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MISSION: To provide a 
Masonic experience for 
members that makes them 
better educated and more 
knowledgeable Masons, 
gives them a venue for 
fellowship with Masons 
from Lodges throughout 
the Northern Virginia area, 
and offers them meaning-
ful community and 
philanthropic opportuni-
ties. 

VISION: To become a 
“University” of Freema-
sonry that motivates 
Masons to gain greater 
insight into Masonic 
history, philosophy, and 
symbolism, and inspires 
them to become leaders in 
promoting morality and 
civic virtue.

“Somewhere over the 
rainbow
Skies are blue,
And the dreams that 
you dare to dream
Really do come true.”

Beginning Our Second Century

You no doubt recognize the 
lyrics above as the second 

verse of “Over the Rainbow” 
from the 1939 musical fantasy 
film The Wizard of Oz. This 
song suggests the musical 
question, “Are the dreams 
we have for the Alexandria 
Scottish Rite a fantasy or will 
they come true as we travel the 
road ahead?” In large measure, 
as a member, you hold in your 
hands the answer to this riddle.
 The plans and dreams 
we have for this Valley of the 
AASR are reflected in several 
documents drafted, discussed 
and approved last year by the 
Valley Executive Council and 
by vote of the membership. 
They are published on the 
members’ only section of 
the Valley web page, www.
alexandriascottishrite.org. 
(Call the office to request the 
user name and password you 
will need to access this part of 

the site.) There you will find the 
Bylaws, Committee Charters 
and Strategic Plan, along with 
several other documents. 
 The Strategic Plan expresses 
what our members desire for 
their organization. It has not 
been handed down from above, 
although it is harmonious and 
fully in keeping with the goals 
and objectives of the Orient of 
Virginia and indeed the Supreme 
Council itself.  
 In this our Centennial Year, 
let us resolve to do our part to 
realize the dreams we have for 
a strong, relevant Alexandria 
Scottish Rite.

Objectives:
 

1. Establish an effective 
program to attract and retain 
members. 
2. Establish an Effective 
Governance Structure. 
3. Improve Valley Meetings and 
Programs. 
4. Institute a Comprehensive 
Program of Masonic Education 
and Training. 
5. Enhance the Image of 
Freemasonry and the Scottish 
Rite. 
6. Support and Expand the 
Philanthropic Activities of the 
Alexandria Valley. 
7. Provide the Framework for 
Financial Success by identifying 
mid-term (3 year) and long-term 
(4-8 year) financial goals and 
strategies. 



Dear Brethren:

 2011 is here already.  For some, 2010 seemed to 
go by in a flash and we were surprised at how quickly 
the year passed.  For others, it was a rough year and we 

were glad that it was over.  In either case, a new 
year presents an opportunity for us to examine 
where we are and where we want to be.  Instead 
of just going with the flow like a leaf blowing in 
the wind, we might want to set aside a moment 
for introspection.  I do not have in mind coming 
up with those superficial New Year’s resolutions 
which we so quickly forget.  But we could take 
a few moments to assess our life and set some 
realistic goals.  
 What set me thinking along these lines was 
not just the fact that we are entering a new year, 
but that I am moving.  As I contemplated the 
“unsparing ravages of age,” Gwen and I thought 
we should get a place with the master bedroom 

on the main level against the time when we could not 
climb the stairs.  It is not a traumatic move – only a 
few miles away and in the same zip code – and it turns 
out we are getting a bigger house with everything on 
the main level and a huge, fully finished basement to 
boot.  But after 25 years in the same place, it is a big 
change nonetheless.  
 What specifically triggered such introspection 

was the process of 
packing.  Gwen and 
I are collectors – 
well pack rats may 
be more accurate 
–  a n d  g o i n g 
through 25 years 

of accumulation and deciding what to take with 
us and what to leave behind set me thinking about 
what is really important and what is not.  So much 
of what we have we don’t use or need, or even want 
very much.  The truth of this is demonstrated most 
graphically when, after a natural disaster, the media 
interviews families that have lost their homes and all 
their possessions.  From the outside looking in, we are 
struck by their loss, but from their perspective, they 
feel blessed when they respond, “well my family is 
safe, and that is what is important.”  
 On a much more trivial level, as I reviewed all 
of the stuff I have collected over the years, I realized 
that the things that remain significant are some of the 
photographs and mementos that trigger memories 
of family and friends.  It is so often the intangible 
rather than the material that is important.  For in the 
end it is the relationships we have developed, and the 

Scottish Rite Bulletin

Ed Cohen, 33°
Personal Representative 
of the SGIG in 
Alexandria

PersonalRepresentative
 @alexandriascottishrite.org 

Personal Representative’s Message

friendships we have formed that are truly meaningful.  
It is what we have accomplished not what we have 
accumulated, what we have given, not what we have 
gotten, that is of most consequence.  

