May — June 2015
A Mason’s Obligation
Be a Father to the Fatherless, a Comforter to the Widow, and a Friend to the Stranger
AIlen D. Beckner, KCCH
The Scottish Rite is renowned for being the University of Freemasonry, and part of that “university experience”
stems from our Degrees. Personally, I always take away something from the Reunions, both from the degrees
we confer and those we communicate. At the last Reunion, I was moved to look further into the Eighth Degree
– Intendant of the Building – and to follow up by reading the pertinent sections in Albert Pike’s Morals and
Dogma. On page 147 I found a paragraph which resonated with me. Here it is:
“A Mason’s contentedness must by no means be a mere contented selfishness, like his who
comfortable himself, is indifferent to the discomfort of others. There will always be in this world
wrongs to forgive, suffering to alleviate, sorrow asking for sympathy, necessities and destitution
to relieve, and ample occasion for the exercise of active charity and beneficence. And he who
sits unconcerned amidst it all, perhaps enjoying his own comforts and luxuries the more, by
contrasting them with the hungry and ragged destitution and shivering misery of his fellows, is
not contented, but selfish and unfeeling.”
I thought about this quote in the context of my experiences in the Alexandria Scottish Rite as well as my own
personal life experiences. In the Alexandria Valley we have Brethren from all walks of life with tremendous
backgrounds in business, finance, education, music, theatre, history, law, medicine, engineering, government,
and military service. And our Valley affords opportunities for the Brethren to provide assistance to families and
local communities by using our individual and collective talents to become fathers to the fatherless, comforters
for widows and widowers, and friends to strangers.
In this regard, I find a relevant commandment and example in the 1952 RSV of the Holy Bible
(Deuteronomy 24:19-22). “When you reap your harvest in your field, and have forgotten a
sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless,
and the widow; that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. When
you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the sojourner,
the fatherless, and the widow. When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not
glean it afterward; it shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. You shall
remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, therefore I command you to do this.”
(Continued on Page 2.)
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I relate to this because the love and care of widows, orphans, and strangers is a subject very dear to me.
Through many years of working with elderly widows and widowers, I have become a strong advocate for
protecting them from deceptive people who seek to do them harm both financially and emotionally.
In my view, the cornerstone of well-being is the relationship we have with the Lord and His creation,
mankind. Loving and caring as He is for us, so He commands us to do for others. Yet, sadly, our world has
become incredibly impersonal and complicated. Kindness, courtesy, and respect for the elderly has almost
disappeared from our society.
Think about how difficult it is to select the best option for Social Security benefits at retirement or even
determine the best choice for Medicare when confronted with Medicare A, B, C (Medicare Advantage) and D.
Consider questions such as, “Do I a need a Medicare Supplement (Medigap policy) if I already have
Medicare C (Medicare Advantage Plan)?” or “Will Medicare cover my long-term care needs
in assisted living or a nursing home?” or “Will I lose my home if I go on Medicaid for my
custodial care in lieu of going to a nursing home?”
These are difficult questions to answer; but we make it easier, if we, as Scottish Rite
Masons, would help to provide aid and assistance to distressed Masons and others. We
can help them find where they can go for answers, and even take them if need be, and act
as their advocates.
In my business life, I have seen a great deal of manipulation of the elderly by adult children
and grandchildren who selfishly pressure their loved ones to make bad financial decisions that are extremely
detrimental to their financial well-being. Often the elderly parent is coerced into adding
the adult children to bank accounts, brokerage accounts, and even real estate deeds without considering
the huge or potentially devastating implications of having the new adult child co-owner be sued for divorce,
negligence, or even bankruptcy. Such actions place the elderly parent’s assets at risk of being attached and
confiscated by the courts. A better approach is the use of limited or durable financial powers of attorney, and
even possibly a revocable trust with a clause for incapacity to protect the elderly owner’s assets rather than
granting joint ownership to an adult child, grandchild, relative or friend.
Seeking qualified legal help is far wiser than acting upon emotional pressures from a loved one. Solid
planning by the elderly parent protects both their financial plans and the future legacy they desire to leave
to their children and grandchildren. Many financial issues for providing for widows, orphans, and even
foreigners can be addressed with some basic financial planning tools such as life insurance, health
insurance, long-term care insurance, and use of professionally prepared estate planning legal documents.
Confidence and peace of mind can be obtained when one is provided with the fundamental principles of
asset and liability management along with the basics of budgeting and saving.
Please remember that we are to be defenders of the weak and innocent. We need to come to the aid of the
widow or widower when they have lost a loved one. We need to step up and give the very best we have to
provide peace of mind and relief to the distressed widow of a Brother Mason, or any other person. We
should think to drop a note or invitation to the widow, widower, or stranger at holidays and throughout the
year. What a blessing it is to take the time, even if somewhat inconvenient, to provide friendship, love, and
caring assistance.
In addition, as Masons we can provide a legacy for others, for example, through scholarship funds, a
substantial gift to our existing charities that have a mission to help children with speech and language
disorders, or gifts to hospitals treating children with burns and spinal disorders can be accomplished with
simple planning techniques using insurance and/or estate planning documents.
(Continued on Page 4.)
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Personal Representative’s Message

