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The Value of Education
J. Thomas Hennessey, Jr., PhD,
University Chief of Staff Emeritus, George Mason University
The following talk was given by Dr. Hennessey at the 2012 Alexandria Scottish Rite’s dinner honoring three
outstanding teachers in our area.
Most of us here tonight are Virginia residents, so no discussion of the value of education could be held without
acknowledging the contributions of the father of liberal education, Thomas Jefferson. On December 20, 1787,
Thomas Jefferson, in writing to James Madison, expressed one of his most important views on the value of
education.
He wrote:
“Above all things I hope the education of the common people will be attended to; convinced that on
their good sense we may rely with the most security for the preservation of a due degree of liberty.”
In this statement, I suggest we have the first value of education; it is a necessary and essential element of a
freely elected government and a state maintained by an educated citizenry.
Of course, Jefferson’s writings are used almost daily to justify myriad political views, both for and against a
particular administration’s policies. What is often ignored by political pundits who use Jeffersonian quotations
to justify their opinions is that the world and the United States were very different places two hundred plus
years ago. Illiteracy was widespread and few books were available even to those who could read. As a
consequence, it was the educated few who governed, and the American experience with English governance
was, at best, a very poor one.
Jefferson’s belief that a well-educated citizenry would avoid the tyranny of Europe has thus become the
foundation of our system of public education. I would also suggest and I hope that our honorees would agree
that the requirements for a public education are so different today than they were two hundred years ago that
even Jefferson’s wildest imagination would not come close. Who, even two decades ago, would imagine that
we would map the human genome? Who, even a decade ago, would have imagined the incredible universe
discovered by the Hubble telescope and now available to anyone with a computer? All of these incredible
discoveries would never have happened had not our educational system produced the minds that researched
and published their work. Many have suggested that the United States has benefited from its educational
system far more than any other country. While some concerns are expressed about competencies in math and
science in high school, no one argues the fact that the US is the envy of the world in higher education. Thus,
without stretching the point, I believe we can agree that the value of education is a national value that
transcends individual needs and desires, and is one that is both a necessary and an essential ingredient to the
success of our form of democracy.
But Jefferson also identifies as the second value of education: what it means to the individual. His quotation
that favors this value quite succinctly is the one on books.
Mr. Jefferson wrote:
“Books constitute capital. A library book lasts as long as a house, for hundreds of years. It is not,
then, an article of mere consumption but fairly of capital, and often in the case of professional men,
setting out in life, it is their only capital.”
continued on page 5

Personal Representative’s Message
Edmund Cohen, 33 ° Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria
Dear Brethren:

