
 

 

 

We are starting a brand new year in the Alexandria Scottish Rite with a cadre of dedicated officers 

who are excited to make 2014 a great year for the Valley, and we want each of you to share in that 

excitement and get more involved.   
 

This is the year that we will be ratcheting up our scholarship program as a result of the generosity 

of the Glass family.  This is the year we will be making important changes to our Valley’s  

educational program, and expanding our Valley’s Masonic library.  This is the year we will be  

enhancing our Valley website.  This is the year we will be upgrading the sound system and making 

other improvements for our Reunions.  And this is the year that we will be making significant  

renovations to our building.  But I really hope that this also is the year when you go beyond being 

a dues card carrying member and become a more active member.   
 

In addition to our mission as the “University of Freemasonry” to further Masonic education and, thus, help us to  

incorporate Masonic philosophy into our daily lives, the Scottish Rite has a second mission.  This is to be relevant in our 

community as Masons have been relevant at strategic moments in the past.   
 

This is not easy, but it is important, for it is what we care about that defines us as a moral person.  Of course, there are so 

many things to tug at our heartstrings that we begin to suffer from what has been called “donor fatigue.”  That is to say, 

we see one beggar and we are moved to help.  We see thousands, and we look away.  We read about a person trapped in a 

well, the story goes viral on the internet, and we all are at the edge of our seats waiting to see how the rescue works out, 

but many thousands are hurt in a storm, or die in a famine, and our interest wanes.   
 

Well, I guess this is just how we are wired.  We understand that realistically, we cannot solve all problems.  And this is all 

right, so long as the realization that we cannot do everything and help everyone does not so overwhelm us that we begin 

to imagine that we cannot do anything or help anyone, and we end up doing nothing.   
 

Even when we are motivated, too often we have trouble translating our concern into action.  Indeed, there is a phrase 

which describes our tendency toward inaction – “we admire the problem” – that is we think about what needs to be done, 

we talk about what needs to be done, we may even go so far as to form a committee, but we don’t seem to be able to do 

anything about the issue.   
 

The answer is not to try to solve all problems, or try to bring relief to everyone in all situations, but to focus our attention 

on something within our grasp.  And in this way, if each of us does our share, the results can be quite impressive.  It only 

takes each of us doing a little for us together to accomplish quite a lot.   
 

In our Valley we have an outward focus on our youth.  We help children with language and speech disorders through  

our RiteCare program.  We help our youth with their education through our scholarship programs.  We encourage their 

teachers through our Outstanding Teacher Award program.  And we encourage good citizenship and Americanism 

through our ROTC and JROTC award programs.  We also focus on our community through our Community Award 

Recognition program.  (Continued on Page 2.) 
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We have a more inward looking focus as well, helping our Brethren through the Almoner’s Fund, and helping to  

support the restoration of that iconic Masonic Building in our nation’s capitol – the House of the Temple.   
 

Sometimes we stand back because the problems seem so great that we cannot possibly make a difference, and  

certainly the RiteCare need is huge and the $97 million restoration project is not small either.  Most of us do not have 

the financial ability to endow a medical center, or give a million dollars to any of the projects listed above, but we each 

have a role to play according to our ability.  That role may be small or it may be large, but what gives meaning to our 

life, is that we are not AWOL when the call comes, but do our best and play our part.  If we cannot make a big  

difference; why not make a small difference.   
 

I know how easy it is to take off your tie, kick off your shoes, and turn on the computer or TV rather than to come  

o a Valley meeting or to a dinner to honor our Teachers, or even our Ladies, or to take the time to support a Friends  

and Family auction to help our kids through our childhood language charities.  But there are many opportunities for you 

to join with us to help our Valley and to help our community.  You can write an article for our Alexandria Scottish Rite 

Bulletin, present a program at a meeting, add content to our website, help at our Reunions, or simply attend and support 

the class.  You can serve on a Committee or be an officer in one of the four Bodies, and you can help us in our  

charitable endeavors.  Best of all, there is the fellowship you will enjoy and the friendships you will develop.  There is 

the fulfillment you will get from improving yourself in Masonry and the satisfaction you will feel by working on our 

community and charitable projects.  In sum, there is so much good you can accomplish working together with your 

Scottish Rite Brethren.   
 

Last year we lost a number of Brethren who did so much for our Valley, but their examples continue to be an  

inspiration to me, and I think to you as well.  We need to step in behind them and continue their great work.  And so, 

given the need and all of these opportunities, I hope you will join with me this year to improve our Valley, to help us  

to help where we can, and to make Scottish Rite Freemasonry just that much more relevant in our community.   
 

Sincerely and fraternally,  
 

Ed Cohen 

 

One of the major events that shaped modern Freemasonry occurred on 17 July 1751 with the formation of the “Grand 

Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England, according to the Old Constitutions.”  Some Masons, mostly Irish, and 

some Lodges had grown dissatisfied with the government of the premier Grand Lodge and resolved to form their own 

Grand Lodge.  The Turk’s Head Tavern on Greek St., Soho, London, was the site where representatives of five Lodges 

met to create a rival Grand Lodge. 
 

