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One-Day Reunion—April 29, 2017 
Ask a Brother Mason to Join the Scottish Rite and Sign a Petition 

(See article on Page 7.) 

Another year has passed and we are now in 2017.  We have some new members  
who we will cherish, and have lost some of our Brethren who will be sorely missed,  
but the character of the Valley remains unchanged.  We are conservative in that we 
retain those Masonic values and traditions that have sustained us over the years.   
We are progressive in that we are embracing the new technology that allows us to 
communicate with our members more quickly and easily.  Most importantly, we are  
receptive to new ideas and continue to benefit from the comments and suggestions of 
our Brethren who are constantly alert to new opportunities and who are helping us 
meet the challenges that lie ahead.   

 

Part of this input has resulted from our strategic planning effort which has included 
surveys of the membership and discussions with individual members and core 
groups to gain their assessment about our strengths and weakness and their views 
about the future direction of the Valley.  Our last strategic plan – completed in 2010 – 
gave us necessary focus, and since then we successfully addressed many of the  
areas of concern raised as we were developing that strategic plan.  Now it is  
necessary for us to look further over the horizon to prepare for the challenges of the 
next decade.  It is not too late to join the discussion.  Call Peter Terrill, the Chair of 

our Strategic Planning Committee to participate in helping us to prepare for the future.   
 

Part of this input comes at more regular intervals at our Executive Council meetings where officers 
and members have the opportunity to raise, discuss, and resolve issues.  One such example was  
a suggestion that we have one-day Reunions in order to accommodate some of our potential  
candidates who, because they have young children and heavy work schedules, are unable to devote 
two Saturdays to join the Scottish Rite.  The countervailing concern was that one-day conferrals with 
only the five mandatory degrees conferred and the rest communicated are disruptive to degree team 
cohesion.  The Council decided that we could try to accommodate these potential candidates while 
limiting issues with the degree teams by having one-day Reunions on a regularly scheduled basis, 
once every two years, essentially once every fourth Reunion – with the first being on 29 April 2017.  
Degree teams not conferring the degree at that Reunion would be encouraged to get together for 
practices to keep the team active and the ritual sharp.  In addition, to enhance the one-day degree 
experience, we are expanding the degree communication scripts to better convey what the class 
would have seen if the degree had been conferred, and also to discuss in more detail the symbolic 
significance of the degree.  This is just one example, but members regularly suggest ideas for  
consideration – and they are considered.   
 

Of course, as important as the ideas and input of our members are to the health of the Valley, our  
real strength derives from the camaraderie that has developed among the Brethren.  The reason so 
many are working so hard on Valley projects is we get along, enjoy working together, and have fun.   
                                                                                                                                                                         (Continued on Page 2.) 

Personal Representative’s Message 
 Edmund Cohen, 33° — Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria 



 

 

When each of us first joined the Valley we felt a little removed from what was going on because we 
didn’t know too many of our Scottish Rite Brethren.  As we attended the meetings and were made to 
feel welcome, as we joined the Knights of Saint Andrew and started to participate in its activities, as 
we attended the Executive Council and our views were sought, and as we began to play a role in the 
Reunions or on a committee, we got to know some of our Scottish Rite Brethren better and began to 
experience the fellowship that is the essential glue that sustains our Valley.  
 

The net of all of this is that, to the extent you can, get involved and become active in the work of the 
Valley.  We know that each Brother has different time constraints, different skills and interests – and 
that these adjust over time as our work and family situation changes.  Fortunately, there are so many 
diverse opportunities in the Valley that we can accommodate your available time and your particular 
interests.  If you want some ideas as what activities you might join, I would suggest you seek out and 
speak with Phil Rhodes, Dave Morris, Jim Loudermilk, Norm Hoff, Paul Evancoe, Loyd Davis, or  
myself.  We can make recommendations that will quickly get you engaged in something that fits your 
interests, enhances the value of your membership, and increases your enjoyment of Scottish Rite.    
 

Fraternally,  
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Eternity and Infinity 
  Illustrious Roger M. Firestone, 33° 

Some of the underlying concepts of Freemasonry have a significantly deeper meaning 
than is often understood.  This article, based on the first part of a talk given at the  

December 2016 Stated meeting of the Valley of Alexandria will expose you to the depth 
and profundity of two of these concepts.   

 
What does the very first lesson in Freemasonry tell us?  To answer this question, we must know that 
a “lesson” in this context refers to a passage from the Bible, just as it does in many Protestant church 
services.  The first lesson in Masonry is Psalm 133, recited (or sung, in some jurisdictions) during the 
circumambulation of the EA Degree.  This psalm ends, "...for there, the Lord commanded the bless-
ing, even life forevermore."  Thus, before we learn any of the duties of Masonry or even what a 
Lodge is, we are taught a belief in the immortality of the soul. 
 

