
 

 

Last year, in an article in the ASR Bulletin, C. Richard Walk, KCCH, discussed the centrality of symbolism in  
Freemasonry in general and the Scottish Rite in particular.  He noted that Freemasonry does not impose one 
required interpretation of its symbols, but leaves it to each of us to interpret these systems for ourselves and 
then use them as a guide in our daily lives.  In my case, I became interested in the Compass Rose and the 
Philosopher’s Stone.   
 

The Compass Rose, also known as the “Wind Rose,” is a symbol used on nautical charts to indicate  
orientation among the four cardinal points (North, South, East, and West) as well as the 
intermediate points in between the cardinal directions.  In ancient Greece and Rome the 
Compass Rose was also known as the Stellar Maris (or “Star of the Sea”).  The Compass 
Rose in this period added eight points to the original four.  In ancient Latin, these points 
were called Septentrio (North), Aquilo (Northnortheast), Caecias (Northeast), Subsolanus 
(East), Vulturnus (Southeast), Euronotus (Southsoutheast), Auster (South), Libonotus 
(Southsouthwest), Africus (Southwest), Favonius (West), Corus (Northwest), and  
Thrascias (Northnorthwest).  In the Medieval period, the Mariner’s Compass Rose  
replaced the Latin names for the twelve points with Italian and Arabic words.  By the 14th Century the 12  
compass points had grown to the full 32-point Compass Rose that we know today. 
 

The 32-point Compass Rose represents a mixture of both orientation and wind direction, and it was integrated 
into navigation maps known as Portolan charts.  The first Portolan charts were made in Italy during the 13th 
Century, and these navigation charts were built using the observed distances traveled by navigators in the 
Mediterranean and later reported back to various navigation schools in Italy and elsewhere.  The first usage of 
the 32-point Compass Rose was by Cresques Abraham in his Catalan Atlas of 1375.  During the early period 
of Portuguese and Spanish exploration, Portolan charts were considered to be state secrets.  The 32-point 
Compass Rose was also used within what is known as a Traverse Board, which was a tool used for dead 
reckoning onboard a ship and allowed sailors to keep check of time while sailing on each rhumb line tied to 
the winds and the stars. 

 

According to certain traditions, Masons are known by various references to ancient navigation.  
The Grand Constitutions of 1786 instituted 33 degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish 
Rite (of which the 33rd ruled and governed the whole).  It can be considered that one possible 
inspiration for the introduction of 32 degrees could possibly have been the Compass Rose.   
Indeed, we know that the degrees serve as moral and philosophical lessons, upon which we 
can navigate our lives.  By moving from one degree to the next, we can learn more about our 
journey through life, and mark our time spent by using the 32 degrees of the Scottish Rite, to 
peg our life events upon our own personal Traverse Board. 
 

In other aspects of the degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, we hear stories about and lessons 
regarding the Philosopher’s Stone.  Without going into detail in this article, we have seen that there are  
aspects of the Philosopher’s Stone that are taught to us through certain degrees of the Scottish Rite.  For 
those Brothers who have seen and heard the exceptional ritual that was practiced by members of La France 
Lodge No.93 from the District of Columbia during our past Blue Lodge Nights, you may know what I mean. 
 

July—August 2014 

The Compass Rose and the Philosopher’s Stone within the  
       Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 
Keith R. Butler, KCCH   

Annual Visit to James Madison University and the David Kruger Summer Clinic 
                               July 15, 2014—activities start at 9:30 a.m. 
 

  See Page 4 for driving directions.      Notify Secretary if you plan to attend. 
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As we look forward to the July 4
th
 holiday, we should be thinking about our 

civic duties and taking the opportunity to show the flag of our great country.  
But we also need to think about showing the flag from a Masonic  
perspective as well.  Masons count themselves among the most patriotic of 
men, and we know that good citizenship requires that we go beyond  
honoring the flag; it requires that we be good citizens in the larger sense of 
the word.  And that is where Masonic virtue comes into play, as it has from 
the time Masonic patriots fought for our independence, bought us our freedom at the cost of their 
lives, and established our constitutional system.   
 

Freemasons, from the beginning of our history as a nation, have been taught to act in accordance 
with the four cardinal virtues: temperance, fortitude, prudence, and justice.  We know that by the 
practice of temperance we will be able to maintain a due restraint upon our passions and avoid  

excess and overindulgence.  We know that by the practice of fortitude we 
will be able to meet the challenges we face, putting aside our fears, but 
also not being careless or irresponsible.  We know that by the practice of 
prudence, we will be able to live in accordance with the dictates of  
reason, refusing to surrender to passion or act out of rashness; but rather 
considering future consequences before we take action.  And we know 
that by the practice of justice we will be able to temper our anger and 

overcome our biases and prejudices so that we treat others fairly, just as we would wish to be  
treated.  In sum, we are to subdue our passions.   
 

But from our Scottish Rite perspective we also know about the value of moderation and equilibrium; 
and so, while we want to learn to subdue our passions, we also need to learn to be passionate.   
 

Today too many men travel through life not caring very much about very much.  They draw inward 
and continue over time to narrow their focus and limit their engagement in the community, the  
nation, and the world.  They are discouraged about politics and withdraw from the field.  They are 
distressed by what they see and read in the media and stop paying attention to what is happening 
around them.  They are depressed by today’s fast-paced, high-stress life style and decide it is time 
to simplify their life.  In a sense one can sympathize with this “stop the world, I want to get off”  
attitude, and at first glance it may even seem to be somewhat attractive.  But this is not the Masonic 
way.   
 