Edmund Cohen, 33° — Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria
A New Alexandria Scottish Rite Youth and Americanism Initiative
Freemasonry has its intellectual roots in the Enlightenment. A lot was changing
during this period. Politically, there was a movement away from absolutism toward
a focus on natural law and individual rights of life and property. Institutionally,
there was a movement away from the divine right of monarchy toward the
democratic institutions we rely on today, that is, from the rights of kings to the
rights of the people. Spiritually, there was a movement away from religious wars and religious
oppression toward religious toleration and freedom of conscience. And intellectually, there was a
movement away from appeals to authority toward appeals to reason; a lessening of dogmatism,
superstition, and ignorance, and a strengthened appreciation for analysis and the scientific method.
Freemasonry embraced these principles, which in this country are in the mainstream, so that
we largely take them for granted. We became accustomed to viewing the course of mankind as
a steady progression from barbarism to civilization, and from despotism to democracy. But
throughout our history and the history of our Fraternity, we have discovered that liberty is not
self-sustaining, that rights and freedoms can be taken away, and that tyranny and repression can
periodically threaten our way of life. As these threats have emerged, Freemasonry and
Freemasons have chosen to enlist on the side of action to secure and maintain our freedoms.
Today it is hard to watch the news without concluding that we again are facing serious challenges.
Freemasonry has an important role to play and we should not stand on the sidelines.
One such challenge concerns our obligations to our youth and young adults. It is true that the
Alexandria Scottish Rite has tried to help children with language disabilities through our RiteCare
charity. We also assist our youth with about 20 scholarships a year, and a graduate fellowship in
philosophy. And we recognize outstanding JROTC and ROTC students with a check and a medal.
But there is more we might do to combat the pernicious influences on the Internet which promote
intolerance and hatred, especially hatred of America and its values. The need is great because our
school systems seem to have deemphasized instruction on American history and American values.
They don’t spend much time inculcating a sense of patriotism or instilling a sense of civic duty in
their students. The Pledge of Allegiance is out of fashion, and children have been sent home for
wearing tee shirts with the American flag – after all this might offend someone. Perhaps as a
result, we read about too many of our youth who seem to be attracted to an ideology inimical to
democracy and opposed to freedom of conscience and freedom of speech.
So we need to focus on two groups of our youth. The first are those who are unconcerned and
uninterested in the issues of the day and who don’t seek to play any role in their communities or
their country, much less on a larger world stage. We need to engage these youth. And the second
are those who are engaged, but in the wrong direction. We need to redirect those youth.
One way to begin to do this is to join together with other groups and other Masonic organizations –
such as the National Sojourners – to inspire tomorrow’s leaders by sending high school students to
youth leadership conferences which teach young Americans about our great country, stir their
patriotism, cultivate civic responsibility, and develop their leadership skills. This is consonant both
with the Alexandria Valley’s Education and Americanism program.
(Continued on Page 4.)
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A Mason’s Obligation
Be a Father to the Fatherless, a Comforter to the Widow, and a Friend to the Stranger
(Continued from Page 2.)

