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Roger W. Peak, KCCH
Commander
Alexandria Council of
Kadosh
OhioPeak@gmail.com

Master Craftsman Study Group

uite a number of the Brethren are
enrolled in the Scottish Rite’s Master
Craftsman Program Part I, and more
are considering the program. Some of us like
to study alone, but we are setting up a study
group for those Scottish Rite Masons who
learn best in a group setting.
We d i s t r i b u t e d i n fo r m a t io n a n d
registration sheets for the study group during
the Fall Reunion on 22 October, but if you
missed that event, you can still participate by
getting in touch with me, Ill. Norm Hoff, or
our Secretary Ill. Dave Morris.
W hen you register for the Master
Craftsman Program, you will receive the first
quiz and the Scottish Rite Ritual: Monitor and
Guide, a $65.00 book. The cost of both the
Program and the book is only $40.00.
The study group will assemble at the
Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple at 7:00 p.m.
on the dates shown below. Depending on how
many of the Brethren sign up, we will meet in
the library, the small Lodge room or the dining
hall. Feel free to dress informally – no coat
or tie is required.

Date
8 December 2011
5 January 2012
2 February 2012
1 March 2012
12 April 2012
10 May 2012
Alexandria Scottish
Rite Temple
1430 West Braddock
Road
Alexandria, VA
22302
Tel: 703-998-9044
Fax: 703-778-2804
www.AlexandriaScottishRite.org

Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia

Session
Quiz 1
Quiz 2
Quiz 3
Quiz 4
Quiz 5
Quiz 6

Participants are encouraged to complete
each quiz prior to the meeting of the study group.
The quiz will be handed in at the end of the
session, graded, and returned at the beginning
of the next session. In addition, the next quiz
will be distributed at each session and should be
completed prior to the next study group meeting.
The plan for each meeting is as follows:
7:00 pm Start
		
Review quiz answers
		
Discussion
		
Slide Presentation of
			
important points
		
Collect quizzes for grading
8:30 pm End
For more information, contact Roger W. Peak,
32°, KCCH; Study Group Leader, at OhioPeak@
gmail.com, Norman Hoff, 33°; Chair, Education
and Americanism Committee, at norm.hoff@
verizon.net, or Dave Morris, 33° Secretary, at
Secretary@AlexandriaScottishRite.org.
Roger Peak, KCCH

Topic
Some Masonic and Scottish Rite Basics
The Lodge of Perfection
Chapter of Rose Croix
Council of Kadosh
The Consistory of Masters of the Royal Secret
Scottish Rite Honors
The Valley of Alexandria was well represented at last month’s Reinactment of the
House of the Temple cornerstone laying.
The Valley Executive Council has approved
conducting a $300,000, five-year campaign
to raise funds for philanthropic purposes, including support of the House of the Temple
reconstruction. Details will be included in Personal
Representative Messages in future Bulletins.

Shown (l-r) Ill. Robert Watkins, Jr.; Ill. John Shroeder, III; Ill. Edmund Cohen, Personal Representative in
Alexandria of the Virginia SGIG; RW Terry Ellison, Deputy Grand Master; Ill. Dave Kruger, Virginia’s SGIG
Emeritus; and Ill. Matt Szramoski, Director of Development at the Scottish Rite.

Personal Representative’s Message
Dear Brethren:

Edmund Cohen, 33°

Personal Representative
of the SGIG in
Alexandria
PersonalRepresentative
@alexandriascottishrite.org

