
 

 

 

Well, it’s a new school year and classes have begun for most 
students.  For some children this is exciting — for others, not 
so much.  But as we grow older we begin to realize that  
education is a life-long process.  Never has this been more 
the case, for as science and technology have progressed, and 
as jobs have changed, we are finding that the skills we have 

may not be the skills we need.  We have to step up our game and even retrain ourselves.  
 

Adding tools to our tool box is not only good for our career, it is important in our social life as well.  
And it is perhaps even more important for our moral and spiritual development.   This is because as 
difficult as technical or mathematical training can be, moral education is often harder.  Technical or 
mathematical problems generally have a precise answer, but interpersonal relationships are more 
complicated.  So, perhaps we need to spend even more time on our moral education.   
 

When we were young, we tended to do foolish and reckless things.  I know that was the case with 
me.  But as we get older, we seek to tilt the balance so the things we look back upon with pride  
outweigh our regrets.  It is only when we are dead that the final tally is taken; while we are alive we 
still have time to try to balance our account.  Of course, life goes by quickly, especially for those of us 
in the winter of our lives, but as was recently brought home to me, you can never be sure whether 
this is your winter.  We have no promise that we will see all the seasons of our life.  So we need to 
move with alacrity on those things we would like to accomplish, say all the things that we want our 
loved ones to remember, and consider that today is the oldest we've ever been, yet the youngest 
we'll ever be, so we ought to take advantage of this day while it lasts. 
 

This is not so simple.  We find it easy to act ethically when our self-interest  
coincides with what might be called doing the right thing.  But these are not 
always so closely aligned, and we tend to be selfish and prideful.  We all have 
made decisions we now are not so proud of, and acted in ways we regret.  
Perhaps our actions were the best we could do under the circumstances,  
perhaps not; but since there are no “do-overs” in life, we need to leave behind 
the “should haves” and “could haves.”  Instead, we should concentrate on 

what we can do from this point on.  This is not to say that we cannot learn from our mistakes.   
Indeed, the reason for introspection is to ensure that our past decisions inform our future actions, so 
that we will do better the next time around, and act in ways that are smarter, more careful, and more 
caring.   
 

The net of all this is that while we should embrace change by upgrading our skills and learning new 
things, we should continue to remain faithful to our Masonic values, which do not change.  They 
‘continue to serve as a guide for tomorrow, just as they did so well for 

September — October 2014 

Personal Representative’s Message 
Edmund Cohen, 33° - Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria 

 

(Continued on Page 2.) 

 



 

 

yesterday and today.  I think, at least in part, it is because of these Masonic values that when we 
look back on those parts of our life which we are not so proud of, we also find so much in our life to 
look back on with pride and satisfaction; all the times we did the right thing, all the times we lived up 
to our Masonic obligations and lived in accordance with Masonic teachings and principles.   
 

I would close by repeating some words I heard to the effect that life is a gift to you, and the way you 
live it is your gift to those who come after.  Put it another way, it is not what you gather, but what you 
scatter that tells what kind of life you have lived.   
 

My very best wishes to each and every one of you. 
 

 

Fraternally, 

Ed Cohen 
 

he feature article in this issue is by a Masonic researcher who is active in Blue Lodge  

Masonry and in the York Rite, and is a Member of the Operatives, an organization that recently 

spread from England to the United States.  Drawing on information in a book by Dr. Charles H. 

Mertz, published in 1918, he seeks to explain the emergence of modern speculative Masonry 

from the older operative Guild Masonry.   
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Are We All Clandestine?  
Donald Leo McAndrews, 32°, KCCH; KYCH, OPC, MPS 

What is meant by “regularity” in Freemasonry?  Who determines which Lodges are 
regular and which are irregular?  A Mason who was “made” in an irregular Lodge is 
considered to be clandestine according to the Ancient Charges and Regulations to 
which every Master must give his unequivocal consent.  When issues of regularity are 
brought forward, generally the United Grand Lodge of England is considered to be the 
ultimate authority.  In the Western hemisphere, the Conference of Grand Masters of 
North America, Inc., publishes a book of regular Lodges which is used widely in the 
United States.  Ultimately, each Grand Lodge determines regularity and recognition 
for its members.  But, from where does this authority, this recognition of regularity, 

originate?  In one way or another, it always seems to wind its way back to the Grand Lodge of England 
originally formed in 1717.   

