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“No matter how small or insignificant, light

always chases away the darkness.”

S

Richard E. Saunders
Prelate of All Four Bodies

Prelate@AlexandriaScottishRite.org

ome two months have elapsed since the thought expressed in the above headline was offered
during the Chapter of Rose Croix’s Ceremony of Remembrance and Light. But, because
of the powerful illustration of lighted candles, the
message presented by Prelate Richard E. Saunders
remains clearly in mind.
“Perhaps you do not think that you are very
important to this world. I can assure you that you
are wrong. Just as I can assure you that the light
provided by the brethren we are honoring here
tonight was vital in some way to our world. But
each of us is one man. What can we do?”, he asked.
Then, demonstrating his point by lighting a
single candle he said, “This light represents one
life.” Asking that the lights in the lodge room be
turned off, Brother Saunders continued, “In the
darkness, this one small light becomes a beacon.
No matter how small or insignificant, light always chases away the darkness.
“As we seek further light in Masonry, we help to illuminate the world around us. As we
share that with others [as when we light another candle] we create more light.
								
(continued on page three)
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Soon we will observe Memorial Day,
Flag Day and Independence Day. These holidays should be occasions for expressions of
gratitude for the freedoms we enjoy as Americans. Indeed, celebrating freedom should be
something we do every day of the year. The
current turmoil in the world should make us
constantly mindful that our freedoms have

been achieved through the sacrifice of our
forefathers and which are preserved by our
service men and women.
We in the Alexandria Valley are lucky to
have virtually within our backyard the monuments and memorials that are the essence of
Americanism. One such place is the Americanism Museum at The House of the Temple.
The Americanism Museum contains a rich and
varied exhibit of artifacts that illustrate our
Fraternity’s dedication to personal, social, and
intellectual freedom.
God bless America.
Flags in a row stand tall in front of their
respective markers. More than 350,000 were placed
in the ground during the “Flags In” ceremony at
Arlington National Cemetery last May.
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Scottish Rite Bulletin

Dear Brethren:
I was reminiscing the other day and
recall that, as a young boy, I was always getting into trouble in school. At
the beginning of each school year
I remember thinking that with a brand
new notebook and pencil, and a new
teacher, I would start with a blank slate
and do great – or at least better than last
year.
I guess even as we get older, we all
blot our copy book on occasion, both
figuratively and literally. We realize that
time spent is gone forever and what’s
done is done. Thus, words spoken cannot
be unspoken, relationships broken often
cannot be repaired, and mistakes made
cannot be undone. But while there really is
no do-over in life, there are second chances.
Rather than look backwards and beat ourselves up about the past, we can look forward
and try to do better.
I bring this up because spring is a time
of renewal. After a bleak and barren winter,
we look forward to seeing the buds on the
trees, the flowers blooming, and the birds
returning. All around us there is rebirth and
regeneration, and so it can be for us as well.
As we take stock of our role as son and father,
husband and friend, and, of course, as Master
Mason and Scottish Rite Mason, we can draw
upon the great lessons of the Craft and seek
in small ways and large to improve ourselves
and make a difference.
I suspect that when we look back on
our lives, it will be as much the little things
we have done that will bring us joy and
satisfaction and which will have made a
difference. Being helpful to someone in
need, being kind to a stranger, overlooking
a mistake to avoid embarrassing a Brother,
being slow to anger and quick to forgive,
making someone smile or even laugh,
showing sympathy and empathy are all things
we can do so easily, if we try. They cost very