As we look ahead to 2011, I hope that in some small 
way Freemasonry has been, is, and will continue 

to be one of those important intangibles in your life 
as it is in mine.  And this brings me to the Alexandria 
Scottish Rite and 2011, our Centennial year.  For 100 
years Scottish Rite Masons like you and me have 
supported our Valley and the values of the Scottish 
Rite.  Our predecessors have left us with a legacy we 
can be proud of and it remains for each of us to build 
upon that legacy.  
 To ensure the future of our organization we need 
to give another generation of Masons the opportunity 
to join and partake of the benefits of Scottish Rite 
Masonry.  And, in this regard, we have set a goal of at 
least 100 candidates for our 2011 Reunions to celebrate 
our 100th anniversary.  Of course, setting goals is the 
easy part.  It is up to each of us to make this goal a 
reality and we need to begin right now by talking about 
the Scottish Rite with the Brethren in our Lodges.  But 
keeping the legacy alive means more than just getting 
new members, it means being relevant to our members 
and relevant to our community.  
 Being relevant to our members means having 
good programs at Valley meetings and having fun 
events for the entire family throughout the year.  In 
2011 we will be doing this with an awards dinner in 
January, a Friends and Family dinner and auction 
in March, a Ladies Appreciation and Widows 
Recognition dinner in May, a picnic in June, a special 
family event in August, and a Centennial gala in 
October.  It also means keeping in our thoughts and 
prayers our Brethren who are ill, who are grieving, and 
who are having difficulties of other kinds, and more 
actively seeing how we can be a blessing in their lives.  
In sum, it means tightening the bonds of friendship 
and looking out for our members.  
 Being relevant in our community means actively 
supporting the Scottish Rite charities – the RiteCare 
childhood language disorder programs, our Almoner 
fund, and our scholarship program, and finding other 
ways to provide help to those in need, particularly in 
these difficult economic times.  
 Our membership, our member retention, and 
our philanthropy committees have an active role to 
play in helping us to achieve these goals and they 
would welcome your help.  Won’t you consider 
joining these committees in 2011?  Contact me at 
personalrepresentative@alexandriascottishrite.org. 

Ed Cohen

 
 “Our predecessors have left us with a 
legacy we can be proud of and it remains 
for each of us to build upon that legacy”.



Venerable 
Master’s
Message

VenerableMaster
LodgeofPerfection

 @alexandriascottishrite.org

James A. 
Loudermilk, KCCH

Venerable Master*
Lodge of Perfection

Alexandria	Scottish	Rite	Bodies
Proposed	Budget	for	2011

Read	on	December	10,	2010	for	action	on	January	14,	2011	

A year ago, Alexandria Valley 
adopted a Strategic Objec-

tives and Implementation Plan 
intended to focus Valley resources 
and efforts on enhancing members’ 
enjoyment of the Scottish Rite 
while furthering their apprecia-
tion of its history, principles, phi-
lanthropies, and programs.  The 
Plan charges your Education and 
Americanism Committee with 
the lead responsibility for Objec-
tive Number 4, that states that we 
are to “Institute a Comprehensive 
Program of Masonic Education 
and Training.”  Four implementing 
Goals in support of this Objective, 
with multiple Actions under each 
are included, and now, as we begin 
a new year, it is time to report on 
what the Committee is doing in 
each of these task areas.

Goal A is to “Achieve increased 
participation in educational pro-
grams through the use of ap-
propriate tools and resources for 
improved communications and 
training.” The focus of this Goal 
is to make better use of the several 
means of Valley communications 
available to us, in order to better 
get educational information to our 
members. To this end, the Educa-
tion and Americanism Committee 
is providing information for each 
issue of our bi-monthly Valley 
Bulletin and is posting articles, 
instructional materials, and copies 
of educational programs on our 
Valley website under the members 
only link to the Education Com-
mittee pages. 

Goal B is to “Achieve an increased 
level of understanding of Scottish 
Rite precepts, principles and ob-
jectives through a wide range of 
Educational Programs.”  An Edu-
cational program is now included 
as part of each Valley meeting and, 
in addition to continuing the “de-
gree lessons” provided in the past, 

we have also arranged for infor-
mative presentations on other 
subjects such as the Almoner’s 
Fund, the Virginia Scottish Rite 
Foundation, and the Statutes of 
the Scottish Rite to name a few. 
Additionally, we are planning to 
introduce an “extracurricular” 
opportunity for those interested 
Master Craftsman Program 
students to get together periodi-
cally and to discuss the studies 
and questions contained in the 
course. 