 

The logical questions are “from where did we receive those Ancient Charges and Regulations” and 
“from whom did the Grand Lodge of England derive its authority?”  This also raises the much larger 
question of where and how did Masonry originate.  Most will agree that our true origins are lost in the 
mists of time and antiquity.  But, there is a great deal of written history regarding the workings of the 
Operative Masons’ Guilds and about the formation of modern Speculative Masonry which is intimately 
connected with the formation of the Grand Lodge of England. 

 

Most regard the Feast of St. John the Baptist, June 24, 1717, as the formation of the first Grand 
Lodge at the Goose and Gridiron Alehouse in an area of London called St. Paul’s Churchyard.  But 
Rev. James Anderson, widely acknowledged as the Historian of Freemasonry and one of the founders 
of the first Grand Lodge, ascribes its initial formation at the Apple Tree Tavern in 1716.  At this meeting 
it was simply agreed upon to form a Grand Lodge and that on St. John’s Day, 1717, they would as-
semble at the Goose and Gridiron to elect a Grand Master.  June 24 thus became the official date of 
the Annual Assembly and Feast of the new Grand Lodge.

1  
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According to Anderson’s account, this new Grand Lodge was constituted by four Lodges each of 
which were named for the Tavern in which they met: Goose and Gridiron Ale house in St. Paul's  
Churchyard, Crown Ale house in Parker's Lane near Drury Lane, Apple Tree Tavern in Charles Street, 
Covent Garden, and Rummer and Grapes Tavern in Channel Row, Westminster.  Anthony  
Sayer, acknowledged as the oldest, and then Master of a Lodge (Operative), was elected Grand Master.  
He then appointed his Grand Wardens and commanded the Masters of the Lodges to meet with the 
Grand Officers “every Quarter in communication.”  The quarterly dates were set as Michaelmass 
(September), Feast of St. John the Evangelist (December), and Feast of the Annunciation (March), in 
addition to the annual meeting in June at the Feast of St John the Baptist. 1  Coil’s Encyclopedia pro-
vides an extensive history of the Lodges mentioned above.  

 

So far, these events seem quite appropriate and very regular.  That is, until we consider some of the 
points alleged by Dr. Mertz in his book which are not found in anything written by our Grand Historian, 
the Rev. James Anderson.  Dr. Mertz’s thesis is we should take a closer look at the Rev. Anderson’s 
Masonic history and the events which brought him into Speculative Masonry. 

 

 Anderson was born in Aberdeen, Scotland sometime between 1679 and 1680.  He received a good  
education and was ordained a minister in the Church of Scotland in 1707.  In his book GUILD  
MASONRY IN THE MAKING, Dr. Charles H. Mertz reports, “Operative Masons claim that certain facts 
connected with Dr. Anderson's career as an Operative Lodge Chaplain are very difficult to state  
satisfactorily, for the reason that it would be necessary to quote from a book that is in a strong room or 
subterranean chamber, into which no one below the VIIth degree rank may enter and from which the 
book may not be removed.”  The evidence in question he claims, proves that Dr. Anderson was  
Chaplain of a Lodge in Scotland in 1709, but the following year he was in London, and during that year 
became Chaplain to the Operative St. Paul's Lodge, which had been formed in 1675 to build the new  
St. Paul's with stone prepared at Portland.  According to the Guild System, neither the Doctor nor the 
Chaplain are required to pass through the customary ceremonies, but are allowed to attend the  
meetings on taking a certain oath.2 

 

Dr. Mertz also reports, “We must admit that the builders of our ancient cathedrals and churches  
were men of great intelligence, who would seek to increase their knowledge from all available sources 
including the societies of Alchemists, Rosicrucians, Astrologers and Mathematicians.  This participation 
probably continued for centuries.” 2  Sir Robert Moray was made a Mason at Newcastle-on-Tyne in 1641 
and Elias Ashmole was made a Mason at Warrington in 1646.  The making of Speculative Masons  
probably goes back much farther in time. 

 

The great fire of London in 1666 assured employment for builders for decades to come. But by the 
turn of the 18th century, the rebuilding had been largely completed.  The Protestant reformation, whose 
wars ended in 1648, brought to an end the building of massive churches and cathedrals.  The 1700s 
saw a major decline of Operative Masonry.  This is the same period of time that we see a surge in  
Speculative membership in the Lodges, especially in large urban centers such as London and  
Edinburgh.  Some London Lodges had a substantial percentage of members who were Speculative.  It 
was precisely this time in London we find Dr. James Anderson, the paid Chaplain of St. Paul’s Lodge.  