little and they mean so much. After all, isn’t
that at the heart of our Masonic values?
A couple of nice things we can do are to
recognize our ladies and our teachers.
On Friday May 13, we will have our
Ladies Appreciation and Widows Recognition
Dinner. Here is an opportunity to bring your
lady to the Scottish Rite for a fine dinner, a
great talk, and some gifts. It is a time for us
to say thank you for their many kindness and
indulgences. And why not reach out to one
of our Scottish Rite widows and invite her to
this dinner. What a great way to honor the
memory of our departed Brother and show
our love and support to his widow.
And then on Saturday June 11, we are
having a family picnic at the Temple and
will recognize three outstanding teachers for
their great work with children. Again, here
is an opportunity for you and your family
to fellowship together with your Brethren
and their families in the spirit of our great
Fraternity. I hope you will make room on
your calendar and attend both of these events.
I mentioned that in small ways and large
we can make a difference. So in this, our
centennial year, you might consider ramping
up your support for the Alexandria Scottish
Rite by attending the meetings and the special
events such as the two listed above. But in
addition, I ask your help on two larger things.
First, it is important that we replace our
departed Brethren. We are only part of the
way toward our goal of 100 new members to
commemorate our centennial year. We will
be having a one-day Fall Reunion on Saturday
October 22, and we really need your help in
reaching our 2011 membership goal.
Having a one day class will accommodate those who have been very busy
and unable, at this point in their lives,
to get away for two Saturdays. But
if we sit back and hope someone else is soliciting candidates, we will be disappointed. Each
of us needs to approach our Masonic Brethren

in our Blue Lodges and in other venues, and
each of us should sign up one candidate for
our Centennial Class. Please carry a petition with you (you can print it right off our
website) and help to make the Fall Reunion a
highlight of our centennial year. Our success
is truly in your hands.
The second, bigger thing is to be a part of
helping to restore the House of the Temple.
This magnificent building was designed
by the famous architect John Russell Pope,
who also designed the National Archives
and Records Administration building,
the Jefferson Memorial, and the West
Building of the National Gallery of Art. The
cornerstone laying for this building (which is
an adaptation of the famous Mausoleum at
Halicarnassus, one of the “Seven Wonders
of the Ancient World”) occurred in 1911, so
like us it is celebrating its 100th anniversary.
There currently is a major effort underway
to renovate and restore this truly beautiful
building, which serves as the headquarters
of the Southern Jurisdiction.
The Sovereign Grand Commander,
Ronald Seale, will be the keynote speaker at
our formal centennial banquet on October 1
and we would like to present him with our
contribution toward the Temple restoration
after his speech. Contributions are tax
deductible and should be sent to our Secretary,
Ill. Dave Morris, at P.O. Box 175, Alexandria,
VA 22313.
Support your Alexandria Valley in its
Centennial Year
Ed Cohen

From the
Secretary’s Desk
Well, we made it through another winter.
The grass around the building is already lush
and green and the trees are in bud. It’s time to
get out and about. We hope to see you in Lodge
soon.
PRE-MEETING DINNERS
Please make note, we have had to increase our pre-meeting meal cost to $8.00,
beginning with the May 13th Dinner; with
any luck we will have our new round tables
in place, so bring seven brothers, ladies and
or friends and fill-up one or more.
DUE NOTE OF DUES
Some of you have received a second
Dues Notice for 2011, from the Supreme
Council, reminding you of your dues payment. If you have already sent it in, I thank you. If
not, please remember to send as soon as you can.
On another note about your dues payment –
ONLY put changes to your information on the
form, if nothing has changed, you need only to
send along your payment with the statement provided.
SPRING CLASS

David C. Morris, 33°
Secretary of all
Four Bodies
Secretary
@AlexandriaScottishRite.org

For those of you in the Spring Reunion
Class your rings, hats and cases should arrive in
time for the June meeting.
This publication can be viewed in
full color at
www.AlexandriaScottishRite.org.
(continued from page one)
“What does one candle lose by lighting
others? Nothing, it simply spreads its own light
to help replicate itself. It still shines just as
brightly, only now, there is even more light.
“When the light went out in the lives of
our departed brethren [honored during the
Remembrance and Light Ceremony], it did not
die. That light was passed on to you and me.
It is now our job to continue spreading it to
other men, using it to chase away the darkness
around us, and to fulfill God’s law of love on
this earth.”
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Practicing My Craft
for The Craft
by