I want to leave you with a couple of additional Biblical citations.
From the Old Testament, “Do not mistreat an alien, or oppress him, for you were aliens in
Egypt. Do not take advantage of a widow or an orphan. If you do and they cry out to me, I will
certainly hear their cry. My anger will be aroused and I will kill you with the sword; your wives
will become widows and your children fatherless.” (Exodus 22: 21-23)
And in the New Testament the Apostle James wrote, “Religion that God our Father accepts as
pure and faultless is to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from
being polluted by the world.” (James 1:27)
These principles are echoed in our Scottish Rite Degrees, and I would end with another
quote from Albert Pike’s Morals and Dogma (page 180), this one speaking about the eleventh
Degree, where he so appropriately says: “Masonry will do all in its power, by direct
exertion and co-operation, to improve and inform as well as to protect the people; to
better their physical condition, relieve their miseries, supply their wants, and minister to
their necessities.”
Let us take all of these lessons to heart and do what is in our power and in our heart so that we truly are
a father to the fatherless, a comforter to the widow, and a friend to the stranger.

Personal Representative’s Message

(Continued from Page 3.)

There are youth leadership conferences run by the Valley Forge Freedoms Foundation and other
conferences at various colleges and other locations organized and run by the Military Order of World
Wars (MOWW). Both of these programs feature a curriculum taught by competent instructors that
features leadership workshops and other programs in an interactive setting that communicates to
young people the principles upon which our nation was founded. It challenges participants to explore
the rights and responsibilities of being a good citizen and helps them to develop as leaders who will
embrace the values and practices essential to responsible citizenship in a free society. The response
of students attending these programs has been overwhelmingly positive, and typical comments show
a new awareness of the responsibilities of citizenship; greater insight into the challenges of governing
in a democracy; a renewed patriotic spirit; and equally important, a new sense of their leadership
strengths and abilities.
The closest program to our Valley is a four-day residential program for High School students held in
the Jamestown-Williamsburg-Yorktown area each April. This program is approved by the National
Association of Secondary School Principals and affiliated with Adams State College of Colorado. The
program costs $300 per student, which covers booklets, notebook, T-shirt, food and room, guided
tours of three historic sites and instruction by paid and volunteer professionals. Generally the parents
would provide transportation.
As part of our educational and youth outreach efforts, and our efforts to support the values that
Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite so strongly support, the Alexandria Valley has agreed to sponsor
the tuition of three students each year out of our Glass Education and Scholarship Fund to this or
another Youth Leadership Conference.
Fraternally
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Commander’s Message – Presence

Thomas G. Little, KCCH, Commander, Council of Kadosh

We have a couple of great events coming up. They have been well thought out and well
planned. What will make them better is your presence. When the Ladies Appreciation and
Widows Recognition Dinner happens on May 8, we should try to bring as many of our
Ladies as possible: the Ladies that come to this event each and every year, those that are
here occasionally, and those that never attend. We also should try to include as many of
our Scottish Rite Widows as possible. This is our chance to let all of our Ladies know that
we value their support and also give them a chance to spend time together. Many organizations have
stopped having Ladies Appreciation Nights, but not our Valley! Let's come out in force and show our
Ladies that the Alexandria Valley of the Scottish Rite cares.
In June we will have our Annual Outstanding Teacher Award Program.
This takes place at the dinner before our meeting on June 12. We should
make every effort to pack our Dining Room and show these teachers, their
administrators, and their families just how much we value what they do for
the upcoming generation. They play a valuable role in molding our children
into the adults they will become. I think we all have a teacher we can
remember who influenced our life.
When I worked with Pastoral Care, one of the main ministries was the ministry of Presence. What this
meant more than anything else was simply being with someone. Many people have come to me and
asked me what they should say to a friend who is dying or has lost someone. They don't have the right
words. So, they end up not making any contact with their friend or they say something insensitive. One
of the worst things they say is, “I know how you feel.” No one knows how another feels – even if you had
the same experience, the same illness, the same loss. We all handle situations differently. The best
thing you can do is be with someone. Just be there for them.
Most of us remember the story of Job. First Satan had the Sabeans steal his oxen and donkeys and
kill the servants with them. Then fire fell from the sky and burned up the sheep and killed the servants
tending them. Next the Chaldeans formed raiding parties and made off with his camels and killed the
servants with the camels. Finally the wind collapsed the house his children were in and they were all
killed. After this Satan afflicted Job with sores from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head. When
Job's three friends heard about his troubles they came to sympathize and comfort him. When they saw
him they began to weep, they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads. Then they sat on the
ground with him for seven days and seven nights. They didn't say a word to him, because they saw how
great his suffering was. Then they messed up, they spoke. As a matter of fact, if you read the entire 40
chapters of the book of Job, in the end God tells the three friends that they would not only have to make a
sacrifice but that Job would have to pray for them so that He would not deal with their folly.
A member of our church with six young children had a sudden and unexpected loss of a parent.
Everyone in the house was in shock. They were almost frozen with grief. Another member of our church
knowing that they had to get ready to leave town and attend the funeral went to their house, gave them a
hug and said, “I'm so sorry for your loss.” “Now, bring me your shoes.” They were certainly puzzled but
he insisted. “You're going to need shined shoes for this trip and for the funeral,” “so, bring me a least a
couple of pair for each of the children and yourselves.” He then took his box of shoe polish and brushes,
sat in a corner of the kitchen and started to polish their shoes and get them ready for their trip. He didn't
come to give advice or counsel. He just came to help. He just sat and polished their shoes. This didn't
stop the grief, but it helped the family focus enough to get moving and make the necessary arrangements
for their trip home.
(Continued on Page 6.)
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(Continued from Page 5.)