In what must be one of history’s greatest marketing moves, the young upstart organization claimed the premier 

Grand Lodge had altered some of the fundamental traditions and thus was “modern” in its operations.  The new group 

maintained that they adhered to the ancient landmarks and thus were “ancient” in their workings. In this way was born 

the “Ancient-Modern dispute” of Masonry, a rivalry that lasted some sixty years until the creation of the United Grand 

Lodge of England in 1813.  (Continued on Page 3.) 
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   Ill. S. Brent Morris, 33°, GC 

The feature article this month, by Ill. Brent Morris, 33° GC presents an interesting slice of Masonic history.  It puts 

in perspective how minor ritual differences can sometimes divide us, but in the end the larger concerns of Masonic 

brotherhood prevail.  We know that harmony is the strength of all institutions and we can be justly proud as Virginia 

Masons how all of the Appendant bodies get along with each other, and are united in their support of our Grand Master 

and Grand Lodge.   



The two Grand Lodges both ignored and condemned each other and passed regulations forbidding inter-visitation.  

Eventually the Royal Arch Degree became one of the defining differences between the two sides, though there seemed 

to be little concern about the “Fourth Degree” when the rivalry started; it was only “in the latter part of the 18th  

century, as the possibility of a union was beginning to become apparent, [that] Royal Arch activity increased and began 

to take a greater significance.”1 
 

Ancient and Modern Masons were forbidden by their respective Grand Lodges to have Masonic communications 

with each other.  This prohibition was better observed in London but often ignored in the provinces.  In the American 

colonies, Masons had difficulty embracing the Ancients-Moderns dispute with the enthusiasm of their Grand Lodges.  

There were indeed Ancient and Modern American Lodges and Grand Lodges, and they often denied recognition to each 

other.  However, except in South Carolina, this denial was seldom vigorous and often honored in the breach.  It was as 

if the American Ancients and Moderns knew they weren’t supposed to like each other, but they weren’t really sure 

why.  This polite confusion is illustrated by the by-laws of “The Lodge” at Joppa, Maryland.2 
 

Joppa [Maryland] November 21st diem A.D. 1765, A.L. 5765 A.M. 5768. 

Therefore by and with Consent of the Right Worshipfull Worshipfull Master and the Right  

Worshipfull Wardens and other Worshipfull Officers and Brethren of this Lodge and of the  

Worshipfull Officers and Brethren of this Lodge be It Enacted and it is hereby Enacted that the  

following Articles be Laws fundamental for the use of this Lodge only subject as by our Warrant 

Specified. 
 

14th [of 24]. That none who hath been admitted in any Modern Lodge shall be Admitted as a  

Member of this Lodge without taking the respective Obligations Peculiar to ancient Masons.3 
 

The Lodge at Joppa certainly did not want any Moderns joining them, but they seem to have made a small  

oversight when they obtained their charter: they were No. 346 on the rolls of the Grand Lodge of Moderns, not the  

Ancients!  Their warrant was granted on 8 August 1765, three months before they adopted their by-laws.  They were 

subsequently renumbered by the Grand Lodge of Moderns: No. 286 in 1770; No. 228 in 1780; No. 229 in 1781, and 

No. 195 in 1792.  There are no records of this Lodge in the Library and Museum of Freemasonry, London, and the 

Grand Lodge of Maryland has a single minute book with a copy of the warrant and by-laws and the records of fifteen 

meetings from 21 November 1765 to 18 July 1766.  No returns were made after 1781, though the Lodge was kept on 

the English Register until 1813. 4 
 

 The absence of returns after 1781 is understandable because that is when The Lodge discovered that it had a  

Modern warrant.  This is described in their petition of 4 January 1782 to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.   

Bro. William Allender and others explained they have for these Sixteen Years past met and Assembled together as free 

Masons: under a Warrant granted in the Year 1765 to the Rev. Samuel Howard, by a Grand Lodge in London; and have 

always conducted ourselves agreeable to the orders and Instructions given with said Warrant, not knowing but what we 

were sufficiently qualified to be admitted into any Lodge of Masons throughout the Globe, till very lately we were  

informed otherwise by some of the Brethren in Baltimore: yet doubting we agreed and sent the Warrant by  

Bro. Robert Moore of Baltimore to your Right Worshipful Grand Lodge; for full Satisfaction on the return of the  

Warrant which you assured us was Modern….5 
 

On 1 February 1782, less than a month later, the Lodge obtained charter No. 35 from the Grand Lodge of  

Pennsylvania, an Ancient Grand Lodge.  (Pennsylvania, by the way, may be the only grand jurisdiction still working 

unadulterated pre-1813 Ancient ritual.)  It is interesting to note that the petition was made during the waning years of 

the American War of Independence, but the Maryland Brethren were not concerned about the changing political  

loyalties of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.  
 

When the British occupied Philadelphia, the loyalist Masons ran the Grand Lodge.  Among their actions was the…

chartering of a military lodge in the British Seventeenth Regiment of Foot.  When the British departed Philadelphia in 

1778, the patriot Masons resumed control.  They did not revoke the actions of their loyalist predecessors, but by 1782 

they had issued seven military warrants to American units.  Thus it was possible for Masons from different  

Pennsylvania Lodges to face each other on opposite sides of a battlefield.6   
(Continued on Page 4.) 
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The Lodge at Joppa, Maryland—An Ancient Modern Lodge 
    Ill. S. Brent Morris, 33°, GC                                              (Continued from page 3.) 