As Masons we come to realize that it is not the day-to-day trivia which occupies so much of our life 
that has the power to excite or motivate us.  Rather it is the exceptional that stirs our imagination 
and expands our horizons.  Making friends, reading books, discussing new ideas, beginning new 
projects, and making a contribution to the world around us is what makes life interesting, cultivates 
our mind, and stimulates our intellectual, emotional, and spiritual growth.   
 

Speaking personally, I try to subdue my passions, but also try to be passionate - passionate about 
Freemasonry, confident in the future, proud of my country, and working to improve my community.   
 

In our Alexandria Valley we try to provide opportunities to be passionate about life.  Some would 
say that at the heart of what we do is to join together men of quality with whom we can interact at 
our meetings, during social time at refreshment, and at our dinners, and– and in so doing, we  
expand our circle of friends.   
 

Through our degrees, our programs, and our educational offerings, we are offered the opportunity 
to expand our intellectual horizons, and we are encouraged to read books and discuss new ideas. 
 

We try to make a contribution to the world around us through our scholarship programs, and our 
help for children with language disorders.  We go out of our way to recognize and thank our  
 

Personal Representative’s Message 
Ill. Edmund Cohen, 33º  -  Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria 
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outstanding teachers and other community leaders.  We support the restoration of  
the House of the Temple, an iconic Masonic edifice with one of the country’s best  
Masonic research libraries.   
 

All of these projects are the result of Scottish Rite Masons like you who have seen a 
need and have had a passion to help.   
 
 

We need to continue to be engaged in these important endeavors, but there are 
many other opportunities as well, and we welcome your ideas about making the  
Alexandria Scottish Rite more relevant and our Scottish Rite experience more meaningful.  I  
commend to you the article on the recent Scottish Rite Regional Conferences (see article on Page 
8) and ask that you consider what more you and we should be doing as patriotic and civic-minded 
Americans and as passionate and dedicated Masons.  
 
Fraternally,  
 

Ed Cohen 
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Master of Kadosh’s Message 
Peter E. Terrill, 32°, Master of Kadosh, Alexandria Consistory 

Greetings, Brethren!  On behalf of all the Consistory officers, thank you for selecting us to be part of your  
Valley leadership team.  In this regard, we owe a debt of gratitude to all of our Past Masters of Kadosh, and 
especially to my immediate predecessor, Pat Weyant, KCCH, for building a strong foundation.   
 
This year, I’ve tried to focus the efforts of the Consistory around supporting our Valley in tangible ways which 
are directly tied to the goals and objectives in the Valley’s strategic plan.  If you haven’t had an opportunity to 
review the strategic plan on our Valley’s website I would recommend that you do so; it is the best single 
source to understand where the Valley is going and what we strive to be as an organization.  For those  
members who ask the question, “What is it we do, exactly?” or those who say that “all we do is show up to 
meetings, read and pay the bills, and go home,” my response would be that there are ways to engage in the  
Valley beyond just showing up for our monthly meetings.  To this end, I am trying to turn the Consistory line 
into an active force for good, and set an example of involvement and leadership in our Valley.  Our job as 
leaders is to create opportunities for you to engage in the activities of the Valley; your job as a member is to 
find an activity that excites you, and then jump in!  How will you become involved? 
 
Prior to our stated meetings in July and August the Executive Council will meet at 6 p.m.  The Executive 
Council is the forum for discussion of important items of business among the Personal Representative, the 
Heads of the 4 Bodies, and the Committee Chairmen prior to these items being brought up for discussion 
with the general membership. These meetings are open to all to observe, and are a great way to see how we 
are working towards the objectives laid out in the strategic plan.  You are probably aware that the Valley is 
undertaking some significant efforts to renovate and refurbish our Temple building; what you might not know 
is that most of the discussion around the refurbishment plan happens in the Executive Council.  Speaking of 
refurbishments, I am happy to tell you that Ill. Matt Szramoski, 33°, will be the speaker at our August stated 
meeting, and will be giving us an update on the current state of work on the House of the Temple, including a 
show and tell of some artifacts. 
 
One of the Scottish Rite’s most visible ways of providing charity and outreach to the community is through its 
sponsorship and support of the RiteCare Childhood Language Program.  This program, begun in the 1950’s, 
strives to help children with speech and language disorders.  There are currently 179 RiteCare clinics and 
centers across the United States, providing diagnostic evaluation and treatment to children, regardless of 
their family’s ability to pay.  Our own Valley supports the David Kruger Summer Clinic for Childhood  
Language Disorders at James Madison University, in which graduate students in speech pathology obtain  
hands-on clinical experience by working with qualified children.                                       (Continued on Page 4.) 
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Each year, the clinic sponsors an “open house” to which all 
Scottish Rite Masons are invited; this year’s event will be held 
on Tuesday, July 15, starting at 9:30 a.m. and ending just after 
lunch, which will be provided by JMU.  There is no better  
opportunity for you to witness the good works of our Valley,  
and to join with your Brethren in the spirit of charity and  
fellowship for the better part of a day.  While I know that the  
timing of the event may prove a challenge to our working  
Brethren, I am hopeful that with ample notice and some  
schedule flexibility all can make it a priority on their calendars.   
I ask again, Brethren, how will you become involved? 
 