Goals C and D address the 
development of training plans 
and materials for both the gen-
eral membership and for Valley 
Officers, respectively.  Much 
has been accomplished in both 
of these areas and has resulted 
in the initial publication of our 
Valley Operations Manual (see 
the “Procedures Handbook” 
posted in the members only 
section under “Documents”) 
and the initial Officer Training 
Course that was presented in 
three sessions on September 
11, October 28 and November 
20, 2010. The student materials 
for the Officer Training Course 
were also posted in the Valley 
Education Programs section of 
the Committee’s webpage.

The Strategic Plan Objectives 
and Goals each require unend-
ing, continual effort and each of 
the items discussed in this report 
reflect ongoing activities with 
both new programs planned and 
updates to existing documents 
and classes in various stages 
of work.  Much more is yet to 
be done and your Education 
and Americanism Committee 
looks forward to the continued 
opportunity to serve the Valley 
of Alexandria.   

From the Education and Americanism Committee

How are we doing on our Strategic Plan Tasks?

Norm  Hoff

During 2011 your Lodge of 
Perfection will join with 

the Valley’s other bodies 
in celebration of our Cen-
tennial Jubilee. Our Valley 
is strong. This year will 
make it stronger. A history 
is being prepared. Widely 
known Masonic speakers, 
together with our educa-
tion program, will help us 
consider all that has been 
accomplished. Special so-
cial activities will provide 
opportunities to renew rusty 
acquaintance and brighten the 
chain of ongoing friendship.  
 At our reunions we hope to  
add 100 new members. The new 
mentoring program will be a key 
element in converting those new 
members into regularly attending 
members. 2011 is going to be yet 
another memorable year for our 
Valley and I pledge my full ef-
forts to help make our centennial 
year a success.

*presumed Venerable Master
subject to elections in January

note: that DC Grand Lodge 
celebrates 200 years in 2011.

Note: $20,100 of the total expenses over income are budgeted building 
maintenance and repair costs that are covered by the building fund. 



Walter Scott Downs, 33° G.C. It is 
fitting that this first award should 
go to Ill. Walter Scott Downs for 
his leadership of the Valley, serving 
as the Personal Representative 
and as the Secretary for so many 
years.  He shepherded the Valley 
through good times and bad, and 

was responsible for putting in place the majority of the 
programs we enjoy and take for granted today.  

Norman L. Hoff, 33°  for his 
stewardship of the Alexandria 
Scot t ish Rite Education and 
Americanism Committee, and 
especially it’s many years of work 
on the ROTC/JROTC Program, the 
Outstanding Teacher Program, and 
much more.  And more recently for 

his stellar efforts to develop and implement an officers 
training program for the Valley.  This is something that 
has long been needed and will be a model not only for 
Alexandria but also for the rest of the Orient and beyond.  
He also developed the Valley Procedures Manual to add 
transparency to, and understanding of, the workings of 
the Valley. 

William B. Malone, 33° for his years 
of service to the Valley in preparing 
tax returns and conducting audits 
at virtually no cost and for his 
magnif icent portrayals in the 
Reunion degrees.  

Granville C. Canard, Jr., 33° for 
his tireless work as the head of the 
stage crew for our Spring and Fall 
Reunions for so many years.  The 
help available from the Brethren 
often was less than ideal, but in good 
times and bad, Ill. Jack was there to 
ensure that everything was in place 

and ready to go – and he made it seem easy and effortless 
although we all know it was neither.  

The Certificate of Appreciation for particularly 
notable work this year:

James D. Hawkins, KCCH for his 
work on the Bulletin.  Each issue has 
been outstanding; we have received 
compliments from a number of the 
Brethren, from the SGIG and from 
the Sovereign Grand Commander.  

Robert G. Watkins, 33° for leading 
the Strategic Planning effort of this 
Valley.  This was a very challenging 
task with a short deadline, yet the 
requirement for broad agreement and 
buy-in.  This was accomplished and 
we are implementing that Strategic 
Plan.  

