 5.)
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Third, the kids of today are full of potential. If you don’t have confidence in the next generation, then
you haven’t met these students. I often have to pick my jaw up off the floor at what my students are
able to accomplish. I recently had a student who came from South Korea. He had very strong
written English so he was placed in my classroom, even though he was basically unable to
understand spoken English. At first he was struggling, and I could tell that it hurt him beyond
measure. This was a kid who in South Korea no doubt made straight As, and now because of a language barrier was barely making a D. I looked at him and said how proud I was of him. I asked him
to imagine what would happen if I was asked to go to school in South Korea. No way would I be able
to do what he was doing now. “Be patient with yourself,” I said, “you are improving every single day
and before long you will be back to the top of the class.” Last quarter he made an A-.
I have another student who manages to carry a full course load with an A average while playing
tennis 6 hours a day in the evening. When she was in my class last year, she was incredibly humble,
never mentioning just how good she was or how much was on the line. I recently learned that at age
14 she is ranked 9th in the country,– but you would never know it.
There was another student I taught, Sam, who had cancer, and his one wish after being given a
pretty tough diagnosis was to go to school. He didn’t tell a single student that he was sick, instead he
showed up to school, earning straight As while undergoing treatment. He didn’t want sympathy, he
just wanted to learn. He was chosen as our “Student of the Year” in May; he died the following
March. He was a freshman in high school.
Not all of my kids make straight As, but so many of them impress me. There are kids with learning
disabilities who work harder to achieve the same outcomes as their peers. There are kids who have
to study late at night because they are tasked with caring for younger siblings during the early
evening hours while their parents work double-shifts. There are kids who as middle schoolers write
more eloquently than I could when I was in college, play sports with the passion of pro-athletes, and
play instruments so beautifully that it can bring tears to your eyes. I have so many stories like this of
kids who accomplish amazing things at a very young age.
Whenever I hear people worry about the next generation -- I think of my students and I know that we
will be more than okay. They are innovative, creative, and passionate. Our classrooms aren’t the
classrooms of yesterday. They are technologically advanced, they are student centered, and they
are full of kids who overcome personal challenges. Every day when I walk into my room, I know that
I am in the right place. The Halls of Congress may be the place where decisions are made for
present day, but I am confident that as a teacher, I am helping to build our nation’s future by shaping
the leaders of tomorrow.
Thank you.
Corey
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Master of Kadosh’s Message

Romulo M. Capuno, 32°, Master of Kadosh, Alexandria Consistory

Greetings, Brethren!
On behalf of all the Consistory Officers, we thank you for selecting us to be a part of your Valley
Leadership team. In this regard, we owe a debt of gratitude to all of our Past Masters of Kadosh for
building a strong foundation.
Just as the season change, I hope everyone is enjoying the summer and perhaps even made plans
for a summer vacation to recharge the batteries and enjoy a change from daily routines. In keeping
with the spirit of summer vacation, the Valley of Alexandria has scheduled three upcoming special
events. Each of you is urged to attend at least one of the following events and, if your schedules
allow, all three.
The first one is designed to highlight our Masonic charitable efforts. The Valley will make its annual
visit to the David Kruger Rite Care Summer Language Clinic at James Madison University (JMU) on
Tuesday, July 12 starting at 9:30 a.m. and ending just after lunch. Lunch will be provided by
JMU. There is no better opportunity than this event for you to witness the great works of our Valley
and to join our Brethren in the spirit of charity and fellowship. I am hopeful that with this ample notice
all Brethren can make it a priority on their calendars. Our Valley Secretary, Ill. Dave Morris, 33°,
requests that anyone who plans on attending this event please contact him by Friday, July 8, 2016,
so that he can advise the DK Rite Care Clinic of the number of anticipated visitors. Also, he will
assist with arranging car pools, if there is sufficient interest in carpooling.
Second, on Saturday, July 30 our Valley is holding its Annual Family Picnic in conjunction with the
Kena Shrine. This event will be held at Kena Temple from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Once again,
Bro. Heber Willis, KCCH, is organizing the event with activities to please the adults and delight the
children, and with plenty for all to eat. Brother Heber could use some help in setting things us the
morning of the event and would appreciate all who could come to Kena at 10 a.m. If you need
further details about how you can help, feel free to call him (703) 850-4963.
Third, on Saturday, August 20, the Valley will host our Blue Lodge Night event. This is a part of our
Valley’s longstanding tradition to reach out to the Blue Lodges in our area. This will begin promptly
at 4:00 p.m. At this event, we will select a local Lodge to open and confer the first section of
the Master Mason’s Degree on a candidate, and then our own ASR cast (in full costume) will perform
the second section of the Degree. This allows our guests to sit back and enjoy the exemplification of
the Scottish Rite Ritual by an expert ritual team. The Valley will provide dinner in between the two
sections of the Degree. We encourage you to invite the non-Scottish Rite Masons of your Lodge to
attend this event. Reservations are encouraged with ASR Valley Secretary Ill. Dave Morris at
(703-998-9044 or e-mail at secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org).
Finally, my Brethren, may you and your families have a
wonderful summer season, stay healthy, be happy, and
safe. God Bless.
Sincerely and Fraternally,

Romi
Valley Ties are back in
stock. Cost $30 and can
be purchased anytime
when the office is open.