What does this mean for us? Does it mean that it we don't know what to say that we shouldn't say
anything? No, what this means for us as Brethren is to spend time together, to be there for one
another. In sickness and in health, in good times and in bad, when we rejoice and when we weep.
We should be together; we are Brothers. We joined Masonry to be with likeminded men. People
sometimes refer to the Scottish Rite as the University of Masonry because of all the teaching and
education. But before the classes, the ritual, or the studying, we sat together as friends. In our
Valley we are making an enormous effort to have more Brethren attend the Reunions. This will make
a great impression on the members of the class. It will encourage the cast members. But most of all
it will bring some of the Brethren back together. Maybe they will remember that they liked being with
these men and will start coming more regularly to the Scottish Rite, their Lodge, and other Masonic
bodies to which they belong. So come, share a meal, tell us how you've been doing, and spend
some time with your Brethren.
Fraternally,

Biography of Thomas G. Little, KCCH
Commander, Council of Kadosh

I attended North Carolina School of the Performing Arts and Chadwick University.
I served 20 years in the United States Marine Corps, retiring in 1991 as a Master
Sergeant. A couple of years later I came to Northern Virginia where I worked in data
processing and networking, including work on the Consolidated Asset Tracking System
project for the Department of Justice until my second retirement.
I have served in many different capacities within the church. During my Marine Corps
service I was a member of a religious order called the Brotherhood of Saint Gregory. When I retired from
the Marine Corps I became part of a church planting team in Charlotte, North Carolina. Later I was a
co-founder of another order, the Servants of God.
I am married to my bride Margaret for 42 years and we have two children and five grandchildren.
I see my Masonic experience divided into three different categories. We have the past, where I look back
on what I have done; the present, where I focus on what I am now doing; and the future, where I hope to
have additional opportunities to be of service to the Craft.
I have been fortunate in that the Brethren have allowed me to serve as High Priest of Mt. Vernon
Royal Arch Chapter #14 in 2004-2005; Master of Alexandria-Washington Lodge #22 in 2006; Illustrious
Master of Triangle Council No. 3 Cryptic Masons of DC in 2007-2008; Commander of Old Dominion
Commandery #11 Knights Templar in 2007-2008 and District Deputy Grand Commander of District #3
Knights Templars of Virginia. I was President of Old Dominion Chapter #364 National Sojourners in
2008-2009, and am a member of the Heroes of “76;” Sovereign Master of Perfect Ashlar Chapter #349
Allied Masonic Degrees in 2011; and Chairman of the Masonic Benefit Fund for many years. Within Kena
Shrine I have been Director of the Hillbilly Unit, President of the Retirees' Club and Knights of Mecca, and
in 2010 served as Potentate. I was so pleased to be made an honorary member of nine Shrine Temples.
I also am a member of the Knight Masons, Knights of the York Cross of Honour, Royal Order of
Scotland, Cabiri International, York Rite College, and Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests. This year
I am serving as the Sentinel in the York Rite College, and Outer Guard in the Holy Royal Arch Knight
Templar Priests. I am also proud to be an honorary member of the Order of DeMolay.
I became a 32⁰ Mason in the Alexandria Valley in 1995 and was blessed to have received the rank
and decoration of Knight Commander Court of Honour in 2013. I am Organist for our Valley, and now
serving as Commander of the Council of Kadosh.
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A Report of the Philanthropic Committee
Howard Sobel, KCCH, Chairman