Jay Patterson, KCCH
As many of my Brethren in the Valley of Alexandria
can tell you, I like telling stories, and as a cameraman
and engineer for ABC World News’ Washington Bureau,
I follow the President around the world, shooting video
that helps to tell the stories that make up your evening
news. So it was a great honor to be asked to practice my
craft for the Craft by helping Ill. Dean Alban, 33°, Director of Membership Services for the Supreme Council, to
tell some stories about Scottish Rite Masons in Virginia
and across the country.
Ill. Dean and Assoc. Director of Membership Services, Ill. Stan Dodd, 33° had three ideas for how to
tell these stories, and developed them into three video
projects: Scottish Rite Friends and Family; There comes
a Time, Dr. Richard Draper; and a testimonial video
featuring numerous Masons from many walks of life.
The first video, Scottish Rite Friends and Family,
shot mostly in Washington and Virginia, shows a side
of Freemasonry that often goes unnoticed - the women’s
perspective. This great video gives women a chance to
speak about their partners and how it has influenced their
lives. Most importantly to us, though, is that our Personal
Rep. in the Valley of Alexandria’s (Ill. Ed Cohen, 33°)
wife, Gwen, who is almost as well known and highly
regarded as Ill. Ed, was one of the featured women in
this video.
For the testimonial video, Ill. Stan and I traveled to
several Valleys around the Jurisdiction, including the
Valley of Nashville and the Washington, D.C. area, to
interview a diverse cross-section of members and to hear
their inspiring stories of when it hit them that Freemasonry was right for them. We will use additional video
footage from these Scottish Rite members in future
video stories.
Ill. Stan then traveled to Hannibal, Missouri to capture the amazing life story of Dr. Richard Draper for the
video, There comes A Time, Dr. Richard Draper. This
video tells how Dr. Richard Draper’s life was deeply
affected by a Scottish Rite Mason.
Together, these videos will offer new tools to our
Valley and Orient, and Valleys and Orients across the

Ill. Dean Alban, 33º, Director of Membership Services (standing)
and Ill. Stan Dodd, 33º, Assoc. Director of Membership Services and Jay
Patterson, KCCH of the Alexandria Valley and ABC News work at the
House of the Temple of The Supreme Council in DC on their latest and
future video projects.

country, that will help us communicate with both our
current members and prospective members what the
Scottish Rite means for those involved in it.
I hope you enjoy their stories as much as I do. The
links are on YouTube and the Freemason Network,
which if you aren’t a member of yet, you should join as
soon as you can! (The Freemason Network is a social
networking site, like Facebook, that’s free to join and
just for Freemasons.)
Scottish Rite Freemasonry: There Comes a Time
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-ZFdxi09_c
Scottish Rite Friends and Family
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nj20shazLYs
And if you are a member of the Freemason Network
http://www.freemasonnetwork.net/video/154

Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia
Spring 2011 Workshop
The Scottish Rite Conference
of Virginia Spring Workshop was
held on March 26, 2011, at the Richmond Scottish Rite Temple. I was
very pleased to see a strong turnout
from the Valley of Alexandria with
about 22 members. We have always
pushed the Valley of Richmond for
attendance, but this year the Norfolk
Valley beat us. Let’s shoot for 30 at
the 2012 Workshop.
Ill. Jack L. Smith, 33°, Conference President, from the Valley of
Newport News opened the workshop
and introduced the Conference Officers. Ill. James Dean Cole, 33°,
SGIG in VA, introduced the heads
of Appendant Bodies and the Grand
Master of Masons in Virginia, MW
John Mason Chambliss, Jr., 33°. MW
Chambliss introduced the Grand
Lodge officers.
MW Chambliss spoke on leadership. Tying the topic to Ill. Ed’s
upcoming discussion on Strategic
Planning, MW Chambliss said to
lead, you have to have a destination
and a plan to get here. A leader should
be the match that supplies light to
the candles of his team. By sharing
the light of guidance and planning,
the light is multiplied, providing illumination to the task for the benefit
of all. [editor’s comment: Note how
the Grand Master’s point ties in with
the Prelate’s message on page one.]
Ill. Ed Cohen, 33°, then spoke on
Strategic Planning in a valley. He
told a fable of how Stuff Happens and
then explained why a strategic plan
is necessary to allow an organization
to control what actually happens. He
reviewed the process the Alexandria
Valley used to develop its Strategic
Plan and how we are implementing
the plan. As you all know, our plan
and implementation details can be
found on the Valley web site [AlexandriaScottishRite.org]. For those who
have not yet read the plan, please do.