Scottish Rite Bulletin

Of course, while we must think about the
future, we still have some important events this
year, including our Feast of Tishri celebration
on Saturday, November 19th, important Valley
meetings in November and December, and
another meeting of our Executive Council.
I mention these events, in part, because while
just being a member of the Scottish Rite is great,
you can get even more out of your membership
by becoming more active.
• There are quite a number of
opportunities to play a leadership role
as an officer in one of the four bodies
or by becoming a member of one of our
committees.
• There are opportunities for
learning – enroll in the Master Craftsman
program.
• There are opportunities for
teaching – help to run our Master
Craftsman study group, become a part
of the officer training team, or help us
start a book club.
• There are opportunities for
speaking – we have a main program and
an educational talk at each meeting.
• If you like editing and layout –
you can assist the Editor of the Alexandria
Scottish Rite Bulletin.
• If you are computer savvy and
would like to improve our website – you
can work with our webmaster.
• Are you an actor at heart or like
theater? There are speaking and nonspeaking roles in our Reunion degrees
and you can join, for example, the lights,
sound, stage, costuming, or prompting
teams.
• Or perhaps you are interested in
our charitable activities or a new youth
program we are starting.
T he s e a nd ot he r o p p o r t u n it ie s a r e
available. All you need to do is to get in touch
with me [phone: 703-556-6536 or email:
PersonalRepresentative@AlexandriaScottishRite.
org or get in touch with Ill. Dave Morris, our
Secretary, [phone: (703) 998-9044 or email:
Secretary@AlexandriaScottishRite.org
Finally, all of us should consider ourselves
to be members of the Alexandria Scottish Rite
membership committees. Each of us needs to

Looking back we had an earthquake, worried
about a hurricane, and suffered some flooding –
all within a couple of weeks. Perhaps it takes an
occasional exposure to the overwhelming
forces of nature to realize how puny and
vulnerable we really are and how much we
depend upon our family and friends and our
Masonic support system to see us through.
When we come through such experiences
unscathed, we very properly give thanks to
the Supreme Architect of the Universe, but it
is also fitting that we extend a helping hand
to those who have suffered losses. As we
think ahead and plan a thanksgiving feast
with friends and family, we know that many
are having difficulty feeding their families.
As we prepare to celebrate Christmas or
Hanukah with our families, we know that
many of our fellow citizens will have very little to
celebrate this year. To the extent we can, we might
want to consider providing a few dollars to help
those in need. A small check to the Almoner’s
fund, to RiteCare, or to a local food bank could
make a real difference in someone’s life.
But it is not just natural disasters that we
should remember; there were many happier
moments in this our Centennial year. Under the
leadership of Mike Riley, KCCH, we enjoyed a
number of special events, including our picnic,
dinner and show at the Temple, and our recent
Centennial Banquet attended by among others
the Sovereign Grand Commander, Ill. Ronald A.
Seale, the Sovereign Grand Inspector General
in Virginia; MW and Ill. James D. Cole; and
the Personal Representative for the Richmond
Valley, MW and Ill. John R. Quinley. The food
was marvelous, the music great, the speeches
inspiring, and the fellowship priceless.
But the evening was more than just a trip
down memory lane, although we did a bit of that.
I think that we left with clarity of purpose and
resolve, and with the feeling that our best years
are ahead of us. We intend to nurture that same
sense of commitment that our founders had 100
years ago. We will cultivate in ourselves that
same level of excitement and enthusiasm, and we
will have the vision and take the actions necessary
to ensure that the future generations of Scottish
Rite Masons will inherit a strong and vibrant
Alexandria Scottish Rite Valley.
(continued on page four)

Mementos from the

Alexandria Scottish Rite Centennial Banquet
Saturday, October 1, 2011

Master of Ceremonies, Bro.
David B. Browning, introduces dignitaries at the Alexandria Scottish Rite
Centennial Banquet, Saturday, October 1, 2011.

Alexandria City Councilwoman, Del Pepper, on behalf of the Mayor of Alexandria, presents a certificate
proclaiming October 1st as
“Valley of Alexandria Day in
the City of Alexandria.”

From the
Secretary’s Desk
First let me take some of my allotted space
to thank all of you who have been so nice to my
wife, Linda, and me during her recent illness.
We are hopeful she will be out of the hospital
soon. Thank you also for your cards, flowers,
calls, and most of all your prayers.
This year is going by quickly. 2012 will
be here before we know it. Are you ready for
some ACTION? With the new year will come
the need for new officers for all four of our
Scottish Rite Bodies. New cast members will
be needed for our degree work. New members
will be recruited for our stage, lighting, sound
and prompting teams. The composition of the
several committees that help keep our Valley
running smoothly will be reviewed and reconstituted where indicated.

Among the dignitaries introduced at the Centennial
Banquet were: (l-r) Ill. Dave Kruger, 33°, emeritus member of
the Supreme Council; Sovereign Grand Commander Ronald
A. Seale, 33°; Sovereign Grand Inspector General in Virginia
[and Grand Treasurer General] James D. Cole, 33°; and, Edmund Cohen, 33°, Personal Representative of the SGIG in
Virginia.