We don’t know what happened to the Lodge at Joppa, as there are no other records extant.  The Pennsylvania Committee 

on the state of the Country Lodges reported to the Grand Lodge on 16 October 1809, “No. 35, Joppa, Harford County, 

Maryland.  Granted 1st February, 1782.   Ceased long since.  No Returns.  Nothing paid.”7 
 

Our Ancient Maryland Brethren were particularly scrupulous to avoid any taint of “Modernity.” Similar  

thoroughness was seen in South Carolina where the rival Grand Lodges there did not merge until 1817, four years after 

the formation of the UGLE.  However, brotherly love, or at least polite confusion, seemed to prevail elsewhere. 
 

In 1761 the Modern Provincial Grand Lodge of Massachusetts voted to prohibit its members from attending the  

Ancient Lodge of St. Andrew (which eventually received its charter from Scotland), even though a list of St. Andrew’s 

members shows fifteen were made Masons in the Modern Grand Lodge.  A dozen years later in 1773, St. John’s  

Grand Lodge voted to allow visitors from St. Andrew’s Lodge and their Provincial Grand Lodge. This legislative fiat 

effectively ended the Ancients-Moderns dispute in Massachusetts, and is typical of how the dispute was settled  

throughout the states.8 
 

Endnotes: 

 
1 Yasha Beresiner, “Royal Arch: The Fourth Degree of the Grand Lodge of the Antients,” Heredom, vol. 8 (1999-2000), p. 28. 
2 S. Brent Morris, “The Polite Revolution: The Formation of American Grand Lodges, 1777-1806,” Ars  

Quatuor Coronatorum, vol. 116 (2003), p.68. 
3 Edward T. Schultz, History of Freemasonry in Maryland of All the Rites introduced into Maryland, from the  

Earliest Time to the Present, 4 vols. (Baltimore: J. H. Mediary, 1884), vol. 1, pp. 34-39, 51. 
4 John Lane, Masonic Records: 1717-1886 (London: George Kenning, 1886), p.97. 
5 Petition of Wm. Allendar and others for a Warrant dated Jan. 4, 1782. Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania Library  

and Museum Archives, MSS Book “O”. 
6 Morris, “Polite Revolution,” p. 72. 
7 Joshua L. Lyte, Reprint of the Minutes of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Pennsylvania,  

12 vols. (Philadelphia: Grand Lodge, 1896), vol. 1, pp. 413, 417. 
8 Morris, “Polite Revolution,” p. 68. 
 

 First of all, I would like to congratulate Jason Lotz and his officers for a very successful year and thank all of you 

for electing me the Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection for 2014.  Beginning a new year is always challenging 

and exciting.  As you know, we have planned out the year in hopes of improving the programs that we have scheduled.  

We have combined certain programs in hopes of being more efficient, as evidenced by combining our Awards Night and 

the Installation of officers in January.   
 

 I would focus on three key aspects: participation, efficiency and cooperation, and membership.   
 

 In the Personal Representative’s message was a reminder that there are many ways you can participate 

in our Valley activities.  To see just how many possibilities there are go to the “member only” section on 

our website [alexandriascottishrite.org] and then to the Membership Development Committee page and 

click on the large red and white Help Wanted link.  Ill. Norm Hoff, the Chairman of this Committee has 

five pages listing open positions on Degree Casts, Reunion Support Teams, Committees and other  

supporting activities such as Program Speakers at both our Valley meetings and with our Speaker’s Bureau visits to our 

Symbolic Lodges.  Additionally, instructors are needed to augment our current teachers for the Officer, Member and 

Candidate training sessions.  A point of contact is shown for each of the positions and you are encouraged to make  

contact to volunteer or to find out more.  There are jobs to fit virtually every cable-tow.  The list will change frequently 

as needs are filled and new ones are identified, so check back often. Get involved and enjoy your Scottish Rite  

experience even more.   
 

 As in previous positions of leadership, I have always tried to make the organization more efficient and leave it  

better than when I came aboard.  I don’t have all of the answers and am always open to your suggestions.  Please do not 

hesitate to bring them forth to me or any officer of the Lodge of Perfection. I also would note that all four Bodies work 

as a team, and the Lodge of Perfection will work closely with the other three bodies of the Scottish Rite and support 

them in their endeavors.  (Continued on page 5.) 
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Brother Webber was born in Belfast, Maine.  He graduated from the Maine Maritime  

Academy in 1960 with a B.S. in Marine Engineering and was commissioned an Ensign, USNR 

and received his U. S. Merchant Marine License as Third Assistant Engineer, Steam and  

Diesel.  He received his Diploma from the Naval War College in 1989 and his Master’s  

Degree in Business Economics and Public Policy from The George Washington University in 1995.    
 

Brother Webber served in the U.S. Merchant Marine and in Vietnam with the Military Sealift Command and  

later in the US Naval Reserve as Training Officer, Executive Officer, and Commanding Officer of a Naval Control of 

Shipping Unit and of two Military Sealift Command Units.  He was recalled to active duty for Desert Shield/Desert 

Storm and served as the Command’s Liaison to the Chief of Naval Operations, working as the Naval Control of  

Shipping Officer and on the CNO’s Crisis Action Team.  He was detached as Special Assistant for Engineering to  

Commander, Military Sealift Command to assist in getting 106 ships out of Europe during December 1990, with  

supplies going to the Persian Gulf.  He then returned to the Military Sealift Command reporting directly to the  

Commander, and serving as the Director of Reserve Programs, with 9,500 naval reservists under his command.  He was 

released from active duty in January of 1992 and retired from the Navy with the rank of Captain in May of that year.  

His decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal with gold star, the Navy Commendation Medal with gold star, 

the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, and the Meritorious Unit Commendation Ribbon.  In addition to this, he received 

the Southwest Asia Medal, the Kuwait Liberation Medal, and the Saudi Arabian Medal.   
 

Brother Webber’s extensive private sector experience included work with Pratt & Whitney Aircraft as an  

Applications Engineer, with General Dynamics/Quincy Shipbuilding Division as a Design Engineer and later Chief of 

Marine Engineering, with Avondale Shipyards as Chief Mechanical Engineer, and with Todd Pacific Shipyards where 

he participated in the design of the Arleigh Burke Class Destroyers and was Technical Manager Liaison with the Navy 

in their Fast Frigate Program.  He went on to work with a number of other companies as a program and project manager 

where his reputation and expertise allowed him to work on a number of cutting edge problems for the Navy.   
 

 He was active with the American Legion serving in a number of post and departmental offices. Among his other 

myriad activities, he was a Trustee for Bankruptcy at the U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C.; Past Cherry Blossom 

Festival Parade Chairman-National Conference of State Societies of D. C., Inc.; Secretary Treasurer, of the Capitol Hill 

Executive Service Club; Past Vice President Northeast Area National Management Association; Past Director, National 

Management Association; Past President, National Council, Maritime Alumni Academies; and Past President and Past 

State Director of Cohasset Jaycees – and the list goes on and on.  He is a Grand Officer of the Sovereign Military Order 

of the Temple of Jerusalem, and Knight, Saint John’s Hospitallers Order of Jerusalem.  (Continued on Page 6.) 
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Venerable Master’s Message   (Continued from page 4.) 
   Kent S. Webber, KCCH, Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection 

 Finally, a primary goal is to increase membership.  This is important since we are not immortal and we need new 

members to join the Valley.  You and I are the best recruiters and I know that you have friends in the several Blue 

Lodges, Royal Arch Masons, Commandery, and Shrine, and who may be interested in joining the Alexandria Valley.  

So approach them and ask them to join.  I know that you can make this happen. 
 

 Recently I met a young 1st Lieutenant, who has just returned from Afghanistan, he was injured by an IED which 

wounded ten of his men.  He lost both of his legs below the knees and was evacuated to Walter Reed Medical Center.  

He was 23 years old and a football player at his high school and college.  After going through 20 some operations, he 

now goes around the country speaking to different groups.  The thing that impressed me the most was his attitude 

through all of this.  Attitude is important in everything we do, remember to keep it positive and we will succeed. 
 

 I am looking for a great year working with the three other Bodies in the Scottish Rite and look forward to being 

with you throughout the year. 
 

Fraternally,  
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 Brother Webber’s Masonic involvement began in 1954 when he became a DeMolay in Lafayette Chapter,  

Lafayette, R.I.  He is a Past Master Councilor, and Representative DeMolay.  He became a Master Mason in 2005 in  

Alexandria-Washington Lodge No. 22, where he is a Life Member in Perpetuity and Chairman, Board of Trustees.  He 

also joined Andrew Jackson Lodge #120 where he is the Treasurer.  He was awarded the coveted Daniel Carter Beard 

Masonic Scouter Award jointly by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and the Grand Lodge of Virginia, for his work with 

the Boy Scouts of America. 
 

 He is a Past High Priest of Mount Vernon Royal Arch Chapter No. 14, and currently serving as King.  He is Past 

Treasurer of Old Dominion Chapter #11, Knights Templar and currently, Captain General.  He is a Past President of Old 

Dominion Chapter # 364 National Sojourners, and Past Commander, Heroes of ’76 Light Horse Harry Lee Encampment.  

He is a National Trustee of the National Sojourners, and currently Chairman of the Investment Committee.  He is serving 

his third term as a member of the Board of Directors of the Collingwood Library and Museum on Americanism located 

in Alexandria, Virginia.  He was Vice President of Administration, and Treasurer, and currently is the President of the 

Board of Directors.  He is a Past Commander, Legion of Honor, and currently serving as the Colonel of Units at Kena 

Shrine.  
 

 Brother Webber joined the Alexandria Scottish Rite in 2006 and is a life member.  He is the Degree Master of the 

24th Degree and received the rank and decoration of Knight Commander Court of Honour in 2011 and was elected  

Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection in November 2013.  

Based upon recommendations received from the membership, the Executive Committee 

selected the following members to receive awards   
 

We hope you and your lady will join us and show your appreciation for our awardees at our annual 

Awards Dinner on Friday, January 10, 2014, at 6:00 p.m.  We will have our installation of officers 

for 2014 after the dinner and then have a very brief meeting.   
 

We selected five Brethren to receive the Certificate of Appreciation for notable work in 2013.  In 

alphabetical order they are:  
 

Brother William J. Baumbach, II, 32° for his behind-the-scenes work on a number of projects to upgrade our wi-fi and  

computer system.  He has refused to accept compensation for his many hours of work on behalf of the Valley.   
 

Paul R. Evancoe, KCCH for outstanding leadership in a variety of roles, including his impressive handling of the  

Ceremony of Lights and Remembrance, his various talks at our meetings, and his articles in the Bulletin.   
 