 
The many Speculative Masons of the London Lodges were well educated men of the  

Enlightenment, but they lacked a first-hand appreciation of how the old rituals related to the actual work 
of building.  Their interest was in the philosophical insights and the ritual’s relation to the building of a 
man’s character.  It is this author’s speculation that a polarity was forming between the old Operatives 
and the new Speculatives. 

(Continued on Page 6.) 



 

 

Commander Council of Kadosh’s Message Kadosh’s Message 
Keith R. Butler, KCCH 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  Sep-Oct 2014    Page 4 

AN EVENTFUL SUMMER & UPCOMING EVENTS 
Some of our most significant events took place during the past three months and gave further meaning to the 
Scottish Rite outreach: 
 

Teacher’s Night – June 13th      
(Photos by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33°) 

 

At our Teacher’s dinner on June 13, the Valley honored three outstanding teachers in our area.  They  
received a Certificate of Appreciation and a check, and we were ably rewarded by the short presentations 
each of them made which illustrated why they had been selected as outstanding teachers by the Washington 
Post.  Their principals also spoke and were equally inspiring. This is one of our community outreach  
programs, and the teachers, their principals, and guests, often return to their schools to talk about their  
experience at the Alexandria Valley. Indeed, all of the awardees responded with notes of appreciation for the 
Scottish Rite’s interest in public education. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RiteCare Reception & Program at JMU – July 15th 

 

A second community outreach is our sponsorship and support of the RiteCare Childhood Language Program.  This  
program, begun in the 1950’s, helps children with speech and language disorders. There are currently 179 RiteCare 
clinics and centers across the United States, providing diagnostic evaluation and treatment to children, regardless of 
their family’s ability to pay.  
 

Our own Valley supports the David Kruger Summer Clinic for Childhood Language Disorders at James Madison  
University.  We provide the money for the summer program and for a number of graduate fellowships and a doctoral 
fellowship to train the next generation of speech pathologists – who also get hands-on clinical experience by working 
with the children at the summer clinic.  
 

Our 2014 visit was special in two ways.  First, it probably was the most substantive visit we have had combining class-
room observation with detailed briefings from the Scottish Rite Fellows on some of the latest techniques.  We also had 
the opportunity for additional interaction with the clinicians in training at lunch.  Second, this was the 25

th
 anniversary of 

the program sponsored by the Alexandria Valley and some of the other Valleys, and great appreciation was shown by 
University officials for our ongoing support for this important program.   
 

Scottish Rite Club Supports Autism Clinic 

Shenandoah Valley Scottish Rite Club has been a consistent donor to the Communication 
Sciences and Disorders Summer Autism Clinic at JMU.  
 

Through their generous efforts, we have been able to fund clinical training of our students 
and provide scholarship funds for families.  These donations have been invaluable assets to 
our students, as well as to families who are affected by autism spectrum disorders.  
 

ILL. Brother Raymond D. Steele, Past President of the Club, and Mr. Jerry Begley,  
Treasurer, present a second $500 check to Dr. Marsha Longerbeam, Director of the  
Summer Autism Clinic. 

   

Lori Shabazz 

Patrick Henry Elementary School 

Alexandria, Virginia 

Cassidy Nolen 

Kenmore Middle School 

Arlington, Virginia 

Moosa Shah 

Rachel Carson Middle School 

Herndon, Virginia 

(Continued on Page 5.) 



 

 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  Sep—Oct 2014   Page 5 

Commander Council of Kadosh’s Message 
                   (Continued from Page 4.) 

 

First Annual ASR-Kena Picnic – July 26     (Photos by Brother William J. Baumbach, II) 

 

The third event was a Masonic family outreach as our Valley joined with Kena Shrine to hold a picnic.      
Special thanks are due to Worshipful Brother Heber Willis, KCCH, who organized the event on behalf of our 
Valley.  Great food, great music courtesy of the Kena band, and lots to occupy the kids – including a moon 
bounce, petting zoo, and a dunk tank.  The weather was wonderful and a fun time was had by all. 

