
 

 

May — June 2016 

Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia 
AlexandriaScottishRite.org 

Personal Representative’s Message 
Edmund Cohen, 33° - Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria 

What are you expecting to get out of Freemasonry & the Scottish Rite 
 

We all joined Freemasonry thinking that this was the organization for us.  It promised 
to make us better men, it offered life-long learning through an exposure to Masonic 
philosophy, history, and jurisprudence, which in combination constitutes a course in 
moral philosophy that would have a real impact on our lives.   
 

We eagerly went through the degrees and, having achieved the third degree and  
having gotten a membership card from the Grand Lodge, we supposed that at last we 
were Master Masons.  But then, some of us failed to make meaningful connections 

with the members of our Lodge and felt neglected.  Happily others of us began to enjoy the fellowship 
and camaraderie of our Lodge Brethren.  We dipped our toes further into the ritual, learning a part or 
two, and perhaps even taking on some of the administrative burden of the Lodge.  Even so, when we 
looked around and did some reflection, many of us felt that there must be more to the title “Master 
Mason” than we had thus far experienced.   
 

We sought further light by exposure to those so called higher degrees, and we ended up with  
additional membership cards from any number of appendant bodies, but many of us still didn’t feel 
content that we had gotten all that we had hoped would be available to us in Freemasonry.  And we 
were right!  To be sure, we had gained certain experiences, and had been exposed to certain lessons 
presented through allegory and symbol, but this simply gave us tools that might assist us in our  
Masonic education.  We discovered that some additional serious effort was required on our part  
because, until our status as a Freemason actually began to affect how we lived our lives and we 
started to change our conduct to act in accordance with Masonic principles, we were just treading  
water and not taking that next step in the process of becoming a Master Mason.   
 

At an organizational level many of our Masonic leaders, concerned about this issue have focused on 
the need to practice what might be called Masonic decorum or Masonic courtesy.  They advise us to 
stay grounded and not get wrapped up in the wrong end of Freemasonry, the accolades, the titles, or 
the offices we hold.  What is more important is to stick to Masonic principles, which at its core must 
include treating people – all people – with respect, doing the right thing, acting honorably and with  
integrity, and reaching out to help others where and when we can.  This comes close to capturing the 
Masonic way of life.   
 

One Grand Master has instructed his officers at the Grand Lodge and Blue Lodge levels  
to make everyone they come into contact with feel welcomed, wanted, and needed.   
Obvious.  But how often do we say hello – or shake someone’s hand without even looking 
them in the eye.  We ask how they are doing, as we move along, making it clear to the 
person with whom we are speaking that this phrase is a salutation rather than a serious 
question or a real expression of interest.  This is not making someone feel welcomed.  How often do 
we sit with our friends in Lodge or in the dining hall ignoring a Brother sitting alone rather than sitting 
next to him, and not asking him to join us, or including him in our conversation?   
           (Continued on Page 2.) 



 

 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  May—Jun 2016  Page 2 

Personal Representative’s Message 
                                                                                                                                          (Continued from Page 1.) 

This is not making someone feel wanted.  And how often do we complain about the lack of help in a 
Lodge, although we never have called or reached out to a new member – or in fact to a long-term 
member – to ask for his opinion or his help.  This is not making someone feel needed.   
 

Attending to all of this is important because two of the important values in Freemasonry are  
friendship and fellowship.  But there is even more to Freemasonry than this – it is a progressive  
program of moral education which is supposed to improve our character and our lives.  Yet some of 
us have found that the gap between theory and practice has loomed large.  We found that some of 
our Brethren did not always live up to our expectations; worse yet, we found examples in our own 
conduct where we had not lived up to these expectations.  This is not surprising.  Changing behavior 
is neither quick nor easy, and it often appears that our bad habits have more staying power than our 
good intentions.  We want to be accepted, and over the years we develop a persona that we think 
will make us popular.  Sometimes in the guise of being humorous and fun-loving, we end up saying 
things that are unkind or even cruel.  And today this can be even more damaging because, having 
become so used to immediately sharing our views on social media, we may post words and pictures 
without taking the time to reflect on the effect they might have on others or the impression they  
create about ourselves.   
 