There are several other upcoming events which you should be 
aware of, and I’d love to see you there!  The first is our annual 
ASR family picnic on Saturday, July 26, in conjunction with  
Kena Shrine, and will be held at Kena Temple.  Bro. Heber  
Willis, KCCH, is organizing the event and you can talk to him  
or our Secretary, Ill. Dave Morris, 33°, about details and  
attendance.  Next, on Saturday, August 16, we’ll be holding our 
annual ASR Blue Lodge event where we select a local Lodge to 
open and confer the first section of the Master  
Masons’ Degree on a candidate, and then we have our own 
ASR cast (in full costume!) perform the second section.  The 
ASR will provide dinner in between the two sections of the  
Degree, so please make sure to RSVP to our Secretary Ill. Dave Morris.  We hope to see lots of non-Scottish 
Rite Masons in attendance, so I hope you will pass the word to any Brother who you think might make a good  
addition to our Valley! 
 

Brethren, there are lots of ways to get involved this year in your Valley, but there may be even more ways 
that we’re not yet employing.  I am especially interested in any of your good ideas that you’d like to see  
implemented in our Valley.  Please feel free to contact me throughout the year to share thoughts and feed-
back.  Masonry has enough work to employ us all, my Brethren.  See you all soon! 
 

Sincerely & Fraternally, 

Peter 

Biography of Peter E. Terrill, 32° 

Brother Peter Terrill hails from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he spent his early years, 
and also Seattle, Washington, where he attended high school and college.  He was 
raised a Master Mason in November, 2006, at Springfield Lodge No. 217, in Springfield, 
Virginia.  Brother Terrill served as Worshipful Master there in 2010 and has been the  
Secretary since 2011.  He is a member of Annandale Royal Arch Chapter No. 77  
(where he is a dais officer), Arlington Commandery No. 29, Perfect Ashlar Council No. 349, AMD, and Kena 
Shrine.  Brother Terrill also served as the District Education Officer for Masonic District 1B from 2011 through 
2013. 
 
Brother Terrill joined the Alexandria Scottish Rite in 2007.  He is a cast member in the 21st and 28th  
Degrees, and has served as Degree Master for the 28th Degree (Knight Commander of the Temple) since 
2011.  As a member of the Library Committee he also maintains the book catalog in the Alexandria Valley’s 
library, and he is also a Master Craftsman, having completed the Scottish Rite Master Craftsman I program. 
Brother Terrill was installed as Master of Kadosh of the Alexandria Consistory in January, 2014.  He was 
named the Alexandria Valley’s Scottish Rite Fellow in April, 2014.  (Continued on Page 5.) 

DIRECTIONS TO JMU  
 

HEALTH & HUMAN SCIENCES  
BUILDING AND PARKING LOT  

 South on 1-81 to  
Harrisonburg  
 take Rt 33 EAST turnoff.  
 At 2nd traffic light -  
UNIVERSITY BLVD - turn right,  
and  
 continue straight until you see  
signs for entrance to JMU;  
 turn right onto CARRIER  
DRIVE. Follow CARRIER DRIVE  
around until you come to the last  
parking lot on your right, and  
 turn right into lot D-2. Park in a  
legal parking space.  
 Walk across the street to HHS  
Building. 
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Biography of Peter E. Terrill, 32° 
(Continued from Page 4.) 

 

Brother Terrill graduated with a BS from the University of Washington and an MS from Stanford University,  
both in Mechanical Engineering.  He is a licensed Professional Engineer in Virginia, and he also has  
graduate certificates in Legislative Studies and in Applied Intelligence.  After 10 years of service at the  
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory in California and at the Pentagon, Brother Terrill joined Booz  
Allen Hamilton in 2007 and has supported clients in the Department of Defense and the Department  
of Homeland Security, managing programs involving non-proliferation and elimination of weapons of  
mass destruction. 
 

He resides with his wife Jill in Burke, Virginia.  They have three children: Charlotte (11), Amelia (5), and  
Henry (2).

The Compass Rose and the Philosopher’s Stone within the  
       Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 
                   (Continued from Page 1.) 

The earliest known reference to the idea of a Philosopher’s Stone was by Zosimos of Panopolis in his work 
Cheirokmeta, which was published around 300 AD.  However, various alchemical legends also assign the 
concept of the stone to Adam in the Creation myth, to Solomon’s Temple, to Vishnu and Ganesha, to the  
rejected cornerstone in Psalm 118, and to the Christian Messiah.  One key aspect of the Philosopher Stone 
is that it was created, through one or more secret methods and materials, in order to transform one physical 
element into another.  Depending on the method employed and materials used, either a white stone or a red 
stone was produced (depending if you wanted to create silver or gold). 
 

Another key aspect associated with the Philosopher’s Stone is that of the Prima Materia, or “First Matter.”  
This was also known as the Alkahest, which was thought to be the first element upon which all others were 
derived (to include earth, air, fire, and water).  The nature of the Prima Materia was hotly debated for  
centuries among European, Muslim, and Hindu Philosophers, and this process of debate was passed down 
from one generation to another.  Over time, the concept of the Philosopher’s Stone provided the inspiration 
and genesis of modern day Chemistry, which strangely enough could eventually enable the breakthrough in 
true elemental transformation sometime this century through the science of Molecular Engineering. 
 