Members of Herndon Chapter No.
55, Order of the Eastern Star are acknowledged by appreciative (and satiated) Scottish Rite members and guests
at the Alexandria Scottish Rite Centennial
Banquet, Saturday, October 1, 2011.

Do you have a talent to share? Do any of
these opportunities for service to the Rite interest you? Please call me and let me know what you
would like to do.
A SPECIAL NOTE TO OUR
50-YEAR MEMBERS
Unless you also are a Life Member, you will
receive a 2012 dues notice for $18.00. This is the
per capita fee to the Supreme Council. We do
not charge fifty-year members any dues for your
membership in the Alexandria Valley.

David C. Morris, 33°

David C. Morris, 33°
Secretary of all
Four Bodies
Secretary
@AlexandriaScottishRite.org

Scottish Rite of Virginia
2011 Conference
The 87th Annual Meeting of the Scottish Rite
Conference of Virginia was hosted by the Valley of
Newport News on September 23 & 24, 2011. The
Alexandria Valley was well represented with over 20
Brethren attending. Our Ladies brought the total to
over 40.
Friday afternoon’s outstanding educational
sessions included a presentation by the Orient
Membership Chair, Brother J. Richard Rawls, on
techniques and tools for finding and keeping new
members as well as returning lost Brethren to our
folds. The 2nd session was presented by Brother
Patrick C. Murphrey on how to set up and conduct
study groups for Master Craftsman Course I.
Saturday focused on annual business meetings
of the Conference and Foundation. The Conference
Chaplain conducted a Necrology Ceremony, followed
by reports from the Conference President and Vice
Presidents on their Valleys’ status and events of the
last year. The SGIG and Grand Master of Masons in
Virginia presented their remarks. Elections were held
and new officers installed.
At the Saturday banquet representatives of the
ODU Speech Pathology Department spoke on how
Scottish Rite supports their program and introduced
this years’ Foundation grant recipients.
For the first time the biennial KCCH investiture
was held during a Conference Session. The Richmond
Valley’s Investiture Team did a superb job. I know
our Valley’s recipients appreciated the event.
I want to give particular thanks to Brother Allen
Beckner and his Lady Linda for their terrific work in
running the Valley’s Hospitality Suite.
The 2012 Conference will be held in Lynchburg
on September 21 & 22.
William Larry Alexander, 33°
Conference Vice President

(continued from page one)
try to replace ourselves – annually – by giving
a petition to one of our Lodge Brethren who are
not yet members of the Rite. And each of us
should develop a relationship with at least one
new Scottish Rite member each month. It would
take only a couple of minutes to call a Brother,
perhaps one of the many new Alexandria Scottish
Rite members who joined us this year. One of the
greatest benefits of membership is the fellowship.
But this does not just happen at meetings, it can
start with a phone call or an email. And perhaps
most important of all, you might reach out to the
widow of one of our departed Brethren. It’s part
of our obligation and it’s the right thing to do.
Happy Holidays!
Ed Cohen

Centennial Year
Membership Goal
Reached
Thanks to the tremendous efforts of
our Membership Committee and the support of our members working closely with
their Blue Lodges, we received more than
100 petitions for membership since the first
of our Centennial Year. Congratulations to
all who made this possible.
Let’s work just as hard to make these
new Scottish Rite Masons feel welcome.

2011 MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEES
Membership Committee

Chairman:
John W. Pearson, KCCH

ChairMembershipCommittee@
AlexandriaScottishRite.org

Acting Chairman:
Paul R. Evancoe, KCCH
Keith R. Butler, KCCH
Michael A. Riley, KCCH
Raymond D. Steele. 33°
Eureka Vaughn
Robert G. Watkins, Jr., 33°
David W. Weaver, KCCH

Master
Craftsman
Congratulations to
the most recent
member to complete
the program:
Master
Craftsman, I
Jason W. Lotz,
KCCH

Member Retention Committee
Chairman:
Shelton B. Richman, KCCH

ChairMemberRetentionCommittee@
AlexandriaScottishRite.org

Steven M. Hicks, 33°
Robert P. Hume
Hector N. Mujica,
Larry D. Parks
Donald G. Phillips, KCCH
Donald E. Radeke
Jerry A. Waller