 
 

Looking ahead - Please plan to support and attend the following important Valley events: 
 

Feast of Tishri – September 12 

 

Join us for our annual Feast of Tishri celebration hosted by the Alexandria Lodge of Perfection, which will 
occur before the September Valley Meeting on September 12.  We will have dinner at 6:00 pm, with the tra-
ditional toasts, and then a presentation in the Lodge Room with everyone leaving with a basket of fruit.  Con-
tact our Secretary for reservations by Monday, September 8, so we know how many meals to order and bas-
kets to prepare. 
 

2014 Virginia Scottish Rite Conference – September 26 and 27 

 

Make your plans now to attend the 2014 Virginia Scottish Rite Conference on Friday and Saturday, Septem-
ber 26 & 27, at the Holiday Inn Greenwich Road, Virginia Beach.  The Conference, hosted by the Norfolk 
Valley, provides another great opportunity to learn more about the work of the Rite and the Valleys of the 
Orient of Virginia.  Contact our Valley Secretary, Ill. Dave Morris, for registration and room reservation infor-
mation.  Observe carefully, because our Valley will be the host at the 2015 Scottish Rite Conference.   
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Dr. James Anderson in his History and Constitutions of Free and Accepted Masons in the year 1723 
writes on page 175, “Only upon the Death of Grand Master Arlington, 1685, the Lodges met and elected  
Sir Christopher Wren Grand Master…” and on page 188 writes, “King George I entered London most  
magnificently on 20 Sept. 1714; and, after the Rebellion, A. D. 1716, the few Lodges at London wanting 
an active Grand Master, by Reason of Sir Christopher Wren’s Disability, thought fit to cement under a 
new Grand Master, as the Center of Union and Harmony."1  Here Anderson clearly complains that the 
Lodges were neglected by Sir Christopher Wren. 

 

It is interesting to note some possible background to the alleged neglect by Wren that caused the  
Speculatives to form the first Speculative Grand Lodge.   

 

Dr. Mertz continues to report, “It is claimed that the Operative records show that in 1714,  
Dr. Anderson began to make non-Operative Masons, charging each a fee of five guineas.  By the end 
of that year he had made seven, viz :  George. Payne, (later Grand Master in 1720);  Rev. J. T.  
Desaguliers;  Johnson, a doctor who received fees for the medical examination of Apprentices; Stuart, a 
lawyer who prepared contracts;  Sayer, who worked in the drawing office, under Sir Christopher Wren; 
Entick, gentleman (marked "nil" in the book); and Montague (later Grand Master in 1721), who joined 
the Operative Craft to fit himself for building and who designed buildings his own estate.   

 

The Operative Society of Free Masons of the City of London, however, knew nothing of what was 
going on until September, 1715, at which time Sir Christopher Wren was the Grand Master in the first 
chair and Thomas Strong in the second Chair, and they expelled Anderson and his seven ‘gentlemen’ 
from the Society.” 2 

 

No wonder they were “neglected” by Sir Christopher Wren – according to Mertz they were expelled!  
Moreover, when Dr. Anderson and his friends elected Anthony Sayer as the first Speculative Grand 
Master in 1717, they disregarded the fact that the Operative Grand Master, Sir Christopher Wren, was 
still living and still in office.  

 

If we derive our constitutions and history, our traditions and ritual from Operative Masonry, yet  
reject or ignore its authority, this would perfectly fit the definition of irregularity.  By our own law and  
traditions written by Anderson, Masons made in irregular Lodges are considered to be clandestine.   

 

A further evidence of Speculative irregularity is claimed to be the creation of the Master Mason’s  
Degree.  In the ancient Operative rituals composed of 7 degrees, there was no Master Mason Degree 
and, likewise there was no Master Mason Degree in the early years of Speculative Masonry.  The  
Speculatives merely appropriated the Indentured Apprentice and Fellow of the Craft Degrees from the 
Operatives.  Again, Dr. Mertz reports, “Later on, when a Master's Degree, not a Master of a Lodge but a 
Master Mason was added, Dr. Anderson and his colleagues invented a ceremony based on the  
Operative's Annual Festival of October 2nd commemorating the slaying of Hiram Abiff at the Building of 
King Solomon's Temple.” 2  This ancient drama continues to this day in London at the Grand  
Assemblage of the Worshipful Society of Freemasons, Rough Masons, Wallers, Slaters, Paviours,  
Plasterers, and Brick Layers which is more commonly referred to as “The Operatives.”3  The claim is 
that the creation of a new degree, the Master Mason Degree, is certainly an “innovation” and only adds 
to the irregularity of Speculative Masonry according to Anderson’s own Constitutions. 