DIRECTIONS TO JMU

July 12, 2016, 9:30 a.m.
 South on I-81 to Harrisonburg
 take Rt 33 EAST turnoff.
 At 2nd traffic light - UNIVERSITY BLVD turn right, and
 continue straight until you see
signs for entrance to JMU;
 turn right onto CARRIER DRIVE. Follow
CARRIER DRIVE around until you come to
the last parking lot on your right, and
 turn right into lot D-2. Park in a legal
parking space.
 Walk across the street to HHS Building.
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Biography of Romulo M. Capuno, 32°
Master of Kadosh, Alexandria Consistory

Worshipful Romi M. Capuno was born the Philippines in September 1958 and lived
there until migrating to the United State in the late 1970s. He is married to Grace
Eva Edejer and they have four children, Methoshael, Mark Theodore, Michelle
Ashley, and Misha Alyssa. All the kids have graduated college and are married,
except the youngest daughter, Misha Alyssa, who is currently at the University of
Virginia. His two youngest daughters, Michelle Ashley & Misha Alyssa, are both
Past Honored Queens of Job's Daughters International (JDI) in Virginia. Misha
Alyssa is the reigning Miss Job's Daughter of Virginia and an officer of Virginia's Grand Bethel, as
well as an officer of JDI's Supreme Bethel. She is also an active member of the International Order
of the Rainbow for Girls in Springfield, VA, and an officer of Virginia's Grand Assembly.
Brother Capuno began his distinguished Masonic career in Springfield Lodge #217 in 1995, where he
had a successful term as Worshipful Master in 2008, with the Lodge qualifying for the Noah Hillman
Award. He affiliated to Fort Hunt Skidmore Daytime Lodge No. 353 in 2005 and is a Charter Member
of Maynilad Lodge No. 1521 in the District of Columbia.
He is a member of the Arlington Royal Arch Chapter No. 35, and again successfully served as the
High Priest in 2010 when the Chapter received the Robert Claiborne Wilson Award. He served as
District Deputy Grand High Priest of Capitular District No. 1 in 2011. Brother Capuno is a member
of Arlington Commandery No. 29, he served as Eminent Commander from 2011 to 2012, as District
Deputy Grand Commander of Chivalric District No. 3, from 2015 to 2016, and was elected to the
Grand Commandery Line as Grand Sword Bearer of the Grand Commandery of the Knights Templar
of VA. He also is a member of Triangle Council No. 3 of Cryptic Masons of the District of Columbia,
where he served as Illustrious Master in 2013; and after his term, he was awarded with the Ish Sodi
Award. The General Grand Council awarded Brother Capuno its highest honor "The Companion of
the Secret Vault."

His other Masonic affiliations include: membership in Rose of Sharon Priory No. 2, KYCH; Life
membership in the Virginia Council No. 12, Knight Masons; Nova Vita Tabernacle No. 73, HRAKTP;
Shenandoah Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine; Washington and Lee No. 93, York Rite College;
Lord Fairfax Council No. 90, AMD where he was Sovereign Master in 2012; Royal Order of Scotland;
Virginia Chapter Sovereign Order of the Knight Preceptor; and Nellie Custis No. 169, OES. He is a
Past Grand Junior Custodian of the Grand Guardian Council of Virginia Job's Daughters; Past
Associate Bethel Guardian of Bethel No. 1 Arlington, JDI; and Chairman of the Advisory Board of
Springfield Assembly No. 14, IORG.
Worshipful Capuno joined the Alexandria Scottish Rite in 2003, is a member of the 28th Degree Cast
Team, and currently is serving as Master of Kadosh of the Alexandria Consistory.
Steadfast to the lessons learned from Masonic teachings, he endeavors to be of service to man.
He is a member and Past President of Alexandria Asian American Lions Club of the Lions Club
International, and the Chairman of the Board of the Travelers of Washington, DC, Foundation
International, Inc. He also is very active in his family foundation the Lifeline International Foundation,
Inc., as the Mission Coordinator providing medical, dental and surgical missions to the Philippines
every year for the last 15 years.