For the rest of us, read it again as no plan is
any good if not implemented.
Bro. V. Stuart Cook, Chairman of the
Board of the Richmond Childhood Language Disorder Center, spoke on the Center
and its funding status. The focus was on
how the Richmond Center is holding the line
on expenses, cutting planned expenditures
for 2011 to below 2006 levels. He also noted
the Center is starting an adopt-a-child program to assist in funding care for children
whose parents cannot afford the price of
treatment.
Ill. Jack Smith, 33°, Conference President, discussed the upcoming SR Conference to be held at the Omni Hotel in Newport
News on September 23-24, 2011. For the first
time, the KCCH Investiture will be held in
conjunction with the Conference.
Ill. James Dean Cole, 33°, SGIG in
VA, opened his comments by thanking Ill.
Frank Perdue, 33°, Conference Secretary,
Ill. Bob Carpenter, 33°, General Secretary
of the Richmond Valley, and all who were
responsible for putting on the Workshop.
He then spoke on the big push at the Supreme Council for Membership. He noted
the Brother-to-Brother Program last fall
resulted in a 30% recovery of members who
may have been lost to NPD. Virginia again
had a lower rate of decreasing membership
than the Southern Jurisdiction in general –
5% vs. 6.2%. He reiterated that solicitation
is a mandate in Virginia. Ill. Cole made a
particular point of reminding the members
of the importance of attending the reunions
to support the casts and crews, as well as
the candidates. The Supreme Council has
produced four videos which will be available
soon on one DVD. [See the article in this
issue in which Bro. Jay Patterson, KCCH,
tells about his part in the production of these
videos.]
Ill. Cole announced the appointment of
an Orient web master and membership chair.
The Biennial Session of the Supreme Council will be held on August 21-23, 2011 at the
Washington Hilton. The Alexandria Valley
has again been honored by being selected to
confer the 33rd Degree.

In the spring of 2012, there will
be a state-wide, one-day reunion
which will be called the Ill. James
B. Wilkinson Memorial Reunion. It
will be one of the last two weekends
in April.
Remember also the House of
the Temple development program to
restore the building.
Remember Masonry is about
moving things forward and lifting
people up.
William Larry Alexander, 33°
Conference Vice President