On two Saturdays in October (20 and 27 October) we will have our Fall Reunion.
Recall that the last two Reunions were one-day events. The Fall 2011 Reunion
was our special Centennial commemoration; the Spring 2012 Reunion was a
state-wide class in honor of MW and Ill. James B. Wilkinson. These were very
special events, but at a one-day Reunion only the 4th, 14th, 18th, 30th,
and 32nd degrees are conferred. This time you will be able to see 11
additional degrees: the 7th, 9th and 10th, 12th, 15th, and 19th
degrees on the first Saturday and the 20th, 21st, 24th, 28th, and 29th
degrees on the second Saturday.
I think that most would agree that we all get something out of a
degree whether we are experiencing it for the first time or seeing it
again. Many of you know from personal experience that the more
often you have seen the degrees, the more meaningful they have
become for you. Still, there often is some frustration that the questions
posed by the degree are not fully answered, or that the lessons remain
unclear. We have come to expect from so many of our other
educational experiences that the answers will be found at the back of the book. But in Freemasonry
there are no answers at the back of the book, and, indeed, we are told that the symbols of Freemasonry
are open to interpretation, and that each man needs to find its meaning for himself.
I have wondered why this is so. Why are the answers not supplied to us? I think I found the reason when
I came across the quote “the truth one discovers for oneself has far greater power than a truth delivered
by others.” We know that sometimes a serious illness, a death, or a crisis in our lives will shock us out of
our complacency and make us think. As a result, we develop new insights and a deeper understanding
about ourselves and the world around us.
A similar epiphany, although in a less stressful and traumatic way, can occur if we focus on the degrees.
It has been my experience that something I have heard time and again will suddenly resonate, and I will
finally understand what the degree is really about and how it relates to something in my life.
I think you can benefit in similar fashion, and I suggest you make room in your schedule to attend the
October Reunion and support our Fall Class. But even before the Reunion, you can greatly help your
Valley by talking with your Lodge Brethren about Scottish Rite and submitting a petition for the degree.
If we are able to get just two candidates from each of the Lodges in our area of jurisdiction, the Fall
Reunion will be a great success.
As I ask for your support for our Fall Reunion, I also want to thank so many of the Brethren who have
supported our Scottish Rite charities and our “Save the Past, Protect the Future” charity campaign.
Brethren from the Alexandria Valley participated in the Supreme Council’s web event in May, and
members of our Valley have contributed in excess of $51,500 to the House of the Temple campaign.
I also thank those who have contributed to our Valley Scholarship Fund. As you know, we are building
an endowment that will allow us to give four $5,000 scholarships a year. Brother Howard Sobel has
issued a challenge for each member to make a yearly contribution to this Fund and for 250 of our
Brethren to contribute $1,000 over the next five years to the Valley Scholarship Fund. Brother Howard
and I have already done so, as have a number of other Brethren, and I hope you will become a part of
this very special group. In addition, we have recently received a bequest which will significantly help our
Valley educational efforts. This should be a reminder to us all that it would be a wonderful thing to
remember the Alexandria Valley in our will, no matter what the amount.
Fraternally,
Ed Cohen
PersonalRepresentative@AlexandriaScottishRite.org
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The Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia – September 21-22
I hope you are planning to attend the 88th Annual Conference, which will be
held in Lynchburg, Virginia, at the Holiday Inn – Mid Town. This year there is an
expanded program on both Friday and Saturday, plus a golf tournament
on Thursday.
Friday’s program has two tracks: you can attend a presentation of the
Supreme Council’s Strategic Planning Committee by Ill. William B. Brunk, 33°
SGIG in North Carolina from 12:30 – 5:00 p.m. or a presentation on Public
Relations from 12:30 to 2:00 p.m., followed by a presentation on Mentoring
from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m..
Saturday’s program includes the traditional business portion of the conference to
include the Valley’s reports, the Necrology Service, comments by the Grand Master
of Masons in Virginia and our SGIG, election of officers, and Report of the Scottish Rite
Foundation of Virginia. New this year is the exemplification of a degree, which will be the
6th Degree (2:00 p.m.), one we don’t see conferred in Alexandria.
Room rates are $99.35 per night, tax included. Inform our Secretary about your room requirements and meal plans
so that we know how many rooms to reserve and how many meals are needed for the banquets on Friday and
Saturday nights and for the Ladies luncheon on Saturday. There will be several Valley sponsored Hospitality Suites
open for fellowship and refreshment when the conference is not in session and after the banquets.
On Thursday, September 20, the golf shotgun start is at 12:30 p.m. at the Ivy Hills Golf Course. The cost is $50 for
a single or $185 for a team. Golfers can contact our Secretary or Bill Robertson, Jr., KCCH, (434-426-2104 or
e-mail: wrscsnake@aol.com) for additional details.
Hope to see you at the Conference.
Ill. Wm. Larry Alexander
Alexandria Valley Conference Vice President