We need to realize that those we meet rarely know what is in our heart or what we  
really think.  We are known through our words, and judged by our actions.  As Masons  
we are taught to set a guard at the entrance of our thoughts, to place a watch at the door 
of our lips, and to post a sentinel at the avenue of our actions, thereby excluding every  
unqualified and unworthy thought, word and deed, and preserving consciences void of offense  
towards God and towards man.  Thus, it is that Freemasonry stresses courtesy and civility, and our 
Lodges, through the example offered by its officers and through the mentoring provided to new  
Masons, instruct us to avoid intemperate speech and teach us to show respect for our fellow men, 
most especially to our Masonic Brethren.    
 

Even if we attend to the issues of Masonic decorum and Masonic courtesy and are more careful  
and circumspect in our own behavior, the question still remains, how much are we getting out of 
Freemasonry and how well is the Lodge and the Scottish Rite meeting our expectations.  There is a 
lot we can do to plumb the depths of Freemasonry through the enormous library of material available 
in print and now on the Internet, and there is more that we in the Scottish Rite can do to help you.   
 

We are attempting to improve your experience in the Alexandria Scottish Rite in the context of our 
new strategic planning effort and by further improving our Educational programs.  In my next  
message, I will talk more about some of the things that we are considering in both of these contexts, 
but you can become actively involved in these efforts.  I suggest you contact Peter Terrill, our  
Strategic Planning Chair and also share your ideas with Ill. Loyd Davis, the Chair of our Education 
and Americanism Committee.  
 

Sincerely and Fraternally,  
 

Ed Cohen 
Ladies Appreciation and  

Widows Recognition Dinner 

May 13, 2016 
 

Annual Outstanding Teacher  

Awards Program 

June 9, 2016 

(See article on Page 6.) 

Plan Ahead 
 

Annual Visit to James Madison University and  
the David Kruger Summer Clinic 

 
July 12, 2016 
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A Reflection on the Four Cardinal Virtues 
Brother Brian Walaszczyk, 32° 

As Freemasons, we put our faith in God, hope for immortality, and strive to be charitable towards all 
mankind.  We actively forge the virtues of our institution into our daily activities, attempt to hammer 
out the vices and superfluities of our lives, and develop our character through self-reflection and  
Masonic labor.  Despite these efforts, we remain imperfect creatures and make mistakes throughout 
the course of our lives.  Understanding the inevitable imperfections of man helps a Mason  
understand the importance of forgiveness, and reminds us to whisper good council into our Brother’s 
ear; but more importantly, it encourages us to improve our own moral character.  One way we do this 
is by utilizing the tools and lessons of our Craft to smooth out the rough ashlars of our lives, slowly 
shaping the imperfections of our character into stones worthy of building our own spiritual temple.   
 

When I was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason, I asked myself 
“Where and how do I begin to improve myself in Masonry?”  I began to  
reflect upon the vital lessons of the four cardinal virtues – temperance,  
fortitude, prudence, and justice.  I dwell on these virtues, which we were 
taught as Entered Apprentices, because sometimes in the desire for more 
light in Masonry we may seek to advance in the Craft too quickly.  We may 
not take sufficient time to contemplate these initial Masonic lessons,  
perhaps considering them too basic or timeworn to require much reflection.  
This would be a mistake, for the four cardinal virtues help us to build a solid foundation upon which 
we can continue to improve ourselves in Masonry.   
 

As we progressed from infancy to youth and then young adulthood, and became socialized, we  
slowly began to chip off the rough edges of our imperfections.  Before being initiated, we were  
judged to be worthy and well qualified, of good report, and well recommended.  We were welcomed 
into Freemasonry because it was judged that we already possessed good moral character.   
Incorporating Masonry’s cardinal virtues into our daily lives helps us to continue to improve ourselves 
and develop into better husbands, fathers, Brothers, and neighbors.  Ultimately, we hope to become 
role models for those around us.   
 

Some have questioned if all of this striving to become a better person really makes a difference?   
In the book "Esoterika" The Symbolism of the Blue Degrees of Freemasonry, Albert Pike stated the 
square was an instrument that can be applied to level surfaces and rectilinear angles only.  He stated 
that anciently, the earth was supposed to be a level and so the square was a fit symbol of the earth 
and all that material in nature and man.  Pike noted “the compasses can describe circles, and is used 
in spherical trigonometry where the square cannot be used.”  This made the compasses a fit symbol 
of the sky and the heavens and, thus, all that is heavenly and spiritual.  
 