>>>>> PLAN AHEAD <<<<<

Blue Lodge Night
Saturday, August 30, 2016
4:00 p.m. (free dinner at 5:15 p.m.)

Scottish Rite
Conference of VA
September 23 and 24, 2016
(See Secretary’s Corner on Page 10.)
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Alexandria Valley Participation in Celebrate the Craft

Rick Cady, 32°, Knight of Saint Andrew

As many of you know, one of the key events in our Scottish Rite fund-raising calendar is the annual
Celebrating the Craft (CTC) web event on a Saturday in May lasting from 6 p.m. to midnight. The
2016 CTC helped raise over $1 million, which is being split evenly between Rite Care Scottish Rite
Childhood Language Program and the Rebuilding the Temple (HOT) Campaign.
The success of this fund-raiser depends on two things. The first is the generosity of all those who
contribute money to these two important charitable causes. The second is the commitment of time
and talent to bring you this event. Once again, the Brethren of the Alexandria Valley helped in both
regards, and this year the Alexandria Valley Knights of Saint Andrew (KSA) played a larger role.
Since its inception our ASR Brothers have gone to the House of the Temple to answer the phones
calls from CTC callers around the world offering donations. This year’s ASR phone bank volunteers
were Dave Morris, 33°, Neil Marple, 33°, Phil Rhodes, KCCH, Jason Himsey, KSA, and
Frank Anthony, KSA.
In 2015 two Alexandria Knights of St. Andrew volunteered to help out at the event. This year our
ranks grew to nine Alexandria KSAs. Our Knights helped review security plans and set up the
George Washington banquet Hall in the HOT prior to the event. During the event, the Alexandria
KSAs escorted and ushered guests, served on the phone bank, and as runners passing donation
information from the phone bank to the control room. After the lights were out and people were
leaving, our KSAs stayed to help shut down as well as returning on Sunday to help tear down. The
District of Columbia Valley KSAs also joined this year to help with security duties.
Although the 21 May web event is over, donations are still being accepted. To donate contact Ill.
Matt Szramoski by email at mszramoski@scottishrite.org or 202–777–3143. You also can see any of
the performances you may have missed by going to:
https://scottishrite.org/development/giving/celebrate/celebrating-craft-2016-highlights-performances/.
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Alexandria Valley Scholarship Program
Harold Chadsey, KCCH

In addition to our recognition of outstanding teachers, the Valley also recognizes
and assists outstanding students. This year, the Alexandria Valley selected eleven
deserving students to receive David W. and Martha L. Glass Scholarships of $1,000,
and an additional ten students to receive $1,000 scholarships from our Bayliss Fund
to youths who applied under the Grand Lodge of Virginia Scholarship program. In addition, we
selected the 2016-2017 winner of the $5,000 graduate fellowship given to a full-time graduate
student in the philosophy department at George Mason University.
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Scholarship committee wants to remind the Brethren that this is an
annual activity, and the notice for 2017 scholarships will go out next spring. Please pass the word to
family, friends, and to our Masonic youth about these opportunities, and encourage them to apply.
We also would encourage any of you interested in helping to participate in the selection process to
consider joining our committee. The work is concentrated in the spring -- basically two meetings -and you will be able to help us pick the best qualified applicants.
Fraternally,
, KCCH

Library Committee Article

John T. Tillery, KCCH, Chairman, Library Committee
Dear Brethren:
In our last Bulletin I spoke about the work we are doing to improve the Alexandria Scottish Rite
Library. As part of that effort, I will from time to time seek your help in adding to our collection. You
can likely find some of these books at a good price on the Internet or perhaps at a good used-book
store, or you might be downsizing and have a copy in your own library that you would be able to
donate.
Here are ten books that I would encourage you to find and donate to our library.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

A Masonic Journey, by Nelson Rose
A Guidebook to the House of the Temple, by Jeri E. Walker
The Masonic Music Manual, by William H. James
The Magic Flute, by Wolfgang Mozart
The House of Secrets, by Brad Meltzer
The Francken Manuscript, by Arturo DeHoyos
Tracing Boards of the Three Degrees, by Julian Rees
English Freemasonry, by The Library & Museum of Freemasonry
The Masonic Initiate, by Bradrick A. Joyner
LaFittes Treasure, by Joe Corso.