 
All that being said, it is the opinion of this author that we should be extremely grateful to  

Dr. Anderson and his “clandestine” bunch for saving Masonry from a definite extinction.  Our history 
gives us the opportunity to realize that we are not truly as ancient as we may have thought.  It might  
also give us pause to carefully consider how we use the words irregular and clandestine.  Masons living 
in glass Lodges would best leave the stones lying upon the ground. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(1) History and Constitutions of Free and Accepted Masons by Dr. James Anderson et al 1734.  
(2) Guild Masonry in The Making by Dr. Charles H. Mertz (1918). 
(3) The Operatives- http://www.operatives.org.uk/ and  http://www.operatives-usa.org/ 

http://www.operatives.org.uk/
http://www.operatives-usa.org/


 

 

SCOTTISH RITE CLUBS 
 
To foster a closer connection and participation with the Alexandria Valley, Scottish Rite Brethren 
residing in distant areas from the Alexandria Temple sought approval to establish Scottish Rite 
Clubs in their geographical areas.  This was done in the Shenandoah Valley area in 1979, and in 
the Blue Ridge area in 1990.  We in the Alexandria area support these clubs by attending their 
monthly dinner/meetings, and broadening our friendships.  In turn, they help spread an interest in 
the Scottish Rite.  We encourage Alexandria area Brethren (and their ladies) to attend these 
monthly gatherings. 
 
MEETING FORMAT.  Both clubs have the same general format:  dinner at 6:30, meeting to begin 
about 7:15 with program to follow, and close before 8:00.  Elections of officers to serve during the 
year July 2014 – June 2015 took place during the clubs’ June meetings; the new Presidents are 
shown below with the dates of their upcoming meetings. 
 
BLUE RIDGE CLUB.  New President is Paul R. Klamer, KCCH.  This club’s next meeting will take 
place on Monday, September 15, at the I-HOP Restaurant in Culpeper.  The October 20 meeting 
will also be held at the I-HOP Restaurant.  Reservations are not required.  
 
SHENANDOAH VALLEY CLUB.  New President is Mark T. Pennypacker.  The September 24 
meeting is scheduled to take place at the Butcher Block Restaurant in Stephen’s City; no  
reservations required.  The October 22 meeting will be held at Cassia Lodge in Woodstock where 
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED. 
 
To make reservations or for additional information, contact either:  Ill. Walter Downs (703-768-
7903; walterdowns@verizon.net); Ill. David Smith (703-866-0345; dhsmith33@gmail.com; or Ill. 
David Morris (703-998-9044; secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org).  

 
Scottish Rite Fall Reunion – October 18

th
 and 25

th 

 
Finally, and of great importance to the Valley is our Fall Reunion on Saturday,  
October 18, and Saturday, October 25.  We need all of our members to support 
this great undertaking by lining up candidates for the Fall Class.  Petitions are 
available on our website!  Please help us make this the largest Reunion class 
ever. 
 
Contact Ill. Jim Loudermilk, 33°, Director of Work, (see article on page 11) for more information 
and on how you can volunteer to help at the Reunion. And even if you don’t have a part in a  
degree or on the Reunion support teams, you can help simply by attending the Reunion, talking 
with the class and providing a warm welcome and great experience for our new  
Scottish Rite Brethren.   
 
Sincerely & Fraternally, 

Keith 
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A Report on some new Valley initiatives  
Ill. Ed Cohen, 33° 

 

Valley Membership Achievement Project 
 

In our last Bulletin there was an article about the 2104 Scottish Rite Regional Workshops held in 
Portland, Biloxi, and Williamsburg.  These workshops generated nearly 400 ideas that might be of 
help to our Valleys and improve the Scottish Rite experience for its members.  The Supreme 
Council digested all of this member feedback and developed a workbook for what it is calling the 
Valley Membership Achievement Project or VMAP. 
 
The hope is that the various Valleys would choose to participate In the VMAP program – much  
like the Hillman award that the Grand Lodge of Virginia set up for the Craft Lodges to use.  If a 
Valley elects to participate, it receives a framed Certificate of Participation; and, if it meets a cer-
tain threshold in each of ten separate areas it would receive a VMAP Achievement Plaque along 
with VMAP Achievement lapel pins for each of its members.   
 