This concept recurs frequently in the Ancient Craft and the Scottish Rite Degrees.  It is tossed around 
almost casually in some Degrees, hinted at or alluded to subtly in others.  Yet not much time is de-
voted to understanding what “eternal life” or “immortality” means.   
 

I do not mean here what it is “like,” as religions differ among things like resurrection, reincarnation, 
nirvana, heaven/purgatory/hell, and so on, and it is not the place of Masonry to choose among  
religious beliefs.  But most of us do not really understand the concept of “eternity.” 
 

In the 18th Degree, the True Word links the concept of immortality to that of infinity, and 
also tells us that we should apply reason to understand these things.  What kind of  
reasoning is appropriate in dealing with infinite time, which is the definition of eternity? 
 

The Degrees governed by the Lodge of Perfection are termed "ineffable," and we say that 
word means "incapable of being expressed in ordinary language."  Fortunately, we don't always have 
to rely on ordinary language to apply our capability of reason.  There is another kind of language  
available to us in apprehending the infinite, and that is “mathematics.” 
 

                                                                                                                                                 (Continued on Page 3.) 



 

 

Even mathematics did not always have ways of dealing with the infinite; the necessary elements--
definitions, axioms, and theorems, along with infinite objects to reason about--did not develop until 
the late 19th century and early 20th.  This posed problems for Newton and Leibniz, the co-inventors 
of the calculus, a branch of mathematics that deals with processes pursued to an infinite extent.  
Those thinkers didn't deal so much with infinite sets and actual infinities, leaving those to later  
generations, but found ways to develop the math anyway.   
 

The non-mathematician tends to think of infinity as if it were a very large number.  But it is not.  An 
infinite set is different qualitatively from a set with a quintillion elements.   
 

Everyone has heard of the infinite number of monkeys with an infinite number of typewriters (and, 
one supposes, an infinite number of typewriter ribbons, an infinite supply of paper, and an infinite 
number of bananas).  The usual statement is that eventually they would write the works of  
Shakespeare.  But that does not show an understanding of infinity.  If one truly comprehends the  
infinite, and assuming that the monkeys are truly random typists, then an “infinite” number of the 
monkeys are right now writing Shakespeare, and an infinite number of them are writing “Hamlet,”  
and an infinite number of them are writing Act V, and an infinite number of those are writing "good 
night, sweet prince.  All at the same time.  ALL the time. 
 

In 1947, the Ukrainian physicist George Gamow published a book for the popular audience on the 
state of science titled “One Two Three...Infinity.”  The volume discusses genetics, particle physics, 
nuclear energy, cosmology, and special relativity, among other things, most of which are very much 
out of date after seven decades, but it begins, as the title indicates, with an exploration of infinity, 
which is still relevant.  Gamow illustrated the difference between finite and infinite sets like this: 
Suppose you own a regular hotel and all the rooms are occupied.  A person comes to the front desk 
and asks for a room. "Sorry," you say, "but we're full up.  Try the Motel 6 down the street."  Nothing 
new here.   
 

Now suppose you own a hotel with an infinite number of rooms, and again they're all occupied.  
Again, a traveler walks in and asks for a room.  "We're full up," you say, "but wait a minute or two."  
You have a staff of an infinite number of bellhops, of course, and you ring the bell and shout "Front!"  
Then you tell them to move the guest in room 1 to room 2, the guest in room 2 to room 3, the guest in 
room 3 to room 4, and so on to infinity.  All your guests still have rooms, but there is a vacancy!  And 
the person at the front desk can be accommodated.   
 

But wait, there's more (no, not ginsu knives).  Your hotel is still full, and now an infinite number of 
customers show up, all wanting rooms.  "Front!"  You tell the bellhops to move the guest in room 1 to 
room 2, the guest in room 2 to room 4, the guest in room 3 to room 6, and generally the guest in 
room N to room 2N.  All your previous guests still have rooms, but all the odd numbered rooms are 
vacant, and there are an infinite number of those.  You only have half of your infinite number of  
bellhops work on moving the first set of guests, right?  So the other half of them, still infinite in  
number, are available to move in the new patrons. 
 

These examples should show that a set with infinitely many elements is not like a finite set.  In  
particular, an infinite set has subsets just as big as it is, like the even numbers, of which there are as 
many as all of the counting numbers.  
 