Pike explained that a candidate prepared to be initiated represents man in the state of ignorance  
and barbarism.  At this point he is ruled by his animal passions; his moral sense and reason are only 
partially developed, and certainly not in control of his actions.   When the candidate is brought to light, 
his attention is directed to the compasses and square on the altar.  The two points of the compasses 
symbolize his moral sense and reason, while the two arms of the square represent his essential  
appetites and animal passions.  In the Entered Apprentice degree he begins to get light, but the 
square is dominant.  
 

The moral imperfection of the Entered Apprentice is further referenced in Albert Mackey’s  
Encyclopedia of Freemasonry.  Mackey alluded to the manner in which Entered Apprentices wear 
their aprons.  He explained “Apprentices at the Temple were said to wear their aprons in the peculiar 
manner characteristic of that class that they might preserve their garments from being defiled by  
untempered mortar.  This is mortar which has not been properly mixed for use, and it thus became a 
symbol of passions and appetites not duly restrained.  
                                                                                                                                                            (Continued on Page 4.) 
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Hence the Speculative Apprentice was made to wear his apron in that peculiar manner to teach him 
that he should not allow his soul to be defiled by the untempered mortar of unruly passions.”  This  
allusion further evidenced the importance of tempering the animal instincts of Entered Apprentices, 
symbolical of our days of youth and of the beginning of our Masonic progress. 
 

Pike explains that when an Apprentice becomes a Fellowcraft, the compasses allude to his  
beginning to subdue his animalistic vices by means of reason and action.  He begins to circumscribe 
his passions and keep his desires within due bounds by actively utilizing the cardinal virtues of  
temperance, fortitude, prudence, and justice.  Then, when the Fellowcraft is raised to a Master  
Mason, the compasses rather than the square is dominant, alluding to his attaining that condition in 
which the moral, intellectual, and spiritual forces of his nature have become superior to its material 
and animal forces and energies.  As a Master Mason his moral sense and reason is supposed to 
have habitual mastery over his appetites and passions.  The divine spark within him helps him to rise 
above his earthly and material desires and to transcend towards a point where he has mastered the 
four cardinal virtues and has obtained the power to achieve a perfect balance and harmony in his  
actions. 
 

The cardinal virtues may also be applied to the symbolism of the seven-rung version of Jacob’s  
ladder enabling man to evolve beyond his animal nature.  By applying the virtues, a man begins to 
climb the ladder toward the heavens above.  Slowly climbing, man begins to move upward, perfecting 
his points of entry into the universal Lodge in the starry decked heaven above.  These cardinal virtues 
in conjunction with faith, hope, and charity enable us to complete our assent towards our goal of  
becoming better men, conscious of the immortal influence of our charitable actions towards all  
mankind, and becoming worthy of that Celestial Lodge above. 
 

But whence came our cardinal virtues?  It may or may not be a surprise to learn these four cardinal 
virtues are neither unique nor solely that of our institution.  Upon researching these cardinal virtues, I 
quickly learned that temperance, fortitude, prudence, and justice have been the moral virtues of many 
religions and philosophies throughout time.  This makes complete sense as these virtues are as  
universal and timeless as charity and love. 
 

Temperance, fortitude, prudence, and justice have been applied as virtues by Greek and Roman 
thinkers, Christian and Islamic theology, and Vedic and Buddhist literature.  Brother Professor  
Dr. U. Gauthamadas of the Lodge Prudentia No. 369 under the Grand Lodge of India wrote a  
research paper titled “An Exploration of Moral Virtues as Applicable to Freemasonry” that further  
explores this topic in depth, which I recommend for those who wish to learn more about the historic 
application of these virtues.   
 