The ROTC/JROTC Program - Recognizing Outstanding Youth
One of the signature programs of the Alexandria Valley, under the very capable leadership of John Shroeder, Jr.,
33°, is our recognition of outstanding Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) and Junior ROTC cadets. The Valley
does this for three primary reasons. First, the Scottish Rite strongly supports patriotism and Americanism; second
we strongly support public education; and in furtherance of this we give annual awards to outstanding teachers; and
third, we strongly support our youth through scholarships and awards.
Each year, Ill. Shroeder and his team supported the ROTC program at James Madison University and the JROTC
programs at over twenty-five high schools and military academies with geographic coverage from Harrisonburg to
the west, Arlington Career Center to the north, and King George to the south. Generally, at graduation ceremonies,
we present those selected with a Department of Defense approved Supreme Council medal and service ribbon to
be worn on the cadet uniform, a handsome certificate, and a book of American heritage documents that include
documents such as The Magna Charta, Mayflower Compact, The Call to Arms, The Declaration of Independence,
The Constitution of the United States, Excerpts from Federalist Number 10, Excerpts from Washington’s Farewell
Address, the Gettysburg Address, and the American Creed.
This year Ill. Shroeder was assisted in presenting these awards by fifteen of our Valley members: Patrick Durany,
Frank Harris, E. Bruce Holley, KCCH, John Jenkins, 33°, Ed Jones, Neill Lilly, O. McNeil Marple, KCCH, Mickey
Moats, David Morris, 33°, James Newcomer, KCCH, Jay Patterson, KCCH, John Pearson, KCCH, Ralph Smith, 33°,
Kent Webber, KCCH, and Arthur Wood. It should be noted that Brother Holley presented six awards; Brother
Webber, three; and Brothers Durany, Patterson, and Smith each presented two.
After a decade of service Ill. Shroeder will turn leadership of this program over to Larry Alexander, 33°. I know you
will want to personally thank Ill. Shroeder for his work on the ROTC/JROTC program, but the best tribute would be
to volunteer to help give out these awards next year.
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From The Secretary’s Desk
David C. Morris, 33 ° Secretary of all Four Bodies
FALL REUNION NEWS
The Fall Reunion for the Valley will be held on 2 Saturdays, October 20 and 27, 2012.
We have not held a two-day Reunion in a year, and need all our members to support
this undertaking. Degree teams, we need you to contact your Degree Master and let him
know you are keeping up on your part(s). The practice schedule has been posted by
Ill. Marty Heaster, Director of Work.
DUES STATEMENTS FOR 2013
If you are current for 2012 year, your dues statement will include your 2013
card. Those who still owe dues for 2012 and prior will receive only the notice.
PLEASE call the Valley office if there is any problem, so we can work it out.
Dues for 2013 for members who are current are $75.00, and dues for
members with 50 years of service are $20.00. Dues for Life Members are
still $0.00, something to think about!
Dave Morris
Secretary@AlexandriaScottishRite.org

SCOTTISH RITE CLUBS MOVING FORWARD
The first two meetings since new officers were elected and installed in June were well planned and attended. The
next two meetings should be equally interesting.
Brother Glenn Fry, new President of the Blue Ridge Club, is reaching out to brethren in that area to support the
efforts of the Club and to obtain additional members (there are now about 45). Its monthly meetings at the lodge
in Culpeper begin with dinner at 6:30, followed by an informal meeting which ends about 7:45. The September
meeting will be on Monday the 17th; in October, on Monday the 15th. Reservations needed by the Friday before
each meeting.
Brother Raymond “Mickey” Moats, new President of the Shenandoah Valley Club, has planned for interesting
programs for the next two months (October will be their last meeting in 2012). The format and times are the same
for both clubs. Its September meeting on Wednesday the 26th will take place at the Butcher Block restaurant in
Stephens City; October’s meeting will be at the Lodge in Woodstock on Wednesday the 24th. Reservations for the
Woodstock meeting are needed by Friday the 19th.
We saw a few more Alexandria area brethren and ladies at the July meeting, and encourage more to participate in
these monthly events. Such support is very meaningful to Club members. Contact points are Ill. Brother Walter
Downs (703-768-7903) and Ill. Brother David Smith. Sr. (703-239-8659).

THE FEAST OF TISHRI – SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Join us for our annual Feast of Tishri celebration hosted by the
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection. This year Ill. Aaron Zeno,
from the Norfolk Valley will be our featured speaker.
We will have dinner at 6:00 pm, with the traditional toasts,
and then a presentation in the Lodge Room with
everyone leaving with a basket of fruit. Contact our
Secretary for reservations by Monday, September 24,
so we know how many meals to order and baskets
to prepare.