After thinking very carefully about the Compass Rose and the Philosopher’s Stone and its underlying  
symbolism during the past ten years that I have been a member of our Valley, I believe I may have found my 
own personal “Royal Secret” regarding the Scottish Rite and Freemasonry in general.  Without revealing that 
personal secret, however, I also now see the Scottish Rite as a vehicle for turning the historical and esoteric 
truths portrayed in our ritual from mere abstractions into principles that can have personal and individual  
relevance.  As such, the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry is a remembrance and a  
celebration of what had been long lost, and is now found.  I encourage you, as did Dick Walk, to think about 
our various Scottish Rite symbols, internalize their meanings, and turn them into your own personal  
guideposts.  I think you will find, as I have, that Masonic study, the Scottish Rite Master Craftsman courses, 
and careful attention at our Reunions can help to make Masonic philosophy and morals meaningful in your 
daily life. 

Endnotes:  These listed websites were used in the development of this ar ticle. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compass_rose 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosopher_stone 

 
For more information about the Compass Rose consult the following: 
  "About the Compass Rose Society". Compassrosesociety.org. 
  Brown, C.H. (1983) "Where do Cardinal Direction Terms Come From?", Anthropological Linguistics, Vol. 25 

(2), p. 121-61.  
  Glossary of Meteorology (2009). Wind rose. American Meteorological Society. 
  J. Lagan (2005) The Barefoot Navigator: Navigating with the skills of the ancients. Dobbs Ferry, NY:  

Sheridan House.  
                                                                                                                                       (Continued on Page 6.) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compass_rose
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosopher_stone
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The Compass Rose and the Philosopher’s Stone within the  
       Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 
                     (Continued from Page 5.) 

For more information about the Compass Rose consult the following: 
  Martín-Gil, F.J; Martín-Ramos, P.; Martín-Gil, J. (2005): A cryptogram in the compass roses of the  

Majorcan portolan charts from the Messina-Naples mapmakers school.- Almogaren XXXVI (Institutum  
Canarium), Wien, 285-295.  

  John Rousmaniere, Mark Smith (1999). The Annapolis book of seamanship. Simon and Schuster. p. 233.  
    ISBN 978-0-684-85420-5. 
  Dan Reboussin (2005). Wind Rose. University of Florida. 
  Taylor, E.G. R. (1937) "The 'De Ventis' of Matthew Paris", Imago Mundi, vol. 2, p. 25.  
  Taylor, E.G.R. (1956) The Haven-Finding Art: A history of navigation from Odysseus to Captain  
    Cook, 1971 ed., London: Hollis and Carter., p.128-31.  
  Tibbets, G.R. (1971) Arab Navigation in the Indian Ocean before the coming of the Portuguese, London: 

Royal Asiatic Society.  
  Tolmacheva, M. (1980) "On the Arab System of Nautical Orientation", Arabica, vol. 27 (2), p.180-92.  
  Wallis, H.M. and J.H. Robinson, editors (1987) Cartographical Innovations: An international handbook of 

mapping terms to 1900. London: Map Collector Publications.  
  Winter, Heinrich (1947) "On the Real and the Pseudo-Pilestrina Maps and Other Early Portuguese Maps  

in Munich", Imago Mundi, vol. 4,p.25-27. 
 
For more information about the Philosopher’s Stone consult the following: 
  A German Sage. A Tract of Great Price Concerning the Philosophical Stone. 1423.  
  Sebastian, Anton. 1999. A Dictionary of the History of Medicine. p. 179. ISBN 1-85070-021-4. 
  Julian Franklyn and Frederick E. Budd. A Survey of the Occult. Electric Book Company. 2001. p. 28-30. 

ISBN 1-84327-087-0.  
  Andrew Ede, Lesley B. Cormack. A History of Science in Society: from philosophy to utility. University of  
   Toronto Press. p .66 
  Leah DeVun. "Prophecy, alchemy, and the end of time: John of Rupescissa in the late Middle Ages."  
   Columbia University Press, 2009. p.118  
  Salomon Glass, Johann Gottfried Olearius, Philologia sacra: qua totius Vet. et Novi Testamenti  

Scripturae tum stylus et litteratura, tum sensus et genuinae interpretationis ratio et doctrina libris V  
expenditur ac traditur ^, imp. J. Fred. Gleditschius (1743)  

  René Guénon, Symbols of Sacred Science. Sophia Perennis, USA. ISBN 0-900588-78-0. pp. 277. (2004) 
(1962) 

  Mark Haeffner. Dictionary of Alchemy: From Maria Prophetessa to Isaac Newton. Karnac Books, 2004. 
p.211  

  Eric John Holmyard. Alchemy" Courier Dover Publications, 1990. p. 16. 
  Eric John Holmyard., "Maslama al-Majriti and the Rutbatu'l-Hakim", Isis 6 (3): 293–305 (1924) 
  Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum t. XVIII, p. 24, cited by C. G. Jung in Roots of  

Consciousness.  
  Stanton J. Linden. The alchemy reader: from Hermes Trismegistus to Isaac Newton Cambridge University 

Press. 2003. p. 16-29.  
  Theophrastus Paracelsus. The Book of the Revelation of Hermes. 16th century  
  Theophrastus Paracelsus. Of the Nature of Things. 16th century  
  Raphael Patai. The Jewish Alchemists: A History and Source Book Princeton University Press, 1995. p.19 
  Eirenaeus Philalethes. A Brief Guide to the Celestial Ruby. 1694 CE  
  Ragai, Jehane, "The Philosopher's Stone: Alchemy and Chemistry", Journal of Comparative Poetics 12 

(Metaphor and Allegory in the Middle Ages): 58–77 (1992)  
  John Read. From Alchemy to Chemistry London: G. Bell. 1957. p. 29.  
  Charles John Samuel Thompson. Alchemy and Alchemists. p.70. 