Ill. Roger M. Firestone, 33° for his willingness, on more than one occasion and generally at the last minute, to assist  

the Valley.  One example was when after our Feast of Tishri speaker failed to arrive and Brother Firestone stepped up 

and presented a stellar program with only minutes to prepare.  In addition, he submitted a tour de force article for the  

November Bulletin.  But beyond that he continues to be a huge resource for the Valley, including at our Reunions.  
 

Ill. Michael A. Riley, 33° for his success in bringing to the Reunion the first new degree in over 40 years.  He had to 

have the settings designed, the staging determined, recruit a cast, and overcome personnel challenges when a number of 

commitments did not work out.   
 

Ill. David H. Smith, Sr., 33° for his work as editor of the ASR Bulletin.  When the previous editor relocated to Tucson, 

Dave stepped up and assumed the editorship.  Not only has he done a great job on the layout, but he helped to streamline 

the editing process so we are back on schedule and getting the Bulletin out early.  (Continued on Page 7.) 

 
 

 

Fourth Annual Alexandria Scottish Rite Awards – January 10, 2014.   
Dinner at 6:p.m., awards, then installation, then brief meeting. 



 

 

We selected eight Brethren and one of our Ladies to receive the Certificate of Merit for  

particularly meritorious longer-term service.  In alphabetical order they are:  
 

Allen D. Beckner, KCCH for taking charge of the Alexandria Valley hospitality suite at the 

past few Scottish Rite Conferences.  Although this was a team effort, the amount of work 

which he and his wife Linda do is truly amazing.   
 

We also awarded Linda S. Beckner a Valley Certificate and a restaurant certificate, so, at least 

once, she can be served, rather than serving us. 
 

Ill. Earl R. Jones, 33° for his outstanding work as the Director of Production Operations for our Reunions. 
 

Raymond L. Lambert, KCCH for building numerous stage props for our Reunions and his work in the projection 

booth. 
 

Jay E. Patterson, KCCH for his communications efforts, both by representing the Valley so well at the Supreme 

Council, and for his email notifications before all of our events.   
 

Roger W. Peak, KCCH for successfully promoting and teaching the Master Craftsman program.  It has been a labor 

of love, and he has done a spectacular job. 
 

William A. Shortt, KCCH for his many years heading the Wardrobe and Makeup function for our Reunions.  

 

Robert B. Williams, KCCH for his efforts over the years as a mainstay on the prompting team, not only doing his 

share of the work, but filling in when vacancies arose on the roster.   
 

Heber C. Willis, III, KCCH for continuing to be the driving force behind our annual Valley picnics.  He oversees all 

of the details and has ensured that each picnic ran smoothly and without a hitch.   
 

In addition, this year we selected police officers from the Cities of Alexandria and Falls Church to receive the  

Community Service Award Certificate for their work. 
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MERIT 

ACTION REQUESTED  —  Feedback on Whether to Move Our Meeting Night 

We need to hear from you! 
 

In the September-October 2013 Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin, we asked for your views as to whether we should 

move our regular Valley meeting night from the second Friday to the forth Thursday.  We considered moving from the 

Friday date because we had heard that it was inconvenient for younger Masons and those with young children and that 

we could increase attendance if we did not meet on Friday.  We picked the fourth Thursday as an alternative date  

because it caused the least number of conflicts with other Masonic bodies in our area.   
 

Thus far the reaction has been underwhelming.  We have not received a great number of votes 

to move the meeting at all, and some who did like the idea of moving the meeting from Friday 

suggested days other than the available fourth Thursday.   
 

We are raising the issue one more time in case some of you may have either missed it the first 

time, or were too busy to respond.  We will end the comment period at the end of January 

and revisit the issue at the February 14, Executive Council.  Obviously, if there is not a  

significant interest in moving the meeting day, we will not do so; if there is, we will proceed in 

the regular fashion to have a vote to determine whether the Brethren wish to change the By-laws to accommodate a  

different meeting night.    
 

Please write, call, or send an email to our Secretary to register your meeting day preference.  Our Secretary can 

be reached at 703-998-9044 or secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org.  Our mailing address is:  Alexandria Scottish 

Rite, P. O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313.  Thank you for your help regarding this matter and we look forward to 

receiving your input about this important question. 



 

 

Masonic Education in the Alexandria Valley 
   Ill. Loyd E. Davis, 33°, Chairman Committee on Education and Americanism 

Greetings Brethren: 
 

As I assume my responsibilities as Chairman of the Education and Americanism Committee, I wish to thank my  

predecessor, Illustrious Norman Hoff, 33°, for his many years of dedicated service to the Committee and for his many 

initiatives, such as the officer and member training, the procedures manual, and so much more.  My own plans for the 

Committee are at a formative stage, and I want to take some time to consult with the other members of the Committee 

and many of you, and then think through how we can build upon Ill. Norm’s initiatives. 
 

I have always thought of the Scottish Rite as the University of Freemasonry, and one way to live up to that title is to  

upgrade the educational talks at our Valley meetings.  We have begun, therefore, what I am calling “The Degrees of the 

Scottish Rite, The Rest of the Story.”  This program, which was rolled out at the September Valley meeting  

presents the underlying symbology, philosophy, and history of each of our 29 degrees.   
 

At the September meeting we discussed the Fourth Degree, Secret Master; in October, the Fifth Degree, Perfect  

Master; in November, the Sixth Degree, Intimate Secretary, and in December, the Seventh Degree, Provost and Judge.  