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin — Sep - Oct 2012 Page 4

The Value of Education

J. Thomas Hennessey, Jr., PhD, University Chief of Staff Emeritus, George Mason
Continued from page 1
While it may seem a bit presumptuous on my part to
ask this question, it seems a reasonable one for all of
us, “where would we be without the education we
received?” Each of us will answer that question very
differently, but each of us should reflect on how
education has focused, shaped, and enriched our
lives.
My father and mother were the first in their families to
attend college. There was no doubt in anyone’s mind,
particularly that of my parents, that I was going to
college. We all know how that focuses a high school
experience, study hard, make good grades, score well
on the SATs, and have a good resume for the college
to consider. I am never quite sure how this need for a
focused effort translates well to others, particularly in
the sciences.
Indeed, a number of years ago I received a call from
an unnamed governor. He said, “Tom we need to get
all the engineering deans in the Commonwealth
together and talk about how to produce more
engineers. I just met with the President of British
Aerospace and he tells me we are woefully short of
the number of engineers needed for the air and space
industries.”
It took me a little while, but I finally was able to
convince him that a meeting of all the engineering
deans in the Commonwealth would accomplish very
little, because each of them would tell him the same
thing, “send us the students prepared to study
engineering and we will produce engineers.” The
point of this, of course, is that too few students in high
school were selecting engineering and preparing
(focusing) themselves on the goal of becoming
engineers.
I would suggest that somehow we have lost the value
of education for the individual. While all of us would
like our children to be successful in whatever field
they may choose, how can we communicate that to
each of them? How can we instill in them the
importance of learning, the enjoyment of becoming
better educated, and probably more importantly, the
increased understanding of the value of each human
being that comes best from a broadly educated
individual? This is, I suggest, what ties together the
two elements of value articulated by Thomas Jefferson.
In sum, an educated citizenry is necessary and
essential for a successful republic, but an educated
citizen is the single most important component of that

Or as Claiborne Pell, the founder of the Pell Grant, so
eloquently put it: “The strength of the United States
is not the gold at Fort Knox or the weapons of mass
destruction that we have, but the sum total of the
education and the character of our people.”
We are a truly unique people, we Americans. We
recognize the value of education both collectively
and individually. But we are either unable or
unwilling to do what is necessary to accomplish the
very goals we know to be the most important for us
individually and collectively. Let me illustrate that
point with a recent anecdote from my own experience.
Not long ago I was at a dinner and sat next to a
gentleman who I learned was in charge of all the
service departments for one of the largest automobile
dealerships in the greater Washington region.
During our conversation I asked what the starting
salary was for beginning mechanics. He noted that
he started mechanics with the basic ASE certifications
around $40,000. After about eight years and
multiple certifications, a good mechanic could expect
to make around $80,000. I was more than a little
surprised because I told him that we have two
daughters who are both teachers and they may never
make $80,000 even with their Masters degrees. His
response was that service is what keeps customers
coming back to a dealership and they must pay
enough to have the best mechanics to keep their
services at the very highest quality that can be offered
to the customer.
I understand and appreciate this because at heart I
am a supply and demand economist. The challenge
we face as citizens is that we must place the same
value on education as we do on good customer
service. The outstanding teachers who provide that
necessary and essential service to the individuals in
their classrooms and to the nation must also be
acknowledged and rewarded for all they do.
I applaud our hosts, the Alexandria Scottish Rite, for
carrying on the tradition of recognizing and rewarding
outstanding teachers. Your example should be
emulated by many other organizations.
More
importantly, your example should be adopted by
parents, by communities, and by the nation as means
of assuring the success of our nation and the
accomplishments of successive generations of
Americans who will accomplish more than we could
have ever imagined. To our honorees, congratulations
again, and I wish you continued success as teachers
who will make the difference for many years to come.
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Notices
Help Wanted
We are forming a committee to do a zero-base review of the Alexandria Scottish Rite Website and make
recommendations.
We need someone to do the design and layout for our Scottish Rite Bulletin.
If you can help or know someone who can, please contact Ed Cohen at PersonalRepresentative@AlexandriaScottishRite.
org or phone me at 703-556-6536.