Stephen M. Hewitt, WM
Henry Lodge No. 57

December 2010-October 2011

The Grand Architect
called Worshipful Brother
Stephen Michael Hewitt, of
Henry Lodge No. 57, to lay
down his working tools on
Monday, October 3rd 2011.
Worshipful Steve was born
on November 7, 1949, Initiated an Entered Apprentice
on June 17, 1975, Passed to
the Degree of Fellowcraft
on September 24, 1975, and
Raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason on
November 11, 1975.
Steve was a Senior DeMolay and member of the
20th Degree cast.
November - December 2011
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Master of Kadosh’s Message

ot wanting to reinvent the wheel, but
being desirous of shedding light on
the Consistory of Masters of the Royal
Secret in the Thirty First and Thirty Second Degrees, particularly for those not in possession of
the Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide from
which the following was taken — be pleased
to enjoy.
The word consistory derives from the Latin
consistorium, which means both “tribunal” and
“imperial council.” The aptness of this word will
become readily apparent.
As with the other degrees of Freemasonry,
the consistorial degrees present some of their
lessons by borrowing the symbols of other cultures and times.
In the Thirty First Degree the mythology
of the ancient Egyptians is vividly portrayed,
as a tribunal or court of the dead is represented.
Within its drama, based upon the Egyptian Book
of the Dead, a soul seeks to find favor in the eyes
of his judges and receive his eternal reward.
The Thirty Second Degree recapitulates all
the lessons of the Scottish Rite prior to introducing the candidate to the Royal Secret and the
Holy Doctrine. The reality of God’s intimacy
with mankind is reinforced as a fact and truth,
and not merely an idealistic notion. The Master
of the Royal Secret learns that by self-sacrifice
and the application of philosophical truth he
may become part of Freemasonry’s ideal of a
Holy Empire, and the empire of intellect, reason,
philosophy and wise morality.
Many years ago when introduced to instrument flying where one must have explicit faith
in the information provided by the airplane’s
instruments, I was told when that talent was
acquired, I would have vision beyond sight. As
we journey through life down shadowy lanes and
strange streams, we may find that vision provided
by our journey through the Scottish Rite degrees
yields the same effect.
The ability to discern not only the difference
between right and wrong but also to act upon the
demands placed upon a Scottish Rite Mason to
step forward with word and deed, exemplifies the
term coined by Joseph Campbell, philosopher,
as “following one’s bliss.”
In the 20th Degree, you are instructed to do
something that lives after you. Later you are admonished to “Listen now to the ancient lawgivers

of the world” whose deeds did, in fact, “create
something that lived after them.” To paraphrase
Campbell, many philosophies have been
particularly appropriate for their time.
If you can recognize the enduring aspects of their truth and separate them
from the temporal applications, you’ve
got it. One way or another we all have
to find what best fosters the flowering of
our humanity in this contemporary life,
and dedicate ourselves to that.
As did all members of the Consistory, we embarked on the remainder of
life’s journey, armed as well as shielded,
with the knowledge derived and imparted from
the Fourth through the Thirty Second Degree,
and that which we strive to accomplish has been
written on our hearts.