The ten areas are:  Membership Recruitment, New Member Engagement, Degree Conferral  
Proficiency, Reunion Experience, Scottish Rite Education for Candidates, Scottish Rite Education 
for Members, Officer Responsibilities and Engagement, Philanthropy and Public Image,  
Membership Retention, and Valley Organizations.  There are one or two mandatory tasks in each 
specific subject area followed by a series of optional tasks from which each Valley is asked to 
choose and complete a specific minimum number of these tasks.   
 
I think our Valley is already doing a number of things covered in the VMAP program, but as with 
the Hillman award, there is value in trying to improve in any or all of these areas.  We will, there-
fore, be reviewing the program to see how it might help the Alexandria Valley, and our Executive 
Council will decide if our Valley will participate in 2015.   
 

Even before the appearance of VMAP, our Executive Council had already, at its July meeting,  
voted to try a few new things starting in 2015.   
 
We are going to make a few small changes to the installation ceremony so we can begin more 
promptly.   
 
We will be instituting a cohort class Reunion.  Thus, In 2015, we will extend a special invitation to 
the 5-year cohort classes (2010, 2005, 2000, 1995, 1990, etc.).  Members of a cohort class who  
attend will receive a special pin.  We will continue this in subsequent years with the 5-year cohorts 
of the 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019 Reunion classes.  In 2020, the 5-year class cohort will include 
the 2015 class and a new pin will be received when attending the cohort class Reunions in 2020, 
2021, 2022, 2023, and 2024 – and so on.  Each time you attend your cohort class, you will get a 
different pin that marks you as having attended your cohort class.  The point of this is to increase 
attendance at the Reunion, and also develop some ties across the various classes.   
 
We also will be revising when the various bodies meet – so that after our special events where we 
invite our ladies, only the Lodge of Perfection (LOP)  will meet.  This will shorten the meeting in 
January after the awards and installation, in May after the Ladies dinner, in June after the  
Outstanding Teacher’s dinner, and in September after the Feast of Tishri.  In addition, instead of 
having three bodies do their elections in November, we will move the LOP election to December.    
 
We are establishing job descriptions and job responsibilities for 
each officer of each body.   
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A committee, chaired by Ill. Norm Hoff, 33° and including Ill. David Morris, 33°, Ill. Jim Loudermilk, 
33°, Paul Evancoe, KCCH, Keith Butler, KCCH, and Peter Terrill, 32° is working on this and will 
have its final report at our October Executive Council meeting. 
 
And we are revising the hosting of our Reunion lunches starting in 2015 so each Body hosts one 
lunch:  The Lodge of Perfection would host the lunch on the first Saturday of the Spring Reunion 
and the Chapter the lunch on the second Saturday.  The Council will host the lunch on the first  
Saturday of the Fall Reunion and the Consistory the lunch on the second Saturday.   
 
Most of these are small changes, but we think they will help the Valley.  In the context of our  
internal effort to improve how we do things, and in the context of the VMAP program, we will  
continue to welcome your ideas and will discuss and consider your suggestion at our Executive 
Council meetings which you are welcome to attend. 

A Report on some new Valley initiatives  
                  (Continued from Page 8.) 
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The Executive Council has voted to have the Lodge be the only Body meeting when we have our 

special events, to have the Chapter be the presiding Body at one meeting, and to revise  

the elections so we have two in November and two in December rather than three elections  

in November and one in December.  We have received the Sovereign Grand Inspector General’s 

agreement to make these changes.  We have read the proposed By-Laws changes set forth below 

at our August 8, 2014 meeting, and will vote on them at our October 10, 2014 meeting.  

ARTICLE I GENERAL  

SECTION 2: Meetings 

The Stated meetings of all four Bodies will be on the second Friday of the months as indicated in 

this section; the opening Body shall convene at 7:30 p.m.   

Stated meetings of the Alexandria Lodge of Perfection shall be held each month.  Stated meetings 

of the Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix shall be held in February, March, July, and November.  

Stated meetings of the Alexandria Council Knights Kadosh shall be held in February, April, July, 

and November.  Stated meetings of the Alexandria Consistory Knights Kadosh shall be held in 

April, August, October, and December. 

ARTICLE II ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICERS 

SECTION 3: Elections 

The officers of the Chapter and Council shall be elected or appointed at the Stated meeting in  
November; the officers of the Lodge and Consistory shall be elected or appointed at the Stated 
meeting in December.  Vacancies shall be filled in accordance with the Statutes of the Supreme 
Council.  The officers of all four Bodies will be jointly installed in January.   