Did You Know?
The Alexandria Scottish Rite has a supply of canes, walkers, and wheel chairs available for loan. Of course, we can
always use more updated equipment – so if you have or come across these items, please consider donating them to
the Valley to increase our supply. In addition, a number of our members with small children or grandchildren have
wanted to bring them to some of our special dinners, for example, the Awards Dinner, the Ladies dinner, and the
Outstanding Teacher dinner, but did not want to lug around a highchair. So if you have a freestanding highchair or
one that will fit on one of our dining room chairs – that you no longer need, we could use a couple in the Valley.

Art Work for the Dining Hall
Last year, a number of our Brethren contributed enough to allow us to purchase the large round dining room tables
we have been using. The Brethren have really enjoyed the new seating arrangement which is so much more
conducive to conversation and fellowship than the old lunchroom style arrangement. This year, we are asking for
your sponsorship for Masonic artwork we plan to put up around the dining hall. We need 21 pictures to fill up the
blank walls and each framed piece will cost an average of $200.00. We are looking for 21 Brethren or groups of
Brethren to step forward to sponsor a piece of artwork. A brass name plate under each picture will identify the
donor.

Scottish Rite Ties and Shirts
As you recall, in order to show the flag when we get together as a group, the Brethren of the Alexandria Valley now
have blue logo golf shirts which we wear with khaki slacks for casual wear. For more formal occasions, we wear a
navy blue blazer with gray slacks and a blue button-down shirt with our Alexandria Scottish Rite tie. The ties were
so popular that we sold out. But the good news is that we have reordered and they are once again available for your
purchase. Ill. Dave Smith can order the golf shirts for you if you will provide the size you need along with your
payment.

Brethren We Need Your Help
Our Fall Reunion is set for the 20th and 27th of October, and to reach our membership goal this year we
need a bit over 100 candidates for our Fall Class. So now is the time to be talking about Scottish Rite with
the Masons in your Lodge who are not yet members. With so many new Masons, and so many newly retired
Masons looking for more light in Masonry, there are so many men available to join; we just have to talk with
them.
There are over 40 Lodges in our area, and if you could help us get petitions from only two-to three Masons
in each Lodge, we would more than meet our goal. Remember to have a petition in your pocket at all times
and especially when you go to Lodge or other Masonic events. You can pick up petition forms from our
Secretary’s office, but you can also get them 24 hours a day, 7 days a week right on our website (http://
alexandriascottishrite.org). On the home page click on the “How to Join” tab and then click on the “Click
here to download the membership petition” and print out as many copies as you need. It is as simple as
that. Actually, it is even simpler – because you can get directly to the form by putting in http://alexandriascottishrite.
org/howtojoin.php - but what is really important is that you give that petition to one of your Masonic friends.
Paul Evancoe, KCCH
Membership Committee Chair
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The Life Masonic Podcast
On August 21st, 2011, the Supreme Council, 33°
of the Scottish Rite for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States introduced The Life Masonic,
a Master Craftsman podcast, and since then we
have released 11 episodes which have been
downloaded almost 25,000 times.
For those unfamiliar, a podcast is like a radio
show, but over the internet. You can download
episodes and listen to them offline later, or listen
to them as a stream when you are online. If you
want to download The Life Masonic, you can do
so by going to the iTunes store and searching in
the podcast section and then clicking the link to
“subscribe.” You can also subscribe to the show
on Stitcher Internet Radio, if you like to listen on
your iPhone or Android phone, by downloading
the free Stitcher app in the App Store.
If you have a good internet connection and just want
to stream it, you can visit www.thelifemasonic.libsyn.com
and click on the link to the left of the episode’s title and
the show will start playing right there. Or, if simplicity is your thing, you can stream the show right from the
Supreme Council’s website at: http://scottishrite.org/member-programs/the-life-masonic-podcast/.
Each month on the Life Masonic, we take a theme and then explore that theme through interviews or
stories from Masons around the country. Some of these Masons you may have heard of, some you’ll meet
for the first time. But on each episode you will be exposed to some Masonic education, hopefully
enlightening an area of the Craft you didn’t know about, or were unfamiliar with.
There is also ample opportunity for our audience (you!) to talk back and be heard on the air. We have a
dedicated phone line to leave recorded messages and several online places where our viewers can talk to
each other and back to us about show topics. In fact, we have a couple of D.C. Masons already lined up
for this year’s shows.
If you would like to listen to the show, and just can’t figure all this stuff out, simply give us a call and we’ll
help you through it. 202-777-3123.
If you’d like to leave a message for the show, call 442-777-3579. And if you’d like to join our online
community, we are on The Freemason Network, Facebook, and Twitter @TheLifeMasonic.
Episodes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Research with Brent Morris, 33o, Grand Cross		
7. The Techno-Mason (Part 1 & 2)
Youth							8. Celebration Preview
Cornerstone						
9. Masonry Applied
Leadership with Ronald Seale, S.G.C.			
10. The Senex (Auturo de Hoyos, 33o, Grand Cross)
Stories of Inspiration					
11. Freemasonry in the Middle East
Youth							
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in this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,
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The Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°
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Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°
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Illustrious Roy M. (Marty) Heaster, 33°
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address. This is very important so that you may
receive The Scottish Rite Journal and other
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THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought
our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our
mission, and the guarantee of equal rights to all
people everywhere our ultimate goal.
ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°
Grand Treasurer General and
SGIG in the Orient of Virginia
ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°
Personal Representative
of the SGIG in Alexandria
ILLUSTRIOUS WALTER SCOTT DOWNS, 33°, GC
Secretary Emeritus
STATED MEETINGS
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection
Second Friday of each month
O.M. “NEIL” MARPLE, KCCH
Venerable Master
Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix
Second Friday
January, March, May, November
JOHN A. LIGHT, KCCH
Wise Master
Alexandria Council of Kadosh
Second Friday
January, March, May, November
JAMES D. BAKER, KCCH
Commander
Alexandria Consistory
Second Friday
March, June, September, December
DONALD G. PHILLIPS, KCCH
Master of Kadosh