HISTORICAL
NOTES

1910 – Letters Temporary were
issued by the SGIG in Virginia for:
Washington Memorial Lodge of
Perfection; Randolph Chapter,
Rose Croix; Lafayette Council,
Knights Kadosh; and Virginia
Consistory.
1931 – Because of declining
economic conditions, it was
necessary for the Valley to borrow
$1,000 to finance the Fall Reunion.
1945 – Among those who
received the 33rd degree at the
October Biennial Session of the
Supreme Council was Brother
(President) Harry S. Truman.
1960 – The 50th anniversary
observance included 81 candidates
in the Spring Reunion named
in memory of SGIG Robert S.
Barrett (an Alexandria member).
This was followed by a dinner at
Hammond High School with over
700 present.
1971 – On January 8, the
first meeting in the Valley’s new
Temple on Braddock Road was
held. More than 175 Scottish Rite
Masons were in attendance.
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All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear
in this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree, unless
otherwise indicated.
The Secretary of the four coordinate Bodies is
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°.
The Assistant Secretary is Illustrious David H.
Smith Sr., 33°
The Treasurer is Illustrious Roy M. (Marty)
Heaster, 33°
The mailing address is: P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA
22313. The Office Phone is: (703) 998-9044. The Fax
Number is: (703) 778-2804.
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at 1430
West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please notify the Secretary immediately of any
change of address, phone number or e-mail address.
This is very important so that you may receive The
Scottish Rite Journal and other publications and
correspondence without delay.
THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought
our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission,
and the guarantee of equal rights to all people
everywhere our ultimate goal.
ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°
is Sovereign Grand Commander
ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°
is Grand Treasurer General and
SGIG in the Orient of Virginia
ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°
is Personal Representative
of the SGIG in Alexandria
ILLUSTRIOUS WALTER SCOTT DOWNS, 33°, GC
is Secretary Emeritus
STATED MEETINGS
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection
Second Friday of each month
JAMES A. LOUDERMILK, KCCH
Venerable Master
Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix
Second Friday
January, March, May, November
CARL R. GAGLIARDI, KCCH
Wise Master
Alexandria Council of Kadosh
Second Friday
January, March, May, November
ROGER W. PEAK, KCCH
Commander
Alexandria Consistory
Second Friday
March, June, September, December
RALPH W. SMITH JR., KCCH
Master of Kadosh

SCOTTISH RITE CLUBS

W

here are they located? How many
are there? When do they meet?
Who attends them? How can I get to
attend? What happens at a meeting?
T h e r e a r e t wo cl u b s: t h e
Shenandoah Valley Club alternates its
monthly meetings between the lodge
in Woodstock and the restaurant called
BUTCHER BLOCK at Stephens City;
the Blue Ridge Club’s monthly meetings
alternate between the lodge in Culpeper
and the lodge in The Plains.
Both clubs begin dinner at 6:30,
followed by a brief and informal
meeting, and then a program of varied
Masonic and non-Masonic topics.
Each meeting usually ends by 7:45.
The purpose of each club is to broaden
social relationships among Scottish Rite
families in the area, and to promote the
Scottish Rite.
Local brethren and their ladies
comprise most of those in attendance,
but there is also a certain number of
Alexandria area brethren and some
ladies who attend for their personal
enjoyment and in support of the clubs.
On May 16, the Blue Ridge Club
will be at Culpeper; on June 20, at The
Plains. The Shenandoah Valley Club
will meet at Stephens City on May 25;
and at Woodstock on June 22.
If you, and your lady, would like
to attend any of these enjoyable events,
please let Illustrious Brother Downs
know (703-768-7903, or walterdowns@
verizon.net) by the Friday before each
meeting. Directions are available or car
pools can be arranged; in either case,
plan to leave Alexandria at 4 PM.

Dates to remember
MAY 2011
Friday, 13th – 6:30 p.m.
Ladies Appreciation and
Widows Recognition Dinner

(reservations required by Monday, May 9th)

Council of Kadosh – 7:30 p.m.
Chapter of Rose Croix
Lodge of Perfection



Monday, 16th – 6:30 P.M.
Blue Ridge Club Meeting
Meeting at Culpeper



Wednesday, 25th – 6:30 P.M.
Shenandoah Valley Club Meeting
Meeting at Stephens City

JUNE 2011
Friday, 10th – 6:00 p.m.
Executive Council Meeting
Lodge of Perfection – 7:30 p.m.
Alexandria Consistory
Refreshments – 9:00 p.m.



Saturday, 11th – 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
on the Temple grounds

Scottish Rite Family Picnic
featuring the 2011

Outstanding Teachers
Recognition Program



Monday, 20th – 6:30 P.M.
Blue Ridge Club Meeting
Meeting at The Plains



Wednesday, 22nd – 6:30 P.M.
Shenandoah Valley Club Meeting
Meeting at Woodstock