Proposed By-Laws Changes: 
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Help Us Maintain Accurate Membership Records 
 

Technology is constantly affecting the way we live and work.  Please help us and update your  
personal information which you can find on the Supreme Council’s website at:  
               https://secure.scottishrite.org/OnlineMemberUpdate/MemberUpdate1.asp 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Just go to the site, put in your Last name, First name, select your Valley and enter your birth date; 
and press “next”;  and update your personal information as needed.  It is that easy.  If you have an 
email address, we encourage you to enter that too, so that you can be kept up to date on various 
activities occurring in the Valley.  Once you have updated the information, there is no need to call 
the Valley Secretary, because he receives an electronic notice that information has been changed.  
Thank you for your help and support! 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
 Ill. David C. Morris, 33º  -  General Secretary of all Four Bodies 

 

DUES NOTICES WILL SOON BE IN THE MAIL  
The Supreme Council has prepared the 2015 notices.  They will soon be mailed to 
you, along with your “2015 sticker” if you are current on your dues. 
 

Your 2015 dues need to be paid by December 31, 2014.  If you don’t have a “Plastic 
Card” in your wallet, you may not be current for 2014. 
 

You can paid your dues, and make contributions to our charities, online at the  
Supreme Council web site.   
https://secure.scottishrite.org/OnlineMemberUpdate/MemberUpdate1.asp 

 
SPRING 2014 REUNION CLASS  
Your rings, patents, caps & boxes, that you ordered have all been received – Please pickup. 
 
KNIGHTS OF ST. ANDREW NOW FORMING 
Open to all 32° Masons in our Valley.  Please contact Brother Jim Mowry at; 
jim.mowry@yahoo.com   or call 703 407-3796 

 
 
 
VIRGINIA SCOTTISH RITE CONVERENCE   
September 26-27 in Virginia Beach, VA.  We have rooms on hold 
for this event, so let me know if you will be attending.  You also 
need to reserve your meals for Friday & Saturday nights. 

 

https://secure.scottishrite.org/OnlineMemberUpdate/MemberUpdate1.asp
mailto:jim.mowry@yahoo.com


 

 

The Fall Reunion:  Bring Your Masonic Friends 
James A. Loudermilk, 33°, Director of Work 
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The ancient sage Lao Tzu (600 – 531 BCE) taught his disciples:  “There are many paths to  
enlightenment.  Be sure to take one with a heart.”  Our beloved Masonry is certainly such a path.  
Our many Masonic charities, including those of our own Valley of Alexandria, amply attest to our 
path having a heart; as do the many opportunities we provide for fellowship and to strengthen our 
fraternal connection. 
 
Let us dilate a while on our Masonic, and in particular Scottish Rite, path to enlightenment.  Ours is 
a path that intentionally veils it truths behind symbols.  Its deeper lessons with many layers of  
meaning yield their full richness to the seeker only over time, repeated reinforcement, and  
contemplation.  Both interest and some continuing effort are required. 
  
The symbolic lodge teaches “mouth to ear” with only prayers, charges, and portions of the lectures 
committed to paper.  Many who have learned and “delivered” those lectures will tell you the hardest 
parts to learn and then flawlessly remember are those written parts.  Our instruction is “mouth to 
ear” for many reasons with secrecy just one and perhaps the least important reason (although  
following through upon that promise of secrecy made in each of our obligations is certainly  
important).  The fellowship, personal interaction, and exemplar transmission of the philosophy,  
ethics and traditions of our Craft come along, often unnoticed, as we memorize our catechisms with 
the generous fraternal aid from our mentors.  So also do explanations of the symbology and  
explanations of the first few layers of meaning as we memorize our catechism and, in time, learn  
ritual and lectures through “mouth to ear” instruction. 
  
Our Scottish Rite is rightly called the University of Freemasonry for the wealth and richness of its 
teachings.  We offer many books, an ongoing research program with annual publications, three  
correspondence courses, and Masonic education as a part of every stated meeting.  Yet the heart  
of our “path to enlightenment” remains the degrees conferred and communicated during the twice 
yearly reunions.  We have no catechism to master and we do not require (although we certainly do 
encourage) active participation in conducting the reunions.  But the full richness of our lessons are 
only passed within the 29 degrees that all members receive during the Reunion.  We present  
them “mouth to ear” in dramatic playlets enhanced with costume, scenery, paraphernalia, and  
music – often important elements.  As in the symbolic lodge, there are overt lessons as well as 
veiled layers of meaning in each degree which yield their full import only through repeated  
immersion followed by reflection.  We do it this way, and have for over 200 years in the Scottish 
Rite, and much longer in the symbolic lodges, because it is effective. The lessons are finally learned 
when internalized and made part of who we are. 
  