This isn't where Gamow stopped, because that's not where the mathematicians stopped.  "In 1874, 
Georg Cantor showed that there were more real numbers than there are integers.  What  
mathematicians call the real numbers are the integers, fractions, solutions of algebraic equations (like 
the square root of 2), and so-called transcendental numbers like pi and e.  The transcendentals can 
be represented as decimals that go on forever without a repeating pattern, and that decimal  
representation is used in Cantor's proof.  Think of the real numbers as corresponding to the points  
on a line.                                                                                                    (Continued on Page 8.) 
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The long and winding road which leads me to your door comes from all the way back when I was 
Captain of the Host under Ill. Brother Michael Riley, 33

o
, Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection 

in 2010.  I am very grateful for the kindness and mentoring provided by all the Venerable Masters I 
have served under.  Thank you, Michael A. Riley, 33°, (2010); James Loudermilk, 33

o
, (2011);  

O.M. “Neil” Marple, 33°, (2012); Jason W. Lotz, KCCH (2013); the late Kent S. Webber, KCCH 
(2014); Earl R. Jones, 33

o
, (2015); and finally Ill. Brother Roger M. Firestone, 33°, (2016). 

 

I want to extend a special “thank you” and “congratulations” to Brother Heber Willis, KCCH, for  
working so closely with me through the years in the Lodge of Perfection.  About mid-May 2016  
Brother Willis asked me if I would consider moving up to the position of Venerable Master for 2017.  
Brother Willis informed me that he has beautiful young children whose events often conflict with  
stated meetings and family time and it is impossible to do both.  I told Brother Willis that my youngest 
turned 27 and my wife was retiring in July and that I could step up and serve while he would not miss 
this precious time in his family life.  Brother Willis will continue to be instrumental in the coordination 
of our joint Scottish Rite/Kena Shriners picnic and the Friends and Family Dinner and Charity Event. 
 

Illustrious Brother Neil Marple once said, “The goal of each Master must be to build upon the  
shoulders of his predecessors and leave the Lodge a little bit better.”  Brethren, I submit to you not 
only that the Master should feel this way but each officer and Brother of the Alexandria Valley should 
feel this way.  It is a fact that no one knows the future or controls it except the Creator.  We must act 
when given the opportunity to enhance someone’s life by providing aid, comfort or assistance to 
them in their time of distress, especially if it is a distressed Brother Mason and his family. 
 

We have so many exciting and fun things to do this year, and I want to mention them just in case  
you missed out last year.  We have 12 stated meetings with outstanding educational and guest 
speaker programs.  We have special dinners to award members of our Valley for their dedicated  
service, our outstanding Teacher of the Year awards, our Ladies Appreciation Night, our celebrations 
of the Feast of Tishri.  An event not to be missed is our Friends and Family Dinner and Charity Event 
which is held at the Fairview Marriott in April.  This event benefits our Rite Care Program at James 
Madison University (JMU) and the House of the Temple restoration.  Also, this year we have a  
one-day Reunion in April, and a two-day Reunion in October.  These are open to all Brothers to  
attend whether or not they participate in the degree work or stage crew.  The lunches are provided  
at no cost to all who attend the Reunion.  In addition, in August we have a special Blue Lodge event 
open to all Masons. 
 

The Alexandria Valley is just one of eight Valleys statewide that make up the Orient of Virginia.  In 
March there is a workshop held in Richmond, VA, and hosted by one of the eight Valleys.  For 2017 
the workshop is hosted by the Valley of Portsmouth.  The event is free and includes coffee and  
pastries for breakfast, followed by a meeting with all the Valleys, and a special program provided by 
our Sovereign Grand Inspector General James Dean Cole, 33°.  After the program which ends at 
noon, we are treated to some of the best fried chicken you have ever had.  After dessert everyone 
heads back home.  It’s a great way to meet Brethren from all over the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 

My personal favorite event is the Scottish Rite Conference which is held in September.  All of the  
Valleys get together at the hosting Valley’s location.  In 2017 the host valley is Portsmouth.   
Alexandria will have its own hospitality suite and the Alexandria Valley will cover the cost of each 
brother and spouse to attend the Friday and Saturday night banquets.  The Alexandria Valley does 
not cover the cost of the hotel on Friday and Saturday nights.  However, given the fact that the  
hospitality suite is open for breakfast, lunch and snacks, you will not go hungry.  Please talk to  
Ill. Dave Morris if you plan to attend.  As your Valley Vice President to the Scottish Rite Conference 
of Virginia, I will be glad to tell you about this event and what to expect.         (Continued on Page 5.) 