So far, the response of the Brethren – both the newer and the more experienced members – has been very positive.  We 

will continue the series in 2014 with another Degree at each meeting where there is not a special program to which we 

invite the ladies.  Thus, we will have these educational talks at the February, March, April, July, August, October,  

November, and December meetings.  Given our current schedule of special events, it will take us until February 2017 to 

complete the first cycle of these Degree discussions.  These presentations will only be given at our regular meetings, and 

will not be uploaded to the Alexandria Valley website, so in order to benefit from this program, you will have to attend 

our meetings.   
 

But, of course, there are other educational opportunities that are available outside of the regular meetings.  The  

first of which is the Master Craftsman course, which I hope you will consider.  As a convenience we have a stock of 

books needed for the courses, and you can sign up in the Valley – or you can go to the Supreme Council website.   

These courses not only provide additional Masonic light, but they encourage you to reach your own insights about the  

Degrees and about how Freemasonry can have a real impact on your own life.   
 

I also would note that Ill. Norm Hoff is now presenting educational programs about the Scottish Rite at each of our  

Reunions and that is an added reason for you to attend the Reunions.  In addition, I am planning to launch a “Welcome 

to the Valley of Alexandria” presentation for the candidates at our next Reunion.  You might want to join us in the  

candidate’s room to receive this presentation as well.   
 

There are many additional educational opportunities at the Alexandria Scottish Rite.  You know we are upgrading our 

Library, and you may wish to avail yourself of its growing resources.  In addition, I am considering starting a Masonic 

Book Club in the Valley which will provide an additional venue for discussion about Freemasonry in general and the 

Rite in particular.   
 

The direction we go will be responsive to your interests, and so I encourage you to drop me an email 

(loyd.e.davis@gmail.com) or give me a call (801-390-6559) and let me know your preferences.  For my part, I will  

continue this discussion, and more about the Americanism part of our portfolio, in future is-

sues of our Bulletin. 

 

 

 

 
 

My Masonic biography began when I petitioned my father's Lodge, Lafayette Lodge No. 81 

in Cincinnati, Ohio, on August 14, 1972.  Since I was an Air Force Officer stationed in  

Virginia at the time, it took a few months to contact my references and recommenders  

before being elected to receive the degrees on October 10, 1972.  Correspondence between 

the Grand Lodge of Ohio and the Grand Lodge of Virginia resulted in a letter from  

Occoquan Lodge No. 310 in Woodbridge, Virginia, requesting me to appear for initiation on 

January 15, 1973.  I was passed to the Degree of Fellowcraft on March 26, 1973, and raised to the sublime Degree of 

Master Mason on June 21, 1973.  I affiliated with Occoquan Lodge on November 12, 1973, and now am a life member 

of these two Lodges.  (Continued on Page 9.) 

Biography of Illustrious Loyd E. Davis, 33° 
   Chairman Committee on Education and Americanism 
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Biography of Illustrious Loyd E. Davis, 33° 
   Chairman Committee on Education and Americanism                                    (Continued from Page 8.) 

I received the Master of the Royal Secret Degree on October 27, 1973, in Alexandria, Virginia.  You will find our class 

picture on the dining room wall.  It’s the first class picture in color.  I’m not sure where I am in the picture because I 

don’t remember what I looked like in 1973.  I’m one of the many Brethren wearing black glasses.  I was initiated into 

the Ancient Arabic Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in a hot sands ceremony at Kena Temple in Fairfax,  

Virginia, on November 17, 1973. 
 

In 1996, my work took me to Utah, and I began my association with Utah Masonry on May 5, 1997, when I affiliated 

with Bonneville Lodge No. 31.  I was elected Secretary in 1999, Senior Warden in 2001, and Worshipful Master in 

2002, and then returned to the job of Secretary until 2008. I was appointed as Junior Grand Steward of the Grand Lodge 

of Utah by MW Robert K. McKenzie in 2003.  I served as Grand Chaplain in 2004, Grand Orator in 2005, and was 

elected as Junior Grand Warden in 2006.  I also served on the Grand Lodge Education Committee from 2003 - 2009. I 

was installed as the 134th Grand Master of Masons in Utah on January 31, 2009. 
 

Other Utah Masonic organizations include the Salt Lake York Rite Bodies where I was elected to the Bonneville  

Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine in 2006, the Utah Scottish Rite Valley of Salt Lake where I was invested a Knight 

Commander Court of Honor in 2005; served as the Commander of Kadosh in 2006; and was coroneted a 33º Inspector 

General Honorary in 2009.  I affiliated with El Kalah Temple A. A. O. N. M. S. in 2005 and served as Chaplain in 2006 

and 2008.   
 

I returned to Virginia in 2011 and re-affiliated with the Alexandria Valley.  I was appointed as Chairman of the  

Education and Americanism Committee in 2013. 
 

I am married to the former Judith Lambert.  We have three children, six grandchildren, and one great grandchild.  We 

live in Lovettsville, VA, where I am Junior Warden of Freedom Lodge No. 118, the “southern least” Lodge in  

Virginia. 
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                    2013 Fall Class Reunion 
 
Nicholas A. Bogden        Kurt L. Langenwalter 
Ethan A. Clark                Jason D. Matchett 
William J. Comeau         William J. Mowry 
Daniel J. Cook                 Scott C. Springer 
Charles D. Fansler           Samuel L. Turner 
Danaus R. Ford                Luis A. Vega 
Robert L. Graveline         Kyle A. Wannemacher  
 
                  Salve Frater   

                     (Welcome Brother) 

 recommends the following winter driving tips: 

 Avoid driving while you’re fatigued.  Getting the proper amount of rest before  

       taking on winter weather tasks reduces driving risks. 