 

 

The Valley of Alexandria is now forming its first Clan of the Knights of Saint Andrew.  
What is contemplated is an organization of dedicated 32° (Black Hat) Scottish Rite  
Masons to serve the Valley, improve the camaraderie among the Brethren, and establish 
an esprit de corps that will enhance the experience of Scottish Rite Masons in our area. 
 

THE MISSION:  The core mission of the Knights is to assist the Personal Representative, 
Secretary, and the Director of Work in whatever manner is required.  These services  
include but are not limited to: aiding the Tylers, presenting the Colors and escorting  
dignitaries or special guests during reunions; and aiding in Valley special functions as 
deemed necessary.  Equally important is bringing the Knights closer to one another by 

having private functions directed solely at having fun and fellowship.  Examples include barbecues and  
outings for Knights and their fair ladies.  
 

UNIFORM/REGALIA:  There are a few pieces of required regalia.  The official cover (hat) will be the  
Glengarry and hat badge . A sash and sash badge/pin are required. Kilts are allowed but are not required. 
The Charter Members have adopted the Universal Masonic Tartan.  However, for kilts, family tartans are 
allowed.   
 

TIME REQUIREMENTS:  Most of the operations will be in conjunction with the regular activities of the  
Valley.  Currently there are to be six meetings.  Clan business meetings will be scheduled either before or 
after the regular Valley meetings unless circumstances dictate a variation.  The three remaining  
meetings are for purely social reasons and shall be scheduled at the pleasure of the Chief and the  
convenience of the rest of the Clan.   
 

WHY WOULD I JOIN:  If you are a dedicated Scottish Rite Mason interested in enhancing your Alexandria 
Scottish Rite experience, and interested in making the Alexandria Valley operation stand out within Virginia 
and beyond, we welcome you to become a charter member and make a difference!  
 

HOW DO I JOIN:  The ranks are being formed now.  Come to one of our planning sessions which are held 
at the Auld Shabeen Pub in Fairfax City if you would like to get in on the ground floor of this exceptional 
group of Knights. Please contact Jim Mowry (jim.mowry@yahoo.com) or Philip Rhodes (pnresq@aol.com) 
for additional information.  Those who enroll now will be designated Charter Members of the group.  After 
the Knights are chartered, membership will be by application only with a mandatory waiting period.  
 

Join us now – you will be glad you did! 
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Knights of Saint Andrew 
William “Jim” Mowry, 32° and Philip N. Rhodes, KCCH 

SCOTTISH RITE CLUBS 
To foster a closer connection and participation with the Alexandria Valley, Scottish Rite Brethren residing in distant  
areas from the Alexandria Temple sought approval to establish Scottish Rite Clubs in their geographical areas.  This 
was done in the Shenandoah Valley area in 1979, and in the Blue Ridge area in 1990.  We in the Alexandria area  
support these clubs by attending their monthly dinner/meetings, and broadening our friendships.  In turn, they help 
spread an interest in the Scottish Rite.  We encourage Alexandria area Brethren (and their ladies) to join in on these 
monthly gatherings. 
 

NEW OFFICERS.   At each club’s May meeting, a Nominating Committee presented for consideration a slate of  
officers for elections in June of those to serve the club for the year July 2014 – June 2015.  (Actions had not yet been 
completed when this Bulletin was prepared; names will appear in our next Bulletin.) 
 

BLUE RIDGE CLUB MEETINGS.  Ordinarily held on the 3
rd

 Monday of each month, except in December.  In 2014 the 
Club will NOT MEET in July and August as a test of whether it would be beneficial to members and whether it would 
have a favorable impact on attendance in the Fall. 
 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CLUB MEETINGS.  These are held on the 4
th
 Wednesday of each month, except in  

November and December - to avoid conflicts with the holidays.  The July 23rd  dinner (at 6:30) and meeting were  
originally scheduled to be held at the Butcher Block Restaurant at Stephens City.  Because of some conflicts with use 
of the restaurant’s private dining facility, a replacement site for the Club is under investigation and will be announced  
before July 23.  However, the August 28 dinner/meeting will revert to the lodge in Woodstock with the usual dinner at 
6:30 and meeting to follow.  RESERVATIONS are required. 
 

To make reservations or for additional information, contact either:  Ill. Walter Downs (703-768-7903;  
walterdowns@verizon.net); Ill. David Smith (703-866-0345; dhsmith33@gmail.com; or Ill. David Morris (703-998-9044; 
secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org).  

mailto:jim.mowry@yahoo.com
mailto:pnresq@aol.com


 

 

A Report on the 2014 Scottish Rite Regional Workshops 
   A.J. Fasano, 32°, Neil Marple, KCCH, Philip Rhodes, KCCH, Ill. Dave Morris, 33°,  
   and Ill. Ed Cohen, 33° 

 

This year the Scottish Rite is having some great conferences.  In addition to the annual Spring Workshop in 
Richmond and the Scottish Rite Conference hosted by one of the eight Valleys in the Orient of Virginia in the 
fall, there are two important Southern Jurisdiction events to keep in mind.  There is in the odd years, the  
biennial session of the Supreme Council in Washington, DC; and, in the even years, regional leadership  
conferences sponsored by the Supreme Council.  This year there were three such conferences:  one in  
Portland, Oregon, on 14-15 March, one in Biloxi, Mississippi, on 28- 29 March, and the third, the one closest 
to us, in Williamsburg, Virginia, on 11-12 April. 
 