The Catholic Church’s virtues are temperance, fortitude, prudence, justice, hope, faith, and charity.  
The catechism of the Catholic Church notes: “The moral virtues are acquired by human effort. They 
are the fruit and seed of morally good acts; they dispose all the powers of the human being for  
communion with divine love.”  The Book of Wisdom, Chapter 8 notes if anyone loves righteousness, 
her [wisdom] labors are virtues; for she [wisdom] teaches self-control and prudence, justice, and 
courage.”  Chapter 13 continues “… because of her [wisdom] I shall have immortality, and leave an 
everlasting remembrance to those who come after me.”  Many of the world’s religious teachings are 
based on these fundamental virtues and the golden rule of love.  This shows morality is universal, 
and it is the application of these tenants, not the method of how they are taught, which is of most  
importance. 
                                                                                                                                                                      (Continued on Page 7.) 
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2016 Friends and Family Charity Dinner and Auction 
Tim Shrum, 32°, Event Chairman 

As a result of the hard work of the members of my committee, the efforts of those who donated such 
wonderful auction items, the generosity of our event and table sponsors, and the enthusiasm of those 
who participated in the charity auction, the Alexandria Valley’s charity dinner and auction on Sunday, 
3 April, was a great success.  After meeting our expenses, we raised more than eighteen thousand 
dollars for our Rite Care charity and for the House of the Temple Restoration Fund.   
 

Our ability to run the event and do it so smoothly relies on the outstanding support of so many of the 
Brethren and their wives.  At the risk of failing to recognize someone, let me thank Ill. Paul Evancoe, 
who was our Master of Ceremonies; Ill. Matt Szramoski, who was our auctioneer; Howard Sobel, 
KCCH, and Jeannette Rood, who ran special drawings and did so much more; Allen Beckner, KCCH 
and Linda, Brother Tim Goolsby, and Pete Jensen, KCCH, who ran the registration and checkout  
table, and Ill. Dave Morris who kept track of our payments and reservations.  I would like to recognize 
how much my wife Karen helped me throughout the effort and note that she also made favors for the 
table and assisted with the registration packets.  In addition, major assistance was provided by  
Ill. Larry Alexander and Junelea, Bro. Adam Duncan, Ill. Ed Cohen, Ill. Norm Hoff, Dick Laaken, 
KCCH, Hector Mujica, KCCH, Jay Patterson, KCCH, Ricard Saunders, KCCH, Ill. Dave Smith,  
Bro. Michael Taldo, Isabell Teljero,  John Tillery, KCCH, Greg Valker, KCCH, and Pat Weyant, 
KCCH, and Becky.   
 

Beyond the good feeling that comes with helping children with language disabilities and supporting 
our iconic Masonic headquarters, we had a wonderful time at the beautiful ballroom in the Fairview 
Park Marriot facility in Falls Church.  The fellowship was great, the music enjoyable, and the meal  
delicious.  In short, the teamwork and dedication which undergirded this effort was superb, and I was 
proud to be a part of such an important and worthwhile event.  I have volunteered to work hard to 
make next year’s dinner and auction even better.  I have some ideas, but would love to hear your 
suggestions to make a great event even better.  If you were at the 2016 dinner, I am sure you will 
want to come to the 2017 dinner, and if you missed this year’s dinner, I hope you will plan to attend 
next year.   
 

Sincerely,  

Tim 

Tim Shrum 

Greeting  

the  

attendees.   

All pictures taken  by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33° 

More pictures on Page 11.   
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Commander’s Message –  
Richard E. Saunders, KCCH, Commander, Alexandria Council of Kadosh 

Brethren: 
 

As you no doubt have already noticed, our Valley calendar is filling up with some very important and 
worthwhile events.  Among these, I would like to bring your attention to two that will occur at our May 
and June stated meetings. 
 

May is the feast day of the Consistory, and the theme for our Feast Day event is our  
annual Ladies Appreciation and Widows Recognition Dinner on Friday, May 13, 2016, at 
6:00 p.m.  This is a wonderful opportunity to show our ladies how much we appreciate all 
they do for us, and to give us the chance to spend some time with them at a dinner in 
their honor.  But this celebration also honors the widows of our departed brethren.  It 
would be great if you could help us by personally contacting one of our widows to invite 
them to attend, and perhaps offer to provide them with transportation to and from the dinner.   
Brethren, think of how good it makes us feel to know that once we lay down our working tools our 
Brethren will take time to look after our wives.  Let this, therefore, be an opportunity for us to do the 
same for our departed Brethren, as we honor their widows on this night as a small part of fulfilling our 
obligation to them. 
 