Venerable Master’s Message 
Allen D. Beckner, KCCH, Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection 



 

 

Venerable Master’s Message 
…………………………………………………………………………………                                            (Continued from Page 4.) 
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Another great event is our annual Valley visit to JMU for the Rite Care Clinic, where we get to see the 
results of our fundraising efforts to provide assistance to those with speech and language disorders.  
We have the opportunity to meet some of the clinicians and students and to observe children as they 
participate in the David Kruger Scottish Rite Summer Speech-Language Program.  There is no cost 
for this event, and JMU provides a delicious lunch for all.  The event culminates in the presentation 
by Sovereign Grand Inspector General James Dean Cole, 33°, of a check to fund the summer  
program.   
 

The Scottish Rite has a joint family picnic with the Kena Shrine in the summer, and this event is open 
to everyone in the family – also at no cost, it’s a great time!  So if you attend all these functions you 
get great value for your membership – plus enjoy great fellowship and have a wonderful time.   
 

My life has been enriched and challenged since becoming a Scottish Rite Mason.  I never thought I 
would be in the cast with a master thespian like Ill. Brother Firestone or be a part of a cast with such 
an elegant ritualist as our late Brother Walter S. Downs, 33°, G. C.   I never imagined that I would be 
going to the Scottish Rite Conference to assist with the hospitality suite with Ill. W. Larry Alexander, 
33°, or that one day I would be the Valley Vice President to the Conference.  Please remember that 
the Scottish Rite may change your life, but you have got to get involved.  A couple of years ago I told 
Brother Tim Shrum, 32°, that “you can’t swim until you get into the pool,” and believe me, Brother 
Shrum has become a champion swimmer.   
 

Another thought for new Masters of the Royal Secret to consider is the Master Craftsman programs.  
They are outstanding and will help you with all the information you may have missed during your  
reunion.  And please speak with Brother Rick Cady about the Scottish Rite Knights of Saint Andrew. 
 

I have had a master motivator behind me since I joined the Lodge of Perfection as the Captain of the 
Host.  Ill. Brother Paul Evancoe, 33°, told me point blank before each stated meeting and reunion, 
“Don’t you embarrass me.”  Being a wise young man, I listened to Brother Evancoe. 
 

We have a great team of leaders for the Alexandria Valley with Greg Valker, KCCH, as Wise Master 
of the Chapter of Rose Croix; Richard Laaken, KCCH, Commander of the Alexandria Council of  
Kadosh; and Hector Mujica, KCCH, Master of Kadosh of the Alexandria Consistory. 
 

To all the officers of the Lodge of Perfection, I thank you for your support and commitment going into 
2017.  It is an honor to serve with you, and I know we will have a great year!   
 

Brethren, please take a dive into the pool and have the time of your life with the Alexandria Scottish 
Rite! 
 

Fraternally, 

, KCCH 

Biography of Allen D. Beckner, KCCH 
Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection 

Brother Allen Beckner was born in Buckhannon, West Virginia.  At age three, Brother Beckner’s  
father accepted a position as Operations Manager and Chef of the cafeteria of Shenandoah College 
and Conservatory of Music (Shenandoah University) in Winchester, VA, and moved the family to  
include Mom and three younger sisters. 
 

Brother Beckner is a proud graduate of John Handley High School, where he lettered in football,  
indoor track, and outdoor track.  He was a member of the National Honor Society, President of the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Vice President of the Octagon Club, member of the Key Club, and 
was also on the Spanish Team.  Brother Beckner surprised his fellow athletes by singing in the high 
school choir for three years!                                                                                    (Continued on Page 6.) 
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Brother Beckner graduated from George Mason University with a BA in English and later completed 
multiple degrees in Advanced Financial Planning from the American College.  Possessing more than 
29 years in the banking, insurance, and securities business, Brother Beckner is a Board-certified  
Financial Planner, a licensed Insurance Agent, a Registered General Securities Principal, a  
Registered Investment Advisor, and a Registered Employee Benefits Consultant.  He currently holds 
FINRA licenses 6, 7, 63, 65, 24 as well as life, health, variable life and variable annuity licenses in 
VA, MD, D.C., and TX. 
 

Brother Beckner is dedicated to the Masonic family.  He was raised to the sublime degree of Master 
Mason in December 2007 in Elmer Timberman Lodge No. 54, Annandale, VA, under the  
watchful eye of Worshipful Jason W. Lotz, KCCH.  In August 2008, Brother Beckner became a Royal 
Arch Mason at Annandale No. 77.  In November 2008, he became a Kena Shriner and later a  
member of the Hillbilly Unit and the Yacht Club.  In August 2010, he received the Orders of the  
Temple at Arlington Commandery #29.  He also served on the Finance Committee of the Grand 
Commandery of Knights Templar of Virginia.   
 