Upcoming Events
September 2012

October 2012 (continued)

September 13 – 7:00 p.m.
Master Craftsman II – Quiz 2

October 15 – 6:30 p.m.
Blue Ridge Club Meeting Culpeper

September 14 – 6:30 p.m.
Pre-meeting Dinner
Consistory & Lodge of Perfection
– 7:30 p.m.
September 17 – 6:30 p.m.
Blue Ridge Club Meeting in
Culpeper

(reservations required by Sept 14)

September 21 & 22
Scottish Rite Conference
Orient of Virginia
Holiday Inn, Lynchburg

(Room Reservations direct, or to the Alex.
Valley Secretary)
(Meal reservations need to be made to the
Alex. Valley Secretary)

September 26 – 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Valley Club
Butcher Block Restaurant,
Stephens City
(reservations not required)

September 29 – 6:30 p.m.
Feast of Tishri Dinner & Program

(Reservations required by, Oct. 12)

October 20 – 8:00 a.m. – 4:45
p.m.

Fall Reunion Degrees 4th thru 19th

October 24 – 6:30 p.m.
Shenandoah Valley Club
Woodstock

(Reservations required by, Oct. 19)

October 27 – 8:00 a.m. – 5:15
p.m.

Fall Reunion Degrees 20 th thru 32nd

November 2012
November 6 & 7
Grand Lodge of Virginia
Richmond, VA
November 9 – 6:30 p.m.
Pre-meeting Dinner
Council of Kadosh, Chapter of
Rose Croix & Lodge of Perfection
– 7:30 p.m.

(Reservations required by Sept 24)

November 12 – 7:00 p.m.
Master Craftsman I – Quiz 1

October 2012

November 19 – 6:30 p.m.
Blue Ridge Club Meeting Culpeper

October 11 – 7:00 p.m.
Master Craftsman II – Quiz 3
October 12 – 6:00 p.m.
Executive Council Meeting
Lodge of Perfection – 7:30 p.m.
Refreshments – 9:00 p.m.

(Reservations required by, Nov. 16)

REMINDER:
Clubs Information on page 4.