Then at our dinner on Friday, June 10, 2016, we will have our annual Outstanding Teacher Award 
Program where we recognize the hard work and dedication of selected area teachers. Please come 
out and join us on this night to help show these teachers, their families and co-workers, just how 
much we value what they are doing, and the vital role they play in the lives of our children.  It is a two
-way experience.  At the same time we are honoring these teachers, they are inspiring us with their 
well thought out remarks about how they educate their students and deal with the myriad of  
challenges and opportunities they face in their schools.   
 

Please mark your calendars for both of these outstanding events and contact our Valley Secretary, 
Ill. Dave Morris, at 703-998-9044 to make reservations to attend.  I look forward to 
seeing you there. 
 

Yours in Faith 
Rick 

Brother Richard ‘Rick’ Saunders was born in West Virginia and raised in  
Woodbridge, VA.  He attended Liberty University, Southern Baptist Seminary  
Extension, and Andersonville Theological Seminary.  He works full-time for the Inova Health System 
and serves in two area churches: The First Baptist Church of Woodbridge as Director of Pastoral 
Counseling, and the Freedom Biker Fellowship as Senior Pastor.   
 

Brother Saunders was raised in Dale City Lodge No. 319 in 2004.  He is Past Master of Dale City 
Lodge No. 319 and the George Washington Lodge of Research No. 1732.  He was District Deputy 
Grand Master of Masonic District 1B, Past High Priest of Manassas Royal Arch Chapter No. 81, and 
Past Commander of Old Dominion Commandery No. 11.  He is currently the High Priest of Mount 
Vernon Royal Arch Chapter No. 14 and Chaplain for Kena Shrine.   
 

He joined the Alexandria Scottish Rite in 2008 and was invested with the rank and decoration of 
Knight Commander Court of Honor in 2013.  He is an honorary member of the Rappahannock Clan 
of the Richmond Valley Knights of Saint Andrew. 
 

Brother Saunders and his wife, Teresa, have two adult sons and one grandson. He enjoys  
motorcycling and performing as a magician and clown. 

Biography of Richard E. Saunders, KCCH  
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The teachings of the great religions, and the teachings of Freemasonry come together in stressing 
the value of practicing self-control and charity.  As Masons we have a plethora of symbols teaching 
morality.  Incorporating the four cardinal virtues into our daily life will help us become better men.  It 
will provide a key to living in harmony with our environment and our fellows.  And as a consequence, 
we will act in such a way as to improve our communities and ourselves, and become more worthy of 
that house not made with hands. 
_____________________ 
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A Reflection on the Four Cardinal Virtues                (Continued from Page 4.) 

Celebrating the Craft May 21, 2016, from 6:00 p.m. to Midnight 

Join us for the 5th-annual Celebrating the Craft (CTC), when once 
again the George Washington Banquet Hall at the House of the Temple 
will be converted into a television studio to serve as ground zero for this  
Masonic extravaganza.  During the evening, viewers will learn more 
about the Scottish Rite and the importance of the House of the Temple, 
its artifacts, museum, and library.  Last year we featured musical  
artists, stage performers, Masonic scholars like Ill. Brothers. Arturo  

de Hoyos, 33°, GC, and Brent Morris, 33°, GC, and many  
others who educated and entertained throughout the event.  We will be 
building upon our previous successes to make CTC 2016 our most exciting event yet.  There will be 
music, comedy, celebrities, never-before-seen video content from the House of the Temple and  
Valleys across the country, and so much more in the webcast. 
 

You can watch the show, on the Internet at https://scottishrite.org/ anytime between 6 p.m. and  
Midnight on Saturday, May 21, or you can come to the House of the Temple (1733 Sixteenth Street 
NW, Washington, D.C.) and be part of the in-studio audience or volunteer for the phone bank. 
 

In addition to the entertainment and Masonic education we provide, our purpose is to raise money  
to be split between the Rebuilding the Temple Campaign and Orient charities.  New for 2016 will be  
a major emphasis on RiteCare.  Ill. Jim Cole, SGIG in Virginia, has agreed that if we raise enough  
to cover the per capita that each Valley gives annually to the Scottish Rite Foundation of Virginia  
($7 per member) that the Valleys will not have to send in these funds.  That means the Valley of  
Alexandria could keep more than $7,500 in its coffers for other Valley projects.  You can make a  
donation via phone or online.  No gift is too small or too large, but the key to success for an event like 
this is participation.  We hope we can get 100% participation from our Valley, and will appreciate your 
help whether you can donate $5 or $5,000, or somewhere in-between.   
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Let’s Talk about Education  
Ill. Loyd E. Davis, Chairman, Alexandria Valley Education and Americanism Committee  