There tends to be a lot of hype about these conferences, which we sometimes tend to discount, but the  
Williamsburg conference really lived up to its advance billing.  It was terrific.   
 

The title of the conference, “Engaging Brethren/Gauging Progress,” hinted at the 
difference.  Rather than listening to a number of speeches, we had a series of  
discussions broadly centered on three topics.  The first focused on “The Reunion 
Experience,” the second “After the Reunion,” and the third called “Excellence in  
the Details” addressed the Degrees themselves, Masonic Education, and tools to 
engage the Brethren.  The whole point was to generate a bottom-up assessment 
as to how well we were doing, and to generate ideas, again from the Valleys,  
rather than from the Supreme Council leadership, about how to make the Scottish Rite experience better.   
 

Our Sovereign Grand Inspector General, Ill. Jim Cole, did a great job as the Conference moderator.  Each 
topic was introduced to the entire group in an auditorium session lasting less than 30 minutes, and featuring 
an interesting, thoughtful, and yes, a provocative speaker.  We then divided into 11 breakout groups and 
spent an hour in a free-ranging discussion of the topic.  We heard about experiences, successes, and  
problems from the perspective of quite of number of different Valleys in many different Orients – some big, 
some small, some very successful, and some less so.  Then, after a networking break, we went back to the 
auditorium to hear a report from each of the groups and from other Brothers who had an idea or comment to 
share.  These ideas were recorded on a large screen by the Supreme Council staff and later made available 
to the attendees and put on the Supreme Council’s Freemasons Network.   
 

Each conference was successful; in fact, so successful that a number of the Brethren who had gone to the 
Portland Conference invested their time and money to attend the Biloxi Conference.  Moreover, a number of 
Brethren who had attended the Biloxi and Portland Conferences came to Williamsburg.  And the  
momentum increased at each conference, at least as measured by the number of ideas generated – 96 at 
Portland, 99 at Biloxi, and 185 at Williamsburg.   
 

At the completion of the three sessions, one on Friday and two on Saturday, the conference ended with an 
informal talk by Ill. Ronald Seale, our Sovereign Grand Commander.  The opportunity to listen to him was 
worth the cost of the weekend, but it came on top of a great deal of shared knowledge and insight, which will 
have an impact on our Valley as well as the other Valleys in attendance. 
 

So what was the takeaway?  At one level, your Alexandria delegation was heartened to hear that a number 
of the ideas that others brought forth are things we already are doing.  These include:   
 

 Having mentors for the class, providing the class with education about the Rite during and after the  
Reunion, providing the class with informational packages at the end of the Reunion, using the new Pike 
degrees, having continued education about the degrees at Valley meetings, actively promoting the  
Master Craftsman program, and having a Valley Master Craftsman study program. 

 Discussing potential opportunities in the Valley at the Reunion and posting a list of job vacancies, and 
assigning new members to a degree or having a class take on a new degree. 

 Creating a Knights of Saint Andrew program in the Valley, establishing Scottish Rite clubs for members 
located at some distance from the Valley temple, and participating in the Celebrate the Craft webcasts. 

 Providing new members with a contact list for all the members of the class, as well as a number of other 
Valley members; publishing an annual calendar of Valley events; and using group emails, the Valley 
website, and regular mail to maintain more effective communication with members. 

 Improving programs at meetings, inviting outside speakers, and having most of the meeting focused on 
Masonic education rather than administrative matters.                   (Continued on Page 10.) 
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From the Secretary’s Desk 
 Ill. David C. Morris, 33º  -   
General Secretary of all Four Bodies 
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Was it chance, one 'eve, that I met 
A gent who shared my train, 
Which Eastward hurtled in darkness, 
Way 'cross the Western plain? 
 

In vested suit, with whiskers, 
Long white with years achieved 
Reclined, entranced, at first, 
When, 'a sudden, he made slight heave. 
 

O nuisance, I then thought it was 
Given the burdens I did bear, 
An unquiet mind, further tempest-toss’d, 
By distraction presented there. 
 

But, then! a glance made plain, 
His overture I should give heed 
Dare'st he hold some Secret, 
It there at once did seem? 
 

"I know, and see thou carry'st grief" 
He said, "still, pardon if I may?, 
Give unbid counsel to a stranger, 
As, I was once the same." 
 

"Pull close", he winked then grinned, 
With features clear and kind, 
"Know ye, of the Point and Circle?" 
And the Quarry of the Mind?" 
 

Then, for hours, I sat still rapt, 
While the train made stops by town, 
And I learned amazed of a "building trade", 
That the ancients had be-found. 
 

I learned my burdens were self-induced, 
That tools, through Symbol provided, 
The means to erase my miseries 
And my hopes and fears, divided. 
 