Brother Beckner was a member of the Spring 2008 Reunion Class and has been very active in  
service to the Alexandria Valley.  Encouraged by Illustrious Brother Roger Firestone, 33

o
, Brother 

Beckner has been in a number of degree casts to include the 5
th
, 9/10

th
, 15

th
, 18

th
, 21

st
, 28

th
, 29

th
, 31

st
, 

and 32
nd

 degrees. 
 

Brother Beckner was asked to serve in the Lodge of Perfection at the request of both Ill. Michael  
Riley, 33°, and Ill. James Loudermilk, 33°, in 2010 and has progressed each year and now serves at 
the 2017 Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection.  
 

During the past 8 years, Brother Beckner has served on the Finance Committee and was the  
Chairman of the Philanthropic Committee.  He resigned these two appointments to take over the role 
of Financial Advisor to the Alexandria Valley. 
 
In addition to degree and committee work, Brother Beckner and his Lady Linda provided assistance 
to our Valley Vice President to the Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia, Ill. William Larry Alexander, 
33°, from 2010-2015.  Brother Beckner was then appointed as the new Valley Vice President to the 
Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia for 2016 through 2024. 
 

Brother Beckner was proud to have been selected as the Alexandria Valley’s Scottish Rite Fellow  
for 2012.  This great honor, along with the completion of three Master Craftsman programs, have  
cemented his dedication to the Alexandria Valley. 
 

Outside of Masonry, Brother Beckner was a member of the Bailey’s Crossroads Rotary Club from 
2007-2013.  His community service included handing out dictionaries to local school children and 
providing toys to local organizations for further distribution.  He completed his rotary service in 2013 
as the club’s Vice President. 
 

Brother Beckner and Lady Linda have been members of McLean Bible Church since 1999. 
 

As a Certified Financial Planner™, Brother Beckner operates his own financial planning practice in 
Annandale, VA.   
 

Recently, Brother Beckner and Lady Linda placed their Arlington home up for sale and moved to their 
home in Basye, VA, atop the beautiful Bryce Mountain.   They have two adult children, Mrs. Katherine 
Lyons (currently working as an Associate for Lafayette Group) and son Michael (currently working as 
an Engineer for Booz Allen Hamilton). 

Biography of Allen D. Beckner, KCCH 
                                                                                                                                                        (Continued from Page 5.) 



 

 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Scholarships 
Harold A. Chadsey, KCCH 

Brethren, it is time to suggest that your young son, daughter, niece, nephew, 
grandson, granddaughter, start applying for college scholarship money.  College  
is expensive and getting more so every year.  It is not just the tuition costs.  The 
room and board, books, and other college costs also are increasing.  I would like 
to encourage you to have your young family members and other Masonic youth 
think about applying for one of the Alexandria Valley Scottish Rite’s two  
scholarship programs available to undergraduate students.   
 

The first is the Glass Scholarship program which awards up to ten $1,000 scholarships.  The  
applicants for this scholarship must be either a member of one of our Masonic Youth Organizations 
(i.e., DeMolay, Jobs Daughters, or Rainbow) or must be related to a current or former member of our 
Valley.  The link to the application can be found on the Alexandria Scottish Rite Home page  
(http://alexandriascottishrite.org) and must be completed and returned to the Alexandria Scottish Rite 
before 31 March for consideration.   
 

The second scholarship is the Bayless Scholarship that awards up to another ten $1,000  
scholarships.  The applicants for this scholarship are taken from those who have completed and  
applied to the Virginia Grand Lodge for their scholarship program.  The application for the Virginia 
Grand Lodge Scholarship is available through their web site (http://grandlodgeofvirginia.org) under 
the charity menu tab at the top of the page.  The application to the Virginia Grand Lodge Scholarship 
is due by 1 March. 
 

In addition to these scholarships, the Alexandria Scottish Rite also awards a $5,000 Glass Fellowship 
to a graduate student in the Philosophy Department at George Mason University.  The student  
receiving this scholarship is required to submit a paper on a Masonic topic for use in our Valley’s  
bulletin.  Further application details are available from the Alexandria Scottish Rite Secretary. 
 

I have had several Brethren step forward to volunteer to evaluate and assist in awarding these  
scholarships.  However, there is room for a few more.  Please contact me through the Valley  
Secretary if you are interested and do not have a conflict of interest (your relative applying for one of 
the scholarships). 
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Spring Reunion—A One-Day Conferral 
Illustrious Paul R. Evancoe, 33º       

Our Spring Reunion will take place on Saturday, April 29.  That’s right, our Spring Reunion will be a 
one-day Reunion!  What does this rare opportunity mean for recruiting new members?  It means you 
can tell all your prospective Scottish Rite Brother Masons that they only need to obligate one  
Saturday, instead of two Saturdays, to join the Alexandria Scottish Rite at this Spring Reunion. 
 