It seems to me that some of our newer Brothers may be interested in finding out more about our  
Rite, its history, structure, degrees, and current activities.  And I suspect there are other Brothers 
who, in the past have been too busy to pursue these interests and are now in a position to take up 
that pursuit.  I want to apprise you of some of the education documents available to you from the  
Alexandria Scottish Rite website: www.alexandriascottishrite.org, from books you received when you 
took the degrees at a Reunion, from other books available at the Supreme Council website’s store: 
www.scottishrite.org, and, of course, from a Google search query. 
 

Let’s start with the Alexandria Valley website.  If you look under the publications, all published  
documents tab, you will find a document called “Two Constitutions” which traces the Scottish  
Rite from the Constitutions And Regulations of 1762 through The Grand Constitutions of 1786 to  
the Statutes of the Supreme Council of the Thirty-third Degree of 1859.  This is a good introductory  
article about the documents which define our institution.  If you desire more in-depth information, you 
now know the names of the documents to enter in your Google search for more information.  Next 
you will note a document called “Soldier of the Light.”  This document discusses how you might  
approach obtaining more Masonic Light through books which you received from the Valley at  
your initiatory Reunion.  If you want to find out how the Valley is administered, you might check  
out the “Valley Procedures Manual.”  To learn what is entailed in becoming an officer in one of the 
bodies of the Valley, you want to check out “Alexandria Valley Job Descriptions from Scottish Rite 
Conference.”  You will also find that our Valley Bylaws are posted there.  To keep up to date with  
current activities, you will find a copy of all Valley Bulletins under the publications tab. 
 

I will assume that many of you are interested in learning more about the legends, symbology, regalia, 
and philosophical teaching of the degrees.  You may have heard that I am providing PowerPoint 
presentations of each of the degrees at seven of our meetings each year.  Here’s the deal, they are 
available only at the meeting when presented.  If you’re not there, you don’t get to see it.  It will not 
be posted on the Valley website.  The reason for these restrictions is to encourage you to come to 
our meetings.  If you have not attended in a while, you will find that we have overhauled the content 
and conduct of the meetings.  You will find that we now have a Main Speaker whose topic will be of 
Masonic or current local interest.  He is recruited by one of the Heads of Bodies to bring inspiration 
and enlightenment to our meeting.  Second, we have my educational presentation entitled “The  
Degrees of the Scottish Rite … the rest of the story.”  The remainder of the meeting includes remarks 
by the Personal Representative and conduct of the business of the Lodge.  The meetings start 
promptly at 7:30 p.m. and end promptly at 9:00 p.m..  I heartily recommend that you renew your vow 
to attend our meetings and accelerate your search for Light.  I will be briefing the 19

th
 Degree, Grand 

Pontiff, at the July 8 meeting. 

Here are two of the books you received at your Initia-
tory Reunion.  The “Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor and 
Guide” contains information on the early history of 
Masonry and the Scottish Rite, development of the 
Scottish Rite Rituals, structure of the Scottish Rite, 
general instructions, and the ritual of the 29 Scottish 
Rite Degrees.  “A Bridge to Light” is a summary of 
each of the degrees which sheds additional light on 
its lessons.  

http://www.alexandriascottishrite.org
http://www.scottishrite.org
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You may be wondering how to approach your search for more Light using these books.  Let me  
suggest that you look first at the degrees that were conferred at your Initiatory Reunion.  If you  
don’t remember which degrees are conferred, you need the Program from a recent Reunion.   
Programs from the last Reunion are usually available from the Valley Secretary, Ill Dave Morris 33° 
at 703 998 9044.  Of course, a better approach is to attend the next Reunion, get your own personal 
copy of the Reunion Program, and see the degrees again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The annotations by Ill De Hoyos make that process much easier.  You may not know that Pike  
authored rituals for the three Craft Degrees.  They are presented in Albert Pike’s “Esoterika” which 
has also been edited by Arturo De Hoyos 33° G.C.  These Scottish Rite degrees are practiced in  
at least a couple of places that I know about; in La France Lodge No. 93, under the Grand Lodge of 
the District of Columbia, and by Lodges under the Grand Lodge of Louisiana. 
 