I learned that the old gent's tribe, 
Dated to a hoary, distant past 
Yet, legions still dwelled among us, 
Holding guard, their Secrets fast 
 

Thro’ long the night, I asked him more 
Than dids’t not think I should, 
Yet, full rein he gave, and answered 
By Riddles – This, so that I would, 
 

Implore he guide me to the path, 
That hearty Fellows chose. 
At length, then placed he in my palm, 
Three stones and said, "Now those, 
 

"Are Steps, and three is key 
Of the way could be thy Future 
Indeed, the Past and Present as well, 
By Degrees, we learn our nature" 
 

"Take one per time, concern it well, 
Only then bring forth the other, 
The third, in time, and it Sublime 
Full circle, makes us Brother" 

And upon my teacher's aged hand 
Barely notice'd due to wear 
I glanced, a ring, with symbol centered 
It 'twas a Mason's square! 
 

“Kin to all, who keep the ken, 
Who work within the halls 
Of lodge, of self, Interiora Vide 
And grim Death dare to fall” 
 

I moved to ever thank the gent, 
For my new, mysterious charge 
But whens’t glancing at the gems he gave 
He disappeared from within the car 
 

I did not know yet what to make, 
Of the spectacle I then had seen 
Perhaps it was my next Full step 
But then, perhaps a dream. 
 

Once daybreak came, and the sun full bore 
Bathed the City from above, 
From the train I alighted, and strode afresh 
Due East with new found Love. 
 

A fortnight since, in Temple joined, 
As my hoodwink was taken down, 
Lo!  Spied I there!  In the Master’s Chair, 
My train sage sitting crowned! 

Eastbound Night   
  Kerry D. Kirk, Alexandria-Washington Lodge # 22 (written 2010) 

SPRING 2014 REUNION CLASS 
Your rings, patents, caps & boxes, that you  
ordered, should be in by our July 11th Stated  
meeting. 
 

Reunion Class Members – Previous years 
I still have a few of you, who have not picked up your order.   

If you are out of the area, please let me know. 
 

KNIGHTS OF ST. ANDREW NOW FORMING 
Open to all 32° Masons in our Valley. Please contact Brother 
Jim Mowry at; jim.mowry@yahoo.com or call 703-407-3796. 
(See article on page 7.) 
 

ALEXANDRIA VALLEY – GLASS SCHOLARSHIPS 
The Alexandria Valley presented our First annual Glass  
Scholarships Awards to six deserving students; they are: 
 

Misha Caputo – Lee High School – Springfield 

Zainab Kamara - JEB Stuart HS – Falls Church 

Yanna Kelley - JEB Stuart HS – Falls Church 

Samantha King - Broadlands HS - Ashburn 

Nancy Pham - Falls Church HS – Falls Church 

Elizabeth Wilcox - Fauquier HS – Warrenton 
 

Thanks to the Scholarship Committee, Howard Sobel, KCCH,  
Chairman, and Neil Marple, KCCH, for their work in making this 
all happen. 

mailto:jim.mowry@yahoo.com


 

 

A Report on the 2014 Scottish Rite Regional Workshops 
                   (Continued from Page 8.) 
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 Holding dinners for members and spouses, and using round rather than long tables to facilitate  
conversation and fellowship at dinners. 

 Having a Lodge Ambassador program to promote engagement with the Blue Lodges; establishing  
retention, outreach, and member development committees. 

 Setting certain goals within the Valley, and then once these are achieved setting new goals. 
 

In sum, looking across the Southern Jurisdiction, the Alexandria Valley compares favorably with other Valleys 
in the Southern Jurisdiction.  Where we need to pick up the pace is in encouraging more of our Brethren to 
participate and in increasing the size of our Reunion classes.   
 

But, there also were quite a number of ideas that we might want to consider.  These include:   
 

 Finding ways to encourage more members to come to Reunions to support the class, encouraging  
petition signers to attend the Reunion with their candidate, and perhaps having special year class  
Reunions similar to High School and College Reunions. 

 Having a class to coach us on dramatic skills to improve our proficiency in acting and memorization, 
drafting better scripts to communicate the degrees we do not confer, and expanding our Reunion 
Booklets to provide a synopsis of each degree in addition to the cast list. 

 Having the class and Reunion attendees vote on the best degree and best performance and have a 
new set of Reunion awards to be presented by the Spring and Fall Class at our January award dinner 
or at a special Reunion cast and class dinner. 

 Having more Lodges, the Scottish Rite clubs, and other Masonic bodies take responsibility for one of 
the degrees conferred at the Reunion, and creating a traveling Lodge within the Valley to bring  
meetings and degrees to reach Brethren living at some distance from the Temple. 

 Creating a podcast or other educational program on each degree accessible to our members on line. 

 Writing job descriptions for each Valley officer, having Committee Chairs meet with the Reunion class 
to discuss opportunities available in the Valley, creating a community project for each Reunion class, 
and implementing a Knight of the Double Eagle incentive program with points awarded for  
participation. 

 Having a formal 14° ring and 32° capping ceremony, and presenting the Scottish Rite patent to the new 
members in their Blue Lodges. 

 Finding ways to involve our Ladies more in Scottish Rite activities and events, and having catered 
gourmet dinners both at our special events and to attract more of the Brethren to our other dinners. 

 Getting permission to put on one of our degrees for the ladies and or at an event open to non-Scottish 
Rite Masons; finding a way to reinstitute our annual tour of the House of the Temple for our new  
Scottish Rite Masons, their wives, families, and other Brethren who would like to attend; and exploring 
child care services at Reunions and other meetings. 