Brethren all,
This year we had a very successful Friends and Family Fundraiser on March 1. Of course, it was
all of you who made it such a success, and I wish to thank everyone who volunteered their time.
Despite the not so good weather, we netted nearly $14,000.00 towards our charities: the Child
Language Clinic at James Madison University, and the Restoration Project at the House of the
Temple in Washington, DC. This was a result of our event sponsors, table sponsors, and ticket
sales. In addition, we had a silent auction, a live auction (thanks Ill. Matt Szramoski), a 50/50, and a
guessing game to raise funds. Everyone I spoke with concluded that the event was a resounding
success by every measure. The venue, food, variety of auction items, and most of all the sociability
had by all was tremendous!

Due to the possibility of bad weather in March, we are looking to move the event to early April next
year. Please look for the announcements, put this event on your calendars, and plan to attend! We
want to make it bigger and better by having many more of you there to join in the fun and help our
charitable activities.
Additionally, it is SCHOLARSHIP time! The Valley gives out up to ten $1,000
scholarships to students we select from those who have completed the Grand
Lodge Scholarship application. We expect to make these awards in June.
We also are able to award an additional ten $1,000 scholarships to students who apply to the
Alexandria Valley Glass Scholarship Program. For the Glass Scholarships, applicants must be
related to a current or former member of our Valley or be a member of one of the three Masonic
youth groups (DeMolay, Job’s Daughters, or Rainbow for Girls). These awardees are selected by
May.1. The recipients from these two programs also will be recognized at one of our “special”
recognition dinners during the year.
We also are giving a $5,000 Glass Fellowship to a graduate student in the Philosophy Department
at the George Mason University (GMU). The student receiving this fellowship will be required to
submit a paper on a Masonic topic which may be used in our Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin.
The inaugural recipient is Christopher Shrieves, who is currently pursuing a master's degree in
philosophy at GMU.
Your support of these efforts is important. Our new Glass undergraduate scholarships need to be
publicized because there are more students than we are now reaching who could use our help. So
looking ahead to next year, please continue to pass the word in your Lodges and other appendant
Masonic bodies, and remind our Masonic youth to go on our website (alexandriascottishrite.org) to
seek information and apply to one of our scholarship programs.

Second, we need help on the Philanthropic Committee. I have been chair of the subcommittees in
charge of the Friends and Family Fundraiser and the Scholarship programs. I have since been
appointed as Chairman of the overall Philanthropic Committee, taking over from Bro. Allen Beckner,
KCCH, who is assuming other Valley responsibilities. Brother Harold Chadsey has been appointed
as the Chair of the Scholarship Subcommittee, but I am still seeking a volunteer to chair the Friends
and Family sub-committee. If you are interested or just want to be a member of the Philanthropic
Committee, let me know [(703) 946-2788 – cell; Potentate09@gmail.com] and I will pass your
interest to Ill. Ed Cohen.
Fraternally,
Howard Sobel, KCCH
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The 2015 Virginia Scottish Rite Conference
Ill. William L. Alexander, Conference President

It is not too soon to think about the Scottish Rite Conference on September 25 26, 2015, at the Hilton Mark Center in Alexandria. The Conference
rotates among the eight Valleys in Virginia and it is not always convenient for
many of the Alexandria Brethren to attend. But this year the conference is
being hosted by our Valley, so this is a great opportunity to come to the
Conference – or even just part of it – with a whole lot less traveling than
usual.
You can register for the entire event and stay at the Hilton Mark Center just off
I-395 at Seminary Rd. or you can sleep at home and attend some or all of the
sessions.
The first event of the conference is a golf outing being planned by Ill. Marty
Heaster, 33°, on Thursday afternoon, September 24. Plan to come out alone or sign up a whole
team. There will be fun, fellowship, and a few prizes. Tell all the golfers in your Lodges to join us.
On Friday morning, September 25, the Alexandria Valley is working to have a tour of the House of
the Temple for our members and ladies as well as other conference attendees who pan to arrive
on Thursday evening. Then after a lunch hosted by the Alexandria Valley in the hospitality suite,
there will be two educational programs. The rest of the afternoon includes meetings for the SGIG
with Valley Personal Representatives and General Secretaries, Conference Officers, Foundation
Officers, and a first of its kind meeting of the Knights of Saint Andrew from around the Orient. This
is a great time to meet with old friends or make new friends from all over Virginia.
On Saturday, September 26, the main Conference session is held in the morning with reports from
all the Conference Officers on the State of the Valleys, a Necrology Service, and comments from
both the Grand Master of Masons in Virginia and Ill. Jim Cole, 33 0, Lt. Grand Commander and
SGIG for the Orient of Virginia. There is a special Ladies Program and luncheon so the men are
on their own in the hospitality suite for lunch and possibly watching some football. In the afternoon
the open KCCH investiture will be held in our own auditorium at the Alexandria Scottish Rite with
all the new Honor Men from the latest Supreme Council Biennial Session invited. This is the only
time during the conference when you will wear your Scottish Rite cap.
On both Friday and Saturday evening there will be a gala banquet for you and your lady, and after
dinner, we have pretty near every desert imaginable at the common hospitality suite hosted by the
eight Valleys as we continue to socialize with the Brethren and their ladies. Of course, on
Saturday night our Valley hosts what has become a Conference favorite, an ice-cream social.
Since this is our year as host, we want to put our best foot forward. It
would be terrific if we could have an especially large Alexandria Valley
contingent. Contact me or our Valley Secretary Ill. Dave Morris for
more information.
Fraternally,