Brethren, I have presented several resources for you to consult to begin or continue your search  
for Light.  I do want you to understand the power of Google when it comes to Masonic research.   
A simple query on Google will send you to many places where relevant information resides.   
I’ve been known to have at least eight tabs open from one Google query and spend an hour down  
a path I hadn’t thought about when I began my search.  Start now.  Enjoy your search for more Light. 

Let’s Talk about Education  
                                                                                                                                                          (Continued from Page 8.) 

These two books are available from the store 
at the Supreme Council website; 
www.scottishrite.org.  The annotated version 
of Morals & Dogma contains elucidating  
comments and additions by Arturo De Hoyos 

33° GC, Grand Archivist.  As you have 
heard, “Morals & Dogma” is difficult to read.  
It is filled with compound complex sentences 
similar to an engineering textbook.  It takes 
several readings of each sentence to fully 
understand the information contained therein. 

Library Committee Article 
John T. Tillery, KCCH 

Dear Brethren: 
 

Libraries have long been the foundation of educated societies.  From Roman 
times to today, libraries have provided knowledge to people to learn and to grow 
intellectually.  They have lifted people out of the darkness and illuminated minds 
for centuries.  As Masons, we search for an understanding of our Creator, and 
have a desire to learn the history of our fraternity.  With the help of the Scottish 
Rite courses, we gain more knowledge about the degrees and the beginnings of Masonry. 
 

As your librarian, I encourage you to come in and use your library.  We have many books that can 
help with your course work questions and essays.  You will find many copies of the same book so 
you are free to check it out and return it when you are finished.         
                                                                                                                          (Continued on Page 10.) 

http://www.scottishrite.org
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We want to continue to grow our library.  If you do not find a book you need, please inform me and I 
will order it for you.  If there are books that you think would be good additions to the library, please let 
me know.  But you also can play a role in adding to our library.  I suggest that you look at the back 
pages of the Scottish Rite Journal.  There are always good books being published that would make 
great additions to our library and we welcome your donations of Masonic books.  
 

John T. Tillery, KCCH 

Library Committee Article                                                            (Continued from Page 9.) 

From the SECRETARY’S SOUTHEAST CORNER 
Ill. David C. Morris, 33° 

ALL CLASS MEMBERS PRIOR TO 2016 
Your rings, patents, caps & cap boxes are in and ready for pickup. 
See the Tiler, Ben Browning or Dave Morris to do so. 
 

SPRING 2016 REUNION CLASS  
We hope to have all your items in by the June 10 meeting. 
 

WHAT DOES MY MEMBERSHIP CARD TELL ME? 
If I’m NOT a Life Member, My card should display a “2016 Sticker”. 
Please communicate with the Secretary’s office to get current. 
 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS for 2017 
Members who pay annually will receive NEW membership cards for 2017 
PLEASE be sure your dues and your address are current. 
If you are a LIFE MEMBER they are permanent and the card will not be replaced. 
 

SPECIAL PROGRAM - members SUSPENDED for over 2 years  
Know a Brother who has been suspended for non-payment of dues? 
Our Sovereign Grand Inspector General, Ill. James D. Cole, 33°, has instituted a program to help. 
This program allows a Brother to return to good standing, by sending in a request for reinstatement 
along with his the current years dues of $120.00.  No vote will be required. But YOU need to let him 
know! 

SCOTTISH RITE CLUBS 
The Alexandria Valley Brethren have supported these clubs by attending their monthly  
dinner/meetings and broadening our friendships.  Our attendance fosters a closer connection and  
participation with the Alexandria Valley and Scottish Rite Brethren residing in at some distance from our 
Temple.  These clubs help to spread interest in the Scottish Rite in distant areas of the Commonwealth.  
We encourage Alexandria area Brethren (and their ladies) to join in on these monthly gatherings. 
 

BLUE RIDGE CLUB MEETINGS.  The club’s next meeting will take place on Monday, May 16, at the 
I-HOP Restaurant in Culpeper at 6:30 p.m.  The June 20 meeting will also be held at the I-HOP  
Restaurant at 6:30 p.m.  Reservations are not required.   
 