Ralph W. Smith,
33°
Master of Kadosh

ralph.smith35@verizon.net

Biography - Ralph Wilbur Smith, Jr., 33°
Ralph Wilbur Smith, Jr. was born in Baltimore County, Maryland, in
1933. He graduated high school in 1949 and received an Associate of Arts
Degree in Veterinary Medicine in 1952 from Potomac State School and a
Bachelor of Science degree from West Virginia University in 1963.
Illustrious Smith enlisted in the U.S. Navy in September 1952, was commissioned ensign and designated a naval aviator in 1954. He had multiple
aircraft carrier deployments that included combat. He held command, and
performed staff duty with the Bureau of Naval Personnel, Commander Naval Air Force Atlantic and Chief of Naval Operations. He retired as captain
January 1983.
Following his naval career, Ralph operated a consulting business for
seven years, and taught in Fairfax County Adult Education for two years.
He was Commander of VFW Post 8469 2004 / 2005, performed volunteer
work with FISH, FACETS, Meals On Wheels, The Lamb Center, and the
YMCA Indian Guide Youth Program, in addition to being involved in numerous church activities.
Smith was raised a Master Mason in May 1964 in Orange Park [Fla.]
Lodge No. 267 F. & A. M. He became an active member of other Masonic
organizations including: Orange Park Chapter 226 Order of the Eastern Star
[1964]; Scottish Rite, Jacksonville [1965]; York Rite [1974]; New Orleans,
Khedive Shrine, Norfolk [1977]. He affiliated with Henry Lodge No. 57,
Fairfax, VA. in 1997 where he served as Master in 2002 and where he currently serves as Secretary. Ill. Ralph will be installed as DDGM for District
Four at the Grand Lodge of Virginia’s annual communication in November.
Other memberships include: Kena Shrine and Kena Hillbillys [2002];
Alexandria Scottish Rite Bodies [2000]; National Sojourners Chapter 364
[Past President]; Light Horse Harry Lee Camp Heroes of ’76 [Past Commander]; Knight Masons and Allied Masonic Degrees.
His exemplary service to the Scottish Rite and Masonry in general was
recognized by his investiture with the KCCH in 2005. He was coroneted a
33° Inspector General Honorary in 2011.
Ralph married the former Dorothy Sue Harper of Moorefield, WV. in
1958. They have four children and eight grandchildren.
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All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear
in this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree, unless
otherwise indicated.
The Secretary of the four coordinate Bodies is
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°.
The Assistant Secretary is Illustrious David H.
Smith Sr., 33°
The Treasurer is Illustrious Roy M. (Marty)
Heaster, 33°
The mailing address is: P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA
22313. The Office Phone is: (703) 998-9044. The Fax
Number is: (703) 778-2804.
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at 1430
West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change
of address, phone number or email address. This is very
important so that you may receive The Scottish Rite
Journal and other publications and correspondence
without delay.
THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought
our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission,
and the guarantee of equal rights to all people
everywhere our ultimate goal.
ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°
is Sovereign Grand Commander
ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°
is Grand Treasurer General and
SGIG in the Orient of Virginia
ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°
is Personal Representative
of the SGIG in Alexandria
ILLUSTRIOUS WALTER SCOTT DOWNS, 33°, GC
is Secretary Emeritus
STATED MEETINGS
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection
Second Friday of each month
JAMES A. LOUDERMILK, KCCH
Venerable Master
Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix
Second Friday
January, March, May, November
CARL R. GAGLIARDI, 33°
Wise Master
Alexandria Council of Kadosh
Second Friday
January, March, May, November
ROGER W. PEAK, KCCH
Commander
Alexandria Consistory
Second Friday
March, June, September, December
RALPH W. SMITH JR., 33°
Master of Kadosh

SCOTTISH RITE CLUBS

Feast of Tishri
Saturday, November 19th
6 p.m.
Tickets $12

Mail reservation and payment to the
Secretary by November 10th

We have a wonderful program planned for this annual
event. Those of you who are
familiar with this feast know
that it celebrates the dedication of King Solomon’s Temple
while also observing a Masonic Feast of Thanksgiving. Be
sure to mark your calendars for
Saturday evening, November
19th. The Lodge of Perfection
will conduct the program which
promises to be well worth your
participation.
Contact our Secretary for
reservations by November 11th.

NOVEMBER 2011

Reminder:

Our November meeting is on
the first Friday of the month –
November 4th – to accommodate
the Virginia Grand Lodge Annual
Communication.


Friday, 4th – 6:30 p.m.
Pre-Meeting Dinner

Lodge of Perfection & Consistory
Meetings – 7:30 p.m.                                                                                                    


Monday, 14th – 6:30 p.m
Blue Ridge Club
Meeting in Culpeper

(reservations required by Friday, November 10th)



Saturday, 19th
Feast of Tishri

Banquet in Dining Hall – 6 p.m.
Program in main lodge room –
following dinner

DECEMBER 2011
Friday, 9th – 6:30 p.m.
Lodge of Perfection & Consistory
(election of officers) – 7:30 p.m.
This publication can be viewed
in full color at
www.AlexandriaScottishRite.org
Also on the web:
“The Virginia Light,” newsletter of the
Orient of Virginia at
www.OrientOfVirginia.org