Update—Spring Workshop, Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia —Update
Many thanks to the Brethren from the Valley of Alexandria who attended the March 21 Spring Workshop
for the Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia. We had an outstanding showing with what I really think was
the largest number of members of any of the eight Valleys. We had many first time attendees, including
several members of our Knights of Saint Andrews Clan.
A short summary of the program for those who were unable to attend can be found on Page 11.
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Join Us on May 16 for the Celebrating the Craft Webathon!
Brethren, don’t forget on Saturday, May 16, from 6 p.m. to midnight we
are having the 2015 edition of our “Celebrating the Craft” Internet-based
webathon. This is an evening of music, comedy, celebrities, and Masonic
education, which supports our Orient Childhood Language charity and the
House of the Temple Historic Preservation Foundation.
You can watch all or part of the program at home or with friends by logging
onto the Supreme Council website (www.ScottishRite.org), or you can come to
the House of the Temple and be part of the studio audience in the beautiful
George Washington Banquet Hall.
You and your lady, children, and friends also can join a number of the Brethren
in the dining hall of our Temple at 5 p.m., have a Boston Chicken dinner, watch the beginning of the
webathon on a big screen, join us on a bus trip to the House of the Temple for a couple of hours of
live viewing, and return to Alexandria for some ice cream before going home. If you want to be
part of the dinner and bus trip, immediately contact our Valley Secretary. Participation will be by
advance purchase ticket. Cost will be $50 per person and will cover all food, transportation, and
amenities. The residual amount remaining after cost (estimated at $35 per person) will be donated
to the House of the Temple Preservation Fund in the name of the Alexandria Valley.
Regardless of how you want to participate, take a few minutes to tune in and enjoy – and, if
possible, contribute a few dollars as well. If everyone gave just $5 or $10, it sure would add up.

From the Secretary’s Desk
Ill. David C. Morris, 33º
General Secretary of all Four Bodies

SPRING REUNION
The Spring Reunion is in the books, and I want to thank those brethren who
signed petitions, without your help the Reunion would not have been a success. I also
want to thank all the members who worked many hours to bring the degrees to
life for us.
SPRING CLASS MEMBERS
For those of you in the Spring Class we should have your Rings, Caps, Cap boxes
and Patents in by the June meeting.
BUILDING WORK
We are continuing to upgrade our building and all of its “40 year old parts” and we are adding some
needed items. Please bear with us as we change over from the key entry system to a Fob entry
system; and we have added cameras around the building for increased security.
DO YOU KNOW A BROTHER WHO HAS BEEN SUSPENDED? Contact him and let him know we
have a special program for reinstatement from January thru June 2015, to help him again become a
member in “Good Standing” with our Valley.