 Never warm up a vehicle in an enclosed area, such as a garage. 

 Make certain your tires are properly inflated. 

 Never mix radial tires with other tire types. 

 Keep your gas tank at least half full to avoid gas line freeze-up. 

 If possible, avoid using your parking brake in cold, rainy and snowy weather. 

 Do not use cruise control when driving on any slippery surface (wet, ice, sand). 

 Always look and steer where you want to go. 

● Use your seat belt every time you get into your vehicle. 



 

 

From the Valley office — we wish all A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

That being said let’s think about what we can do to make 2014 a special year.  What can we do 

for our family & friends; remember, call, write, e-mail or better yet, visit them. – In short, care 

about them.  Please remember our Widows & their Family 
 

ATTENTION FALL CLASS MEMBERS:  All REUNION Items are in. 
Please pick them up — Rings, Caps, Cases, Patents, Books, Badges and Polo shirts (those who 

ordered them). 
 

The Dress for the INSTALLATION on January 10th  All Officers are requested to wear 

a Tuxedo, if not a dark blue or black suit.  DINNER at 6:00p.m.    
 

Behind the scenes - A special thanks to Neil Marple, KCCH, and Ill. David Smith, 33° for their outstanding work in 

our Valley Office; and to Ben Browning, KCCH, William “Bill” Jones, and John Aaskesson for helping to keep our 

building safe and available for use. 
 

It all about DUES 
Most of our Members have paid their 2014 dues, and we wish to 

thank you.  If you have not paid your 2014 dues, please DO so, soon.  

If there is a problem, or if you have not received a dues notice – 

please contact the Valley office  – We have a “Brand New” card for 

YOU!   If you want to pay on line, go to:  www.scottishrite.org   
 

Dinner Plan for 2014 
A onetime payment of $48.00 covers the 6 dinners before our  

monthly Valley meetings, and includes the Annual Awards Dinner  

on January 10, 2014.  I hope to see you there.   

From the Secretary’s Desk 
   Ill. David C. Morris, 33º  -  General Secretary of all Four Bodies 
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SCOTTISH RITE CLUBS 
To foster a closer connection and participation with the Alexandria Valley, Scottish Rite brethren residing in distant  
areas from the Temple sought approval to establish Scottish Rite Clubs in their geographical areas.  This was done in the 
Shenandoah Valley area in 1979, and in the Blue Ridge area in 1990.  We in the Alexandria area support these clubs by 
attending their monthly dinner/meetings, and broadening our and their friendships.  In turn, they help spread an interest 
in the Scottish Rite.  We encourage Alexandria area brethren (and their ladies) to join in on these monthly gatherings. 
 

The Blue Ridge Club’s Monday, January 20th, meeting will begin with dinner at 6:30 p.m. at the IHOP Restaurant  
in Culpeper (15271 Montanus Drive) and on February 26th, they will meet at the same time and place.   
Reservations are not required. 
 

The Shenandoah Valley Club will meet on Wednesday, January 22, 2014, at the Butcher Block Restaurant, Stephens 
City – dinner at 6:30 p.m., and a brief meeting thereafter.  Reservations are not required.  And, the Club will meet on 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 at the Lodge in Woodstock, VA.  Reservations are required.   
 

Contact either Ill. Walter Downs (703-768-7903; walterdowns@verizon.net) or Ill. David Smith (703-866-0345; 
dhsmith33@gmail.com) to make reservations or for additional information.  

http://www.scottishrite.org


 

 

ATTENTION!! 

To be voted on at the January 10th meeting. 
The Blue Ridge Scottish Rite Club at its monthly meeting on 

September 16, 2013 presented to the management of I-HOP 

Restaurant in Culpeper an award of Appreciation for providing 

a meeting place, outstanding service, and assistance to the 

Club for the 2013 year. 
 

The Blue Ridge Scottish Rite Club is a local Masonic club 

founded in 1990 under the auspices of the Alexandria Valley 

Scottish Rite. All local area Masons and their guests are  

invited to their meetings on the Third Monday of each month.  

A program of area speakers provides the club members  

insights of activities in the Culpeper area.  
 

In the attached picture from left to right are Sherri Armstrong, 

Assistant Manager, Brett Ward, Manager, Ana Diaz, Assistant 

Manager, Buddy Snoots, Club President and Darryl Evans, 

Club Secretary. 

Blue Ridge Scottish Rite Club Update 
   Darryl H. Evans, KCCH, Club Secretary 

NEW Alexandria Scottish Rite Shirt  
 

Place your order with the Secretary or Assistant Secretary.  
 

ALL ORDERS ARE PREPAID  
 

Make Check payable to:  Alexandria Scottish Rite 
 

Questions?  
Secretary:  secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org  
Telephone: 703-998-9044  
Assistant Secretary:  
dhsmith33@gmail.com  
Telephone: 703-866-0345  
 

Shirts come in the standard dress 
shirt sizes.  The order form can be 

found on the website.   
 