Membership is the lifeblood of any volunteer organization, and Alexandria Scottish Rite is no  
exception.  We continue to lose more members to the Celestial Lodge annually than our Reunions 
are replacing.  We understand today’s culture has many conflicting demands on our free time.  We 
understand that today’s demands are different than those we experienced 10-20 years ago.  This is a 
great opportunity for those Masons who have always wanted to become 32

nd
 degree Scottish Rite 

Masons but couldn’t obligate two consecutive Saturdays.  Please tell them we heard their privation 
and, after lengthy Executive Council discussion, holding a one -day reunion is our solution. 
 

We have historically enjoyed a large class when we offered a one-day Reunion, and that is exactly 
what we want to see again.  Please pull out all the stops, canvas every Mason you encounter or 
know, and bring us their petitions for membership.  Our goal is a class of 50 or more.  With  
everyone’s help we can accomplish this. 
 

And, in connection with our Reunions, we want to express our thanks and appreciation to Mrs. Diane 
Fadley who, in the name of her late Husband, our dear Illustrious Brother Harry A. Fadley, has been 
providing the Valley with delicious apples for our Reunion lunches.   

http://alexandriascottishrite.org
http://grandlodgeofvirginia.org
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But now the math starts to get hard to put into "ordinary language."  Although the proof does not  
require any math beyond arithmetic, most laymen are not accustomed to such methods.   
 

Cantor demonstrated even more, though.  He showed that there are infinitely many sizes of infinities, 
and that is definitely more advanced than we need to go here.  The point is that infinity is not a simple 
concept, and from that, it follows that neither is eternity, nor is eternal life. 
 

Is it even appropriate to apply the concept of infinity to time?  Or rather, is time something that even 
exists beyond this life?  The famous physicist, Stephen Hawking, was once asked what happened 
before the Big Bang, in which the universe was created.  "Nothing," he said.  "That's like asking  
what is ten miles north of the North Pole."  (This is where the nature part of the Rose Croix Degree 
word comes up.)  The Big Bang is when both space and time were created, according to modern  
cosmology.  And most cosmologists also do not see the universe having an indefinite existence, at 
least not in the state we see it now, with stars and galaxies.  The future evolution of the universe is a 
hotly debated topic of current physics; while the Big Bang is well established enough to term it a  
theory, no one knows if the universe leads to a Big Crunch, a Big Chill, a Big Rip, or a Big Bounce – 
or something we haven't imagined yet.  In some of these hypotheses, time essentially stops--or even 
runs backwards.   
 

Some ideas of the afterlife, like reincarnation, depend on the existence of this earth, at least so long 
as one has not broken out of that cycle to Nirvana.  Other notions of the hereafter don't presuppose it 
is so much “here.”  If life beyond the grave is not part of this universe, then perhaps time 
as we think of it does not exist there at all.  What that kind of afterlife might be like is not 
easy to comprehend.   
 

Considering how few of us can sit through a three-hour movie without getting up for 
snacks, eternity is a long time.  Like math or cosmology, it may not be something most  
of us can easily wrap our minds around.  Perhaps that is why it is said that "the peace  
of God passeth all understanding." 

The Alexandria Knights of Saint Andrew inaugural participation at the 46th Annual Alexandria  
Scottish Christmas Walk Parade sponsored by the Campanga Center held on Saturday,  
03 Dec 2016. Over 50 organizations participated. Chief Rick Cady, Sir Jason Himsey, Sir Glenn 
Amodeo, Sir Frank Anthony and Sir John Aakesson, KCCH, along with family and friends walked in 
the parade, and passed out candy to the children. There was an estimated 20,000 spectators. 

Eternity and Infinity 

                                                                                                                                                                (Continued from Page 3.) 

Knights of Saint Andrew 
   Frank Anthony, 32º 



 

 

Annual Awards Dinner and Installation of Officers – January 13, 2017 

We hope you and your lady will attend our Awards Dinner on Friday, January 13, 2017, at 
6:00 p.m.  After dinner we will have our installation of officers for 2017, and then a ladies 
program while the Brethren have a very brief meeting. 
 

In addition, to recognizing the Heads of the four Alexandria Bodies for their outstanding 
work in 2016, the Executive Council selected the following awardees. 
 

To receive the Certificate of Merit for longer term service to the Valley: 
 

Ill. Douglas L. Jordan, the retiring Dean of our Degree Masters for his  
exemplary service as the Degree Master of the 4th Degree for nearly a quarter of a  
Century.  This is the first degree at each Reunion and leaves the class thirsting for more.   
 

Ill. Loyd E. Davis for his outstanding series of programs – the Rest of the Story – detailing 
the symbolism and philosophy of our Scottish Rite Degrees.  This has become a favorite part 
of our Valley meetings. 