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin May-Jun 2015 Page 9

The Valley Strategic Plan

Peter E. Terrill, Valley VMAP Coordinator

As many of you recall in 2010, under the leadership of Ill. Robert Watkins, we developed a strategic plan for the
Valley. It is important that we periodically review our progress in implementing that plan.
We set forth seven objectives:
1. Establish an effective program to attract and retain members.
2. Establish an Effective Governance Structure.
3. Improve Valley Meetings and Programs.
4. Institute a Comprehensive Program of Masonic Education and Training.
5. Enhance the Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
6. Support and Expand the Philanthropic Activities of the Alexandria Valley.
7. Provide the Framework for Financial Success by identifying mid-term (3 year) and long-term (4-8 year)
financial goals and strategies.
We have significant progress on a number of these objectives.
We already focused on objective #2 with the formation of the Executive Council, officer training, and clearly
defined roles and responsibilities for the heads of bodies and each of their subordinate officers. We are still
working to institutionalize the subordinate officer tasks which we believe will take a couple of years.
We focused on objective #3 with a meeting structure that emphasizes substance (one hour) over process
(1/2 hour). Part of this substance is an ongoing series of educational talks devoted to each of the 29 degrees.
We focused on objective #4 by publicizing and promoting the Master Craftsman program, setting up a Reunion
Class education program, and preparing a member education program.
We focused on objective #6 by adding to our long-standing support to the Grand Lodge of Virginia scholarship
program and providing ten $1,000 scholarships each year. As you will read in the report of the Philanthropic
Committee (see page 7), the Valley is now also providing through the Glass Scholarship program, an additional
ten $1,000 scholarships, and we have established a relationship with George Mason University to provide, for
each of the next 20 years a $5,000 graduate fellowship to a student in the Philosophy Department. We also give
a Community Service Award at our annual January awards dinner and last year we presented this award to three
community food banks, along with a $500 check to each organization. These philanthropic efforts are in addition
to the Valley’s support for RiteCare and the House of the Temple. We annually support the Celebrate the Craft
program and this year we had a very successful Friends and Family dinner and auction in support of both of these
Scottish Rite programs (see page 7).
These philanthropic efforts also support objective #5 which is to enhance the image of Freemasonry and the
Scottish Rite. In addition, we play a role in our community through our annual Outstanding Teacher Awards
dinner, our annual awards at some 30 schools for outstanding ROTC and JROTC students, and, as noted in
the Personal Representative’s message, we will be sponsoring a number of High School students to Youth
Leadership Conferences which teach them about our great country, stir their patriotism, cultivate civic
responsibility, and develop their leadership skills.
We focused on objective #7 by improving our investment posture with respect to the Valley’s Live Membership
and Building Funds to generate more income. We did an analysis of the health of our building and have begun a
multi-year Temple refurbishment project. We also are reviewing our operating budget in the context of our dues
structure and will be developing fund-raising projects to support both our capital and operating budgets.
We have significant work to do, however, with respect to objective #1 – which is an ongoing concern and an
ongoing effort. We have three standing committees focused on this issue: our Membership Development,
Member Outreach, and Member Retention Committees. And with respect to this objective, each Alexandria
Scottish Rite Brother has a role to play in making suggestions to the Executive Committee about how to
improve the way the Valley operates, and in speaking to his Lodge Brethren about joining the Valley.
One additional point. The Alexandria Valley is participating in the new VMAP program and we are using this as
a tool to continue to assess how well our Valley is functioning. Part of this effort will be to continue to monitor our
implementation of our strategic plan, but also to assess whether that plan needs to be updated.
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Ancient & Accepted Scottish
Rite ROTC/JROTC Awards
°
Ill. William Larry Alexander, 33 ROTC/JROTC Award Coordinator

Brethren, it is that time of year again – Award Season for the Reserve
Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) & Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps
(JROTC) Units in our area. We have one ROTC unit at James Madison
University and 28 High School JROTC units. The award consists of a
medal, ribbon and certificate. Additionally Ill. Ed Cohen, with the full support
of the Valley’s Executive Council, has authorized a $200.00 check from the
Valley for each recipient. The criteria for the award supports both the
education and patriotism tenets we have been taught in the Scottish Rite
Degrees. It is great publicity for the Valley, and all of the schools have been
contacted and are very pleased to have us again support the cadets with this
well earned recognition.
You should have received emails from me in the past month requesting
volunteers to present the awards. The majority of the award ceremonies are
held in May so you still have time to volunteer. If you have not previously
presented the awards, volunteer to go with another Brother to see how it is done, and you
will be ready to jump in next year. If you are willing to jump in the deep end this year, I can even provide
a sample script that has been useful to other first time presenters. Contact me, Ill. David Morris, 33°,
Valley Secretary, by phone at 703-998-9044 or e-mail at secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org, or contact
Brother Tim Shrum, 32° at e-mail ts61416@yahoo.com.
Sincerely and fraternally,

Update—Spring Workshop, Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia —Update

Here is a short summary of the program for those who were unable to attend.