Thanking you in advance,
Sincerely and Fraternally,
, KCCH

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin Jul—Aug 2016 Page 9

From the SECRETARY’S SOUTHEAST CORNER
Ill. David C. Morris, 33°

SPRING 2016 REUNION CLASS
Your rings, patents, caps & cap boxes are in and ready for pickup.
See our Tiler, Ben Browning or Dave Morris to do so.
Annual Scottish Rite Conference for the Orient of Virginia will be held in
Richmond on September 23 and 24. reservations for both rooms and meals need
to be made through the Alexandria Valley Office and NOT to the hotel.
MEMBERSHIP CARDS for 2017
Members who pay annually will receive NEW Membership cards for 2017.
Your membership statement will not include your card, they will be sent to you after your payment is
received. You can still make your payment on line.
PLEASE be sure your membership and your address are current. If you are a LIFE MEMBER, your
membership cards are permanent and they will not be replaced.
SPECIAL PROGRAM - Brothers SUSPENDED for over 2 years
Do you know a brother who has been suspended for non-payment of membership? Our SGIG,
Ill. James D. Cole, 33°, has instituted a program to help. This program allows a Brother to return to
good standing, by sending in a request for reinstatement along with his current years membership
cost, which is currently $120.00. No vote will be required...But YOU need to let the suspended
Brother know!

2016 Spring Class Reunion

Class Members
Glenn J. Amodeo
Ahmad Batebi
Claudio A. Benedi, Jr.
Joel A. Chapman
Murat Demirbas
Brent K. George
Eric J. LeHew
Daniel Shriver
B. Vaughn Spencer
Gilberto Velez
Christopher S. Ward
Andrew T. Westrum
David W. Williams
Thomas F. Withuhn
Gregory D. Zeberlein

Photo by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33°

Scottish Rite and Kena Shrine Joint Family Picnic
July 30, 2016 — 11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Hope to see you there.

FUN
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A Photo Collage of the Ladies and Widows Night Dinner in May 2016

Photos by Ill. Michel R. Aulicino, 33º

Romulo M. Capuno, 32°
Master of Ceremonies

Speaker Luke Young, 33°
Valley of Washington,
District of Columbia

A small token for the Ladies and Widows.
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Illustrious David H. Smith, Sr., 33°, Editor
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org
Jason W. Lotz, KCCH, Content Coordinator
All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear in
this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,
unless otherwise indicated.
Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°
Assistant Secretary:
Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°
Treasurer:
Illustrious Oral (Neil) McNeil Marple II, 33º

Calendar of Upcoming Events
JULY 2016
July 4 — Fourth of July

August 20 – 4:00 p.m.
Annual Blue Lodge Night
1st section starts at 4:00p.m.
Dinner 5:15p.m.
Followed by 2nd section
In Full Costume

July 8 – 6:00 p.m.
Executive Council Meeting
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.
(Council of Kadosh, Rose Croix
& Lodge of Perfection)

August 24 — 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Club Meeting
Cassia Lodge - Woodstock
(Reservations by Aug 19th)

The mailing address is:
P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313
Office Phone: (703) 998-9044
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at
1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change of
address, phone number or email address. This is very
important so that you may receive The Scottish Rite
Journal and other publications and correspondence
without delay.
THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our
ultimate goal.
ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°
Lieutenant Grand Commander and
SGIG in the Orient of Virginia
ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria

July 12 — 9:30 a.m.
James Madison University
Visit Dave Kruger – Early
Childhood Learning Program
Lunch will be provided
July 27 — 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Club Meeting
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg
(Reservations by July 22nd)
July 30 – 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

ILLUSTRIOUS ROY M. HEASTER, 33°
Treasurer Emeritus

STATED MEETINGS
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection
Second Friday of each month
ILLUSTRIOUS ROGER M. FIRESTONE, 33°
Venerable Master
Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix
Second Friday
February, March, July, November
JAMES A. NEWCOMER, KCCH
Wise Master
Alexandria Council of Kadosh
Second Friday
February, April, July, November
RICHARD E. SAUNDERS, KCCH
Commander
Alexandria Consistory
Second Friday
April, August, October, December
ROMULO M. CAPUNO, 32°
Master of Kadosh

SUMMER PICNIC

KENA & Alexandria Valley SR
Held at KENA Shrine Center
Fairfax, VA

SEPTEMBER 2016
September 9 – 6:30 p.m.
Feast of Tishri
Pre-meeting Dinner 6:30pm
( Reservations by September 6th)
Valley Meeting follows
(Lodge of Perfection)
September 19 – 6:30 p.m.
Blue Ridge Club Meeting
Culpeper
(Meets at the IHOP)
September 28 — 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Club Meeting
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg
(Reservations by Sept. 23rd)

AUGUST 2016
August 12 – 6:30 p.m.
Executive Council Meeting
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.
(Consistory & Lodge of Perfection)

Plan to attend and
mark you Calendars.
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