SHENANDOAH VALLEY CLUB MEETINGS.  The Club is scheduled to meet on Wednesday, May 25 
at Spurmont Lodge No. 98, Strasburg, starting with dinner at 6:30 p.m. followed by a short meeting.  
The Club will meet on June 22 at Cassica Lodge, Woodstock, with dinner at 6:30 p.m.  
RESERVATIONS are required. 
 

To make reservations or for additional information, contact either:  Ill. David Morris (703-998-9044; 
secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org), or Ill. David Smith (703-866-0345; dhsmith33@gmail.com). 



 

 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  May—Jun 2016   Page 11 

 

Pictures from 2016 Friends and Family Charity Dinner and Auction 
Pictures taken by:  Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33° 

Ill. Matthew Szramoski, 33°, Auctioneer 

More Pictures on Pages 13 and 14 of on-line Bulletin version. 
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All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear in 
this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,  
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Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:  
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°  

Assistant Secretary:  
Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°  

Treasurer:  
Illustrious Oral (Neil) McNeil Marple II, 33º  

The mailing address is:  
P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313  

Office Phone: (703) 998-9044  
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804  

The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at  
1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change of 
address, phone number or email address. This is very 
important so that you may receive The Scottish Rite 
Journal and other publications and correspondence 
without delay.  

THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED 
 Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our 
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our 
ultimate goal.  

ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander  

ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°  
Lieutenant Grand Commander  and  

SGIG in the Orient of Virginia 

ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°  
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria  

 
ILLUSTRIOUS ROY M. HEASTER, 33° 

Treasurer Emeritus 

STATED MEETINGS  

Alexandria Lodge of Perfection  
Second Friday of each month  

ILLUSTRIOUS ROGER M. FIRESTONE, 33°  
Venerable Master 

Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix  
Second Friday  

February, March, July, November  
JAMES A. NEWCOMER, KCCH  

Wise Master  

Alexandria Council of Kadosh  
Second Friday  

February, April, July, November  
RICHARD E. SAUNDERS, KCCH  

Commander  

Alexandria Consistory  
Second Friday  

April, August, October, December  
ROMUO M. CAPUNO, 32°  

Master of Kadosh  
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

MAY 2016 
 
May 13 – 6:00 p.m. 
Ladies & Widows Night 
Pre-Meeting Dinner  
(Reservations by May 10th) 
Valley Meeting follows 
(Lodge of Perfection) 
 
May 16 – 6:30 p.m 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting -Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
May 25 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg 
(Reservations by May 20th) 
 
May 30—Memorial Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JUNE 2016 
 

June 10 – 6:00 p.m. 
TEACHERS’ NIGHT 
Pre-meeting Dinner 6:00pm  
(Reservations by June 7th) 
Valley Meeting  follows 
(Lodge of Perfection) 
 
June 20 – 6:30 p.m 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting -Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June 22 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Cassia Lodge  - Woodstock 
(Reservations by June 17th) 
 
JULY 2016 
 
July 4 —Fourth of July 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 8 – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
(Council of Kadosh, Rose Croix  
& Lodge of Perfection) 
 
July 12 - 9:00 a.m. 
James Madison University 
Visit Dave Kruger – Early 
Childhood Learning Program 
Lunch will be provided 
 
July 27 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg 
(Reservations by July. 22nd) 
 
July 30 – 11:00a.m. – 2:00p.m. 

SUMMER PICNIC 
KENA & Alexandria Valley, SR 
Held at KENA Shrine Center 
Fairfax, VA  
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Plan to attend and 

mark you Calendars. 



 

 

More Pictures from 2016 Friends and Family Charity Dinner and Auction 
Pictures taken by:  Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33° 

Ill. Paul Evancoe, 33°, Master of Ceremonies with Ill. Szramoski, 33° 
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More Pictures from 2016 Friends and Family Charity Dinner and Auction 
Pictures taken by:  Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33° 

Some of the exciting auction items you 

missed out on if you didn’t attend.   

A signed guitar by Brad Paisley. 

A NASCAR helmet signed by Kurt 

Bush. 

A Redskins football signed by Brandon 

Scherff, number 75. 

A Conan sword, a pyramid cigar  

humidor and much more.   

Tim Shrum, event planner and  

coordinator extraordinaire,  

announcing silent auction results.  