Following traditional introductions of the Valley VPs and the Valley attendees, Most Worshipful Reese
Edward Carroll, Jr., KCCH, Grand Master of Masons in Virginia, made appropriate and inspiring
comments. Then, Ill. Robert L. Warren, President of the Scottish Rite Foundation of Virginia gave a
report on the status of the Foundation, the charity arm of the Orient which supports the Childhood
Language Disorders Clinics and graduate scholarships/fellowships given to speech pathologists at
Virginia Universities.
A high point of these workshops are two educational programs, and the presentations at this workshop
were superb. First, Brother Ned Mamula, 32º, from our Valley gave a presentation on "The Pillars of
Freemasonry." The seven documents he believes to be foundational to our craft are: These are the
Code of Hammurabi (~1800 B.C.), the Torah (~1400 B.C.), the Nature of Laws in General (English
Common Law from 1066 A.D.), the Magna Carta (1215 A.D.), the Christian Bible as fixed by the Council
of Trent (1545-1563) and especially the King James version (1611 A.D.), the Declaration of
Independence (1776), and the Constitution of the United States of America (1789). He also suggested
adding to this list the Constitution of Masonry –written sometime between 926 and 1721 A.D. His
presentation was very well received by the Brethren. If you did not read his article on the same subject
in the Nov-Dec 2014 Edition of the Alexandria Valley Bulletin, please go on line and read it. You will not
be disappointed.
The next speaker was Brother Philip Bernard who presented a talk entitled "The Illumination of Historic
Masons' Hall" about the history of Masons' Hall and its association with several well-known historical
and Masonic figures. Masons Hall was built in Richmond VA in the early 1880s and is the first building
built exclusively for Masonic use after the founding of the Grand Lodge of Virginia. It was also the first
building for Masonic use built in the United States. The Brethren enjoyed the presentation and slide
presentation.
Ill. Cole presented certificates to all of the valleys in Virginia for their commitment to participate in the
VMAP program, and following his remarks about the state of the Rite, we adjourned for lunch.
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STATED MEETINGS
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection
Second Friday of each month
Ill. EARL R. JONES, 33°
Venerable Master
Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix
Second Friday
February, March, July, November
ROBERT B. WILLIAMS, KCCH
Wise Master
Alexandria Council of Kadosh
Second Friday
February, April, July, November
THOMAS G. LITTLE, KCCH
Commander
Alexandria Consistory
Second Friday
April, August, October, December
JOHN T. TILLERY, KCCH
Master of Kadosh

MAY 2015

Calendar of Upcoming Events
JULY 2015

May 8 – 6:00 p.m.
Annual Ladies Night
(reservations by May 5th)
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.
(Lodge of Perfection)

July 4 - INDEPENDENCE DAY

May 13 – 7:00 p.m
Master Craftsman I
Dining Room Area
May 16 – 6:00 p.m
July 8 – 7:00 p.m.
Celebrating The Craft
Master Craftsman I
Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple
Dining Room Area
& House of the Temple - Washington
July 10 – 6:00 p.m.
May 18 – 6:30 p.m.
Executive Council Meeting
Blue Ridge Club Meeting
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.
Culpeper
(Consistory, Rose Croix &
(Meets at the IHOP)
Lodge of Perfection)
May 27 – 6:30 p.m.
July 18 – 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Shenandoah Club Meeting
Annual Picnic, Joint with KENA
Spurmont Lodge
Kena Center - Fairfax

JUNE 2015
June 10 – 7:00 p.m.
Master Craftsman I
Dining Room Area
June 12 – 6:30 p.m.
Teachers Night Dinner
(reservations by June 9th)
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.
(Lodge of Perfection)
June 15 – 6:30 p.m.
Blue Ridge Club Meeting
Culpeper
(Meets at the IHOP)
June 24 - 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Club Meeting
Woodstock Lodge

July 20 - 6:30 p.m.
Blue Ridge Club Meeting
Culpeper (Meets at the IHOP)
July 22 - 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Club Meeting
Spurmont Lodge
Update your calendars
don’t miss these events!
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