 

Ill. David H. Smith, Sr., for his exceptional work as Editor of the Alexandria Scottish Rite 
Bulletin which has evolved into a publication widely appreciated across the Orient and beyond. 

 
To receive the Certificate of Appreciation for notable work in 2016:   

 
For their work on our very successful 2016 Friends and Family Dinner 

 Timmy E. Shrum and his wife Karen, who led the effort. 
 Howard Sobel, KCCH, who was hugely helpful to the event in a wide variety of ways. 
 Ill. Matthew T. Szramoski for the terrific job he did as our auctioneer. 
 And Ill. Paul R. Evancoe who spotlighted the various auction items. 

 

 Pete S. Jensen, KCCH, for his leadership of our prompting team – a role which is  
getting more complex and robust as we mature our degrees. 

 

 J. Patrick Weyant, Jr., KCCH, for his work on our Valley budget. 
 

 Harold A. Chadsey, KCCH, for his work as both the Chair of our Scholarship  
committee and head of our sound operation. 

 

 Peter E. Terrill, KCCH, for his leadership of our VMAP program. 
 

 Jason M. Himsey and Frank T. Anthony, members of our KSA for their support of the 
House of the Temple “Celebrate the Craft” event. 

 

 A special group award for the Alexandria Valley KSA for all that this group has done this 
past year to support the Valley at our meetings, Reunions, and other events. 

 

 Darryl H. Evans, KCCH, Secretary of the Blue Ride Scottish Rite Club, and  
Charles R. Mcllwee, Secretary of the Shenandoah Scottish Rite Club for their  
exemplary service to each of these Clubs. 

 
         (Awards Continued on Page 10.) 
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Annual Awards Dinner and Installation of Officers – January 13, 2017 
                                                                                                 (Continued from Page 9.) 

For the first time we also are giving the Certificate of Appreciation award for ritual excellence and  
reunion support.  The inaugural awardees are: 
 

 Alfred C. Tecson, who plays Constans in the 28
th
 degree, for sustained ritual excellence 

in this key part for the past several years. 
 

 Ill. Earl R. Jones, Director of Reunion Operations, for Reunion support.  Since 2007, 
Brother Jones has overseen the stage, sound, projection, wardrobe, and makeup and 
made it all come together in marvelous fashion. 

 

 The cast of the 29
th

 Degree Scottish Knight of Saint Andrew, voted best degree by the 
Reunion Class. 

 

In addition, this year we are honoring an Alexandria Hospital Emergency Room nurse with our  
Community Service Award. 

Sunday April 2, 2017 seems far away, but right now is the time to work toward making the Alexandria 
Valley’s primary charity event a success.   
 

Here is what you can do to help.   

 Become a sponsor.  At the Silver level - $250, you get your name listed on our website; at the 
Gold level - $500, you also get your name listed in the program and projected on screen at the 
dinner; and at the Platinum level - $1,000, you also get your name on a banner hung at the 
dinner.  In all cases, your contribution is fully tax deductible.   

 Buy a table for eight - $640.  This covers the cost of the meals and $320 of this is tax  
deductible.  Invite friends and neighbors to join us so they can see what Scottish Rite is all 
about and come home with some great items from our silent and regular auction. 

 Purchase a ticket to the dinner for you and your lady or friend.  Individual tickets are $85 of 
which $40 is tax deductible.   

 Donate an item for the auction, also tax deductible based on the fair market value of the item. 

 Get one of the stores or businesses you patronize to give us a sponsorship or to donate an 
item from their store, a certificate to their restaurant, or a service (for example, a haircut or 
beauty treatment).  Their contribution is tax deductible, and they get good publicity for helping 
a wonderful charity. 

 

Our 2016 dinner and auction was a great success, and we thank all the sponsors and attendees for 
making it an incredible evening to remember.  Let’s not forget Andrew Jackson Lodge #120, which 
purchased three tables!  We hope to do even better this year in our efforts to support the children  
with language disabilities who get help through our RiteCare program and at the JMU summer clinic.  
We also support the House of the Temple Historical Restoration Program. 
 

The dinner will be held at the beautiful Fairview Park Marriott in Falls Church, Virginia.  We begin  
the social hour and silent auction bidding at 3:30 p.m. with the soothing sounds of a harp in the  
background.  At 4:30 p.m., we have a great dinner (choice of beef or chicken entree); bidding on the 
silent auction items ends a 6 p.m. when we start the live auction.  And we conclude by 7 p.m.  There 
will be great food, great fellowship, lots of great items to take home for your own pleasure or to give 
as gifts, and I am sure you will have a wonderful time.   
 