 Making better use of social media for outreach to the community, to non-Scottish Rite Masons, and  
to our members, holding Robert Burns dinners and Table Lodges, and increasing our outreach to our 
military veterans. 

 Increasing opportunities to purchase Scottish Rite books, apparel, jewelry, and other items at our  
Alexandria Temple or on our website using a credit card or PayPal, and similarly being able to pay 
dues, purchase life memberships, or contribute to our charities through monthly payments. 

 

There are only some of the ideas that were generated.  We will begin to discuss these various ideas at our 
Executive Council meeting in July, bring those that seem promising to the Valley meeting for further  
discussion by the membership, and then implement those that make sense for our Valley.   
 

Of course, the whole point of these conferences and our Executive Council meetings is to stimulate thinking.  
We are sure there are many other ideas that you have that we should be considering.  We hope you will bring 
those ideas forward in July or at any other time.  There is no deadline for good ideas – we assure you they 
are valued throughout the year  



 

 

The Scottish Rite Conference in Virginia Beach in September 
    Ill. William “Larry” Alexander, 33°  —  Conference Vice President from Alexandria  

Make your plans now to attend the 2014 Virginia Scottish Rite  
Conference on Friday and Saturday, September 26 & 27, at the  
Holiday Inn Greenwich Road, Virginia Beach. The Conference, 
hosted by the Norfolk Valley, provides another great opportunity to 
learn more about the work of the Rite and the Valleys of the Orient of 
Virginia. Contact our Valley Secretary, Ill. Dave Morris, for registration 
and room reservation information. 
 

There is a golf outing on Thursday September 25
 
at the Cypress Point 

Golf Course.  Tee off is at 1 p.m., both teams and individuals are welcome.  
 

Conference registration opens at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, September 26.  The Norfolk Valley will pro-
vide lunch from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Hospitality Room L.  
 

Friday’s exciting Educational Programs will be presented by Ill. Sean Graystone, Superintendent of 
the House of the Temple, and Ill. Bill Sizemore.  These two hour-long presentations are from 1:30 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Beginning at 3:30 p.m. will be a series of meetings for the Foundation Directors, 
for the Conference President & VPs, and for the Personal Representatives, Valley Secretaries and 
Treasurers begin.  There also will be a meeting for the Knights of St. Andrew – of particular  
importance for our newly forming Clan.  Then in the evening there will be a banquet beginning at 
6:00 p.m. followed by socializing at the various Valley hospitality suites. 
 

The Conference and Foundation business sessions will be held on Saturday, September 27,  
beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Following the meetings and lunch, the Norfolk Valley will exemplify the 7

th
  

Degree.  In the evening there will be a second banquet, again beginning at 6pm with  
desert and social time in the hospitality suites – and this is when the Alexandria Valley will again 
host its famous ice cream sundae social. 
 

On Saturday there also is a Ladies Brunch at 10:30 a.m., with a short program followed by the  
judging of the decorated Hats & Scarves and presentation of awards.  For any Ladies who wish to 
go shopping, shuttle vans will provide service to and from the Hotel to the “Tide” Light Rail Train  
that goes into downtown Norfolk. 
 

The Norfolk Valley will provide breakfast Sunday, September 28, 2014, from 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 
in Hospitality Room L. 
 

Notes: NO HATS are worn and dress is casual for the educational sessions, Friday meetings,  
degree exemplification and hospitality rooms.  A coat and tie or suit is appropriate for Conference 
and Foundation meetings and the Friday Banquet.  Please wear a dark suit for the Saturday  
Banquet. 
 

I hope to see a large contingent from Alexandria. 
 

Sincerely and fraternally,  
 

 

Ill. Wm. Larry Alexander, 33° 
Vice President, Valley of Alexandria 
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this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,  
unless otherwise indicated.  
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THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED 
 Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our 
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our 
ultimate goal.  

ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°  
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 
JULY 2014 
 
July 4  —  INDEPENCE DAY 
 
July 10  - 7:00 p.m. 
Alexandria S.R. 
Master Craftsman 1 Study Group 
 
July 11 – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
(Lodge of Perfection) 
 
July 15  -  9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
James Madison University  - Visit 
Childhood Learning Development 
with Luncheon 
 
July 23 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
(Meets at TBD  -  see Page 7.) 
 
July 26 – 11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Annual Valley Picnic  
Joint event with KENA Shrine 
Grounds of KENA Shrine Center 
 

AUGUST 2014 
 
August 7 - 7:00 p.m. 
Master Craftsman 1 Study Group 

 
August 8 – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
(Lodge of Perfection) 

 
August 16  - 4:00 p.m. 
Blue Lodge Night 
Master Mason Degree 
Dinner Free with Ticket 

 
August 28 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
(Meets in Woodstock) 
(Reservations required by August 21st) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2014 

September 1  -- LABOR DAY 
 
September 12 – 6:30 p.m. 
Pre-meeting Dinner 
(Reservations by September 9) 
Valley Meeting — 7:30 p.m. 
(Consistory, & Lodge of Perfection) 

 
September 15 – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting—Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
September 24 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
(Meets at TBD  -  see Page 7.) 
 

September 26  &  27 
Virginia Scottish Rite Conference 
Host  -  Valley of Norfolk 
Virginia Beach, VA 

 

CHECK NEW CLUB  

INFORMATION on Page 7. 
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Update your calendars 
don’t miss these events! 