Your Name Here 
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Light Blue  
(Other Colors Available) 

Scottish Rite Prososed Budget for 2014    
  
CATEGORY   

Total Income $186,715.00 

Dues  $93,955.00 

Fees $7,625.00 

Rent $36,580.00 

LMIP interest $8,600.00 

Misc $14,000.00 

From Investments $25,955.00 

  

Administrative Expenses $57,180.00 

Salaries $24,000.00 

Payroll Taxes $2,500.00 

Telephone $1,680.00 

Postage and Mailing $7,000.00 

Printing $12,500.00 

Audit $4,500.00 

Miscellaneous $5,000.00 

  

Building & Operating $67,825.00 

Insurance $10,000.00 

Utilities $28,000.00 

Security $7,325.00 

Maintenance & repairs $22,500.00 

  

Philanthropic ** $1,600.00 

Education $100.00 

Teacher of the Year $1,500.00 

  

Contributions & Fees $34,010.00 

Supreme Council - Cap  $31,420.00 

Supreme Council - Candi $1,150.00 

SR Conf of VA $1,200.00 

GWMNM $240.00 

  

Dinners/Refreshments $19,200.00 

Meetings & Installation $4,250.00 

SR Conf & Workshops $3,000.00 

Feast of Tishri $250.00 

Blue Lodge Relations $400.00 

Reunions $7,600.00 

Ladies Nights $1,200.00 

Special Events - Picnic $2,500.00 

  

General Items $6,900.00 

Degrees, Robes, etc $2,000.00 

Transportation $1,200.00 

33 & KCCH investiture $500.00 

SR Conference Host $700.00 

14th degree rings $2,500.00 

  

Total Expenses $186,715.00 

** The overwhelming money for philanthropy: Scholarships, 

RiteCare and the Almoner's fund are off budget items.  



 

 

SCOTTISH RITE BULLETIN  
of the 

Valley of Alexandria 
Orient of Virginia  

Ill. David H. Smith, Sr., 33°, Editor  
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org  

All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear in 
this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,  
unless otherwise indicated.  

The Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:  
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°  

The Assistant Secretary:  
Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°  

The Treasurer:  
Oral (Neil) McNeil Marple II, KCCH  

The mailing address is:  
P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313  

Office Phone: (703) 998-9044  
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804  

The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at  
1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change of 
address, phone number or email address. This is very 
important so that you may receive The Scottish Rite 
Journal and other publications and correspondence 
without delay.  

THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED 
 Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our 
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our 
ultimate goal.  

ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander  

ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°  
Lieutenant Grand Commander  and  

SGIG in the Orient of Virginia 

ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°  
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria  

ILLUSTRIOUS WALTER SCOTT DOWNS, 33°, GC 
Secretary Emeritus  

 
ILLUSTRIOUS ROY M. HEASTER, 33° 

Treasurer Emeritus 

STATED MEETINGS  

Alexandria Lodge of Perfection  
Second Friday of each month  
KENT S. WEBBER, KCCH  

Venerable Master 
Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix  

Second Friday  
January, March, May, November  
WILLIAM S. SHORTT, KCCH  

Wise Master  

Alexandria Council of Kadosh  
Second Friday  

January, March, May, November  
KEITH R. BUTLER, KCCH  

Commander  

Alexandria Consistory  
Second Friday  

March, June, September, December  
PETER E. TERRILL  

Master of Kadosh  
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
JANUARY 2014 
 
January 1st 
 
 
 
 
January 9th - 7:00 p.m. 
Master Craftsman 1 Study Group 
 
January 10th –  6:00 p.m. 
Awards Banquet 
(Reservations by January 6th) 
Auditorium Dedication - 7:20 p.m. 
     to Dave & Martha Glass 
Installation of Officers - 7:30 p.m. 
(all four Bodies) 
(Short) Valley Meeting follows 
(Council of Kadosh, Chapter Rose Croix 
& Lodge of Perfection) 
 
January 20th – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting—Culpeper 
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
January 22nd – 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Valley Club Meeting 
Stephens City 
(Meets at the Butcher Block Restaurant) 

 
January 23rd – 7:00 p.m.  
Master Craftsman 1 Study Group 
 
FEBRUARY 2014 
 

February 2nd 
Ground Hog Day 
 
February 14th – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
(Lodge of Perfection)  
 
February 17th - 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting - Culpeper 
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
 

February 20th - 7:00 p.m. 
Master Craftsman 1 Study Gp 
 
February 26th - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Valley Club Meeting 
(Meets in Woodstock) 
(Reservations required by Feb 21st) 

 
MARCH 2014 
 
March 14th - 6:30 p.m. 
Pre-meeting Dinner 
(Reservations by March 11th) 

Valley Meeting - 7:30 p.m. 
(Consistory, Council of Kadosh, Chapter 
Rose Croix and Lodge of Perfection) 
 
March 17th - 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting - Culpeper 
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 20th - 7:00 p.m. 
Master Craftsman 1 Study Group 
 
March 22nd - 8:00 a.m. 
Scottish Rite Workshop 
Richmond Scottish Rite Temple 
(coffee, donuts at 8:00 a.m. and lunch at 
Noon) 
Notify Secretary if you plan to attend. 
 
March 26th - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Valley Club Meeting 
Stephens City 
(Meets at the Butcher Block Restaurant) 

REMINDER: 
Club information on page 10. 
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