We already have some tables reserved, and some items donated, but we need your assistance.  The 
key is not to put this off, so get your reservation in right now!  And, if you can, please donate to our 
auction, invite your friends, and help us to get 200 attendees at our 2017 event.   
 

For additional information, please visit our website at:  http://alexandriascottishritecharityevent.org/ 

2 April 2017 - Friends and Family Charity Dinner 
Tim Shrum 
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JANUARY 2017 
 
January 1  
New Years Day 
 
January 13 – 6:00 p.m. 
Awards Banquet- 
Pre-Meeting Dinner  
(Reservations by Jan. 10th) 
Installation of Officers for 
all four Bodies – 7:30 p.m. 
(Short) Valley Meeting follows 
(Lodge of Perfection) 
 
January 25 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg 
(Reservations by Jan. 20th) 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2017 
 
February 5 
Super Bowl 
 
February 10 – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
(Council of Kadosh, Rose Croix 
& Lodge of Perfection) 
 
February 14 
Valentine’s Day 
 
February 22  - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Cassia Lodge - Woodstock 
(Reservations by Feb. 17th 
 
 
 
 

 MARCH 2017 
 
March 10 – 6:30 p.m. 
Pre-Meeting Dinner  
(Reservations by Mar. 7th) 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
(Rose Croix & Lodge of Perfection) 
 
March 22  - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg 
(Reservations by Mar. 17th) 
 
March 25 – 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
Scottish Rite Conference of VA 
Spring Workshop 
Richmond, VA 

Update your calendars 
don’t miss these events! 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Secretary’s Southeast Corner 
 Ill. David C. Morris, 33º,  General Secretary of all Four Bodies 

PAYING FOR MEMBERSHIP BY CREDIT CARD 
In order to use the online payment method or to use a Credit Card for payment to the Valley,  
YOU NEED to have an E-mail address on file. 
 
SPECIAL PROGRAM - Brothers SUSPENDED for over 2 years  
Do you know a brother who has been suspended for non-payment of membership? This program  
allows a Brother to return to good standing, by sending in a request for reinstatement along with his current years 
membership cost, which is currently $120.00. No vote will be required...But YOU need to let the suspended Brother 
know, as he is not receiving this Bulletin. 
 
ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET & INSTALLATION 
We will have our Awards Dinner & All Officers will be installed on January 13, 2017. 
All Reservations for the Dinner need to made, by January 10

th
.  

 
YEARLY MEAL PLAN for 2017 
The yearly meals payment will be $55.00 for 2017. This is for 6 meals, including the Feast of Tishri. Please make  
payment to the Alexandria Scottish Rite. 
 
SHENANDOAH SCOTTISH RITE CLUB  —   The Shenandoah Scottish Rite Club meets the fourth Wednesday of 

each month.  The next meeting of the Club will be on January 25 at 6:30 p.m. for dinner and have a short meeting and 

program afterwards.  All Masons and their wives are invited. 

 
Information on the Newly formed LOUDOUN SCOTTISH RITE CLUB 
Coming soon.  

Check your wallets for this 2017 

membership card.  Supreme Council 

Statues require a current year card to 

attend meetings.   
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THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED 
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our 
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere 
our ultimate goal.  
 

ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander  

 
ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°  
Lieutenant Grand Commander  and  

SGIG in the Orient of Virginia 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°  
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria  

 
ILLUSTRIOUS ROY M. HEASTER, 33° 

Treasurer Emeritus 
 

STATED MEETINGS 
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection 

Second Friday of each month  
ALLEN D. BECKNER, KCCH  

Venerable Master 
 

Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix 
Second Friday  

February, March, July, November  
GREGORY M. VALKER, KCCH  

Wise Master  
 

Alexandria Council of Kadosh 
Second Friday  

February, April, July, November  
B. RICHARD LAAKEN, KCCH  

Commander  
 

Alexandria Consistory 
Second Friday  

April, August, October, December  
HECTOR N. MUJICA, KCCH 

Master of Kadosh  

SCOTTISH RITE BULLETIN  
Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia  

 

Illustrious David H. Smith, Sr., 33°, Editor  
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org  

 
Jason W. Lotz, KCCH, Content Coordinator 

 
All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear 
in this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,  

unless otherwise indicated.  
 

Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:  
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°  

 
Assistant Secretary:  

Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°  
 

Treasurer:  
Illustrious Oral (Neil) McNeil Marple II, 33° 

 
The mailing address is:  

P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313  
Office Phone: (703) 998-9044  
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804  

 
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at  

1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.  
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change 
of address, phone number, or email address. This is 
very important so that you may receive The Scottish 
Rite Journal and other publications and correspond-
ence without delay.  