For our well proven methods to work, it does require Masons to attend the Reunions. So please 
come.  Bring a Brother who has taken our degrees for Reunion fellowship.  Most especially bring us 
your Lodge Brothers as candidates.  They are men of good character who knocked upon the door of 
your Lodges in search of light, and they can benefit further from the light they will receive at our  
Reunion.  It is more of what brought them to Masonry in the first place wrapped in outstanding  
fellowship.  We have much light to share.  Help your Brethren and yourselves by attending our  
Reunions and gaining more of that light. 
  



 

 

SCOTTISH RITE BULLETIN  
of the 

Valley of Alexandria 
Orient of Virginia  

Ill. David H. Smith, Sr., 33°, Editor  
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org  

All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear in 
this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,  
unless otherwise indicated.  

The Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:  
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°  

The Assistant Secretary:  
Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°  

The Treasurer:  
Oral (Neil) McNeil Marple II, KCCH  

The mailing address is:  
P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313  

Office Phone: (703) 998-9044  
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804  

The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at  
1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change of 
address, phone number or email address. This is very 
important so that you may receive The Scottish Rite 
Journal and other publications and correspondence 
without delay.  

THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED 
 Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our 
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our 
ultimate goal.  

ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander  

ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°  
Lieutenant Grand Commander  and  

SGIG in the Orient of Virginia 

ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°  
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria  

ILLUSTRIOUS WALTER SCOTT DOWNS, 33°, GC 
Secretary Emeritus  

 
ILLUSTRIOUS ROY M. HEASTER, 33° 

Treasurer Emeritus 

STATED MEETINGS  

Alexandria Lodge of Perfection  
Second Friday of each month  
KENT S. WEBBER, KCCH  

Venerable Master 
Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix  

Second Friday  
January, March, May, November  
WILLIAM S. SHORTT, KCCH  

Wise Master  

Alexandria Council of Kadosh  
Second Friday  

January, March, May, November  
KEITH R. BUTLER, KCCH  

Commander  

Alexandria Consistory  
Second Friday  

March, June, September, December  
PETER E. TERRILL  

Master of Kadosh  
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 

SEPTEMBER 2014 

September 1 – LABOR DAY 
 
September 12 – 6:30 p.m. 
Pre-meeting Dinner 
(reservations by September 9th) 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
Feast of Tishri 
(Consistory & Lodge of Perfection) 
 
September 15 – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting—Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
September 24 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
(Meets at the Butcher Block Restaurant) 
 
September 26 & 27  
Virginia Scottish Rite Conference 
Host – Valley of Norfolk 
Virginia Beach, VA 
 
OCTOBER 2014 
 
October 10 – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
(Lodge of Perfection) 
 
October 11 – 9:00 a.m. 
Annual Masonic Family Day 
Masonic Home of Virginia 
Richmond, VA 
 
October 16 – 7:00 p.m. 
Alexandria S.R.- Dining Room 
Master Craftsman I Study Group 
 
October 18 – 7:15 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
FALL Reunion – 1st Saturday 
Degrees 4th  thru 19th  

 
October 20 – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting—Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
 

 
October 22 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Woodstock – RSVP by the 17th 
 
October 25 -7;15 a.m.– 5:00 p.m.  
FALL REUNION 2nd Saturday  
Degrees 20th thru 32nd  
 
NOVEMBER 2014 
 
November 7 & 8 
Grand Lodge of Virginia 
Richmond, VA 
 
November 14 & 15 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Virginia 
Williamsburg, VA 
 
November 15 – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting—Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
NOTE DATE CHANGE 
November 21 – 6:30 p.m. 
Pre-meeting Dinner 
(Reservations by November 18th) 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
(Consistory, Chapter of Rose Croix & 
 Lodge of Perfection) 
 
November 24 – THANKSGIVING DAY  
 

CHECK NEW CLUB  

INFORMATION on Page 7. 
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Update your calendars 
don’t miss these events! 