Alexandria Valley Holds First Annual Awards Dinner

Friday, January 14, 2011

Freemasonry is not about the buildings but the Brethren, and is not simply about doing the ritual, but about doing 
the right thing.  Keeping both of these concepts in mind, the Alexandria Scottish Rite Valley is hosting its first 
annual awards dinner on Friday 14 January 2011 to say a well–deserved thank you to a few of the Brethren who 

are responsible for our successes.  
We will present awards for particularly meritorious long term service, for particularly notable work this year, and for 

Community Service.  The selection by our Executive Council was particularly difficult because so many have contrib-
uted so much.  We appreciate and value the efforts of all of these Brethren not just for what they do for the Scottish Rite, 
for the Alexandria Valley, and for Freemasonry, but even more for the warmth and wisdom they bring to our lives.
             Ed Cohen

The Certificate of Merit for particularly 
meritorious long term service:



David H. Smith, Sr.,  33°  for 
extraordinary behind the scenes 
work as Assistant Secretary, for his 
initiative in designing and producing 
our new Alexandria Scottish Rite 
stationery, the 100th anniversary 
logo, the Awards certificates, the 
Certificates for outgoing heads of 

bodies, and the ladies pin and card.  

The Community Service Award Certificate:  

Hon. Radella S. “Del” Pepper, 
who for the past 24 years has 
served the people of Alexandria as 
a Member of the Council and also 
previously as Vice Mayor of the City 
of Alexandria.  She also has been a 
long time supporter of the programs 
of the Alexandria Scottish Rite.

Hon. John D. Jenkins, 33° who since 
1982 has served the people of Prince 
William County.  He is the longest 
serving member of the Board of 
County Supervisors, and has been 
active in County and State planning 
and transportation issues.  He also 
has been an exemplary member and 

active supporter of the Alexandria Scottish Rite and its 
charities.  

Ralph W.  Smith, Jr., KCCH
Master of Kadosh 

Donald G. Phillips
Prior 

J Patrick Weyant, Jr.
Preceptor 

Peter E. Terrill
Chancellor

John T. Tillery
Minister of State

Romulo M. Capuno
Master of Ceremonies

Hector N. Mujica
Expert

Paul R. Kulp
Assistant Expert

Peter S. Jensen
Captain of the Guard

 Award Recipients 
will be honored at 
our pre-meeting 
dinner on Friday, 
January 14, 2011. 
Dinner and program begin at  
6:00 P.M. Wives and guests are 
encouraged to attend. 

ALEXANDRIA CONSISTORY FOR 2011



Please reserve _________ dinners for the Scottish Rite Friends and Family Dinner and Benefit Auction on 
Saturday March 19, 2011.Enclosed is

my check for $____________ ($50.00 per person).
Name:____________________________________________________________

Daytime Phone No.: ( _____ ) __________________
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: Alexandria Scottish Rite

SEND CHECK TO: P.O. Box 175
Alexandria, VA 22313-0175

 On March 19, 2011 we will host a program of the Supreme Council, the “Scottish Rite Friends and 
Family Dinner and Benefit Auction”. The purpose of this program is to raise funds for Scottish Rite 
philanthropies while creating an excellent opportunity for food, fellowship, and fun.
 The event will include a delicious three-course Chinese banquet. The Peking Duck/Duck Chang 
restaurant group will cater this event. Both silent and live auctions will be held.  The auctions will consist 
of artwork, Masonic items, jewelry, furniture and many more unique items that were especially selected 
for the event. We encourage Brethren who have suitable items that might be included in the charity 
auction to donate them to the Alexandria Scottish Rite.  Two-thirds of the net proceeds will be used to 
support the Valley’s RiteCare programs and 1/3 will go to the House of the Temple Historic Preservation 
Foundation, Inc. Make your reservations early. 

SCOTTISH RITE FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
DINNER 
AND 

BENEFIT AUCTION
Saturday, March 19, 2011 

6:00 P.M.

CE
NT

EN
NIA

L

EV
EN

T

Come one, come all. Families and friends are welcome. 
Space is limited. Make your reservations early.

Reservation deadline is Monday, March 14, 2011. SORRY, NO PHONE RESERVATIONS CAN BE
ACCEPTED. No tickets issued, but all reservations will be checked in by name at the Dining Room
entrances.

6



OUR BUILDING FUND

 This fund allows us to handle 
unanticipated major maintenance, 
and to improve our facility. Those 
who are listed below have con-
tributed at least $100.00, and their 
names will be placed on the wall 
plaque in the lobby.

Nelson R. Bullock, KCCH
 in honor of

 David L. Greenspan, 33°

Carl R. Gagliardi, KCCH

50 YEAR HONOREES

 We will be honoring our 50 
year members as part of our an-
nual awards night dinner and stated 
meeting on January 14, 2011  They 
are:

Eli L. Adler
Robert L. Bateman

Michael D. Brownell
Richard E. Hineman

Dale E. Shatzer  

DINNER PAYMENT PLAN

 We have a pre-meeting din-
ner every other month. Instead of 
paying individually for each meal, 
we now offer a six ticket plan for 
$36.00 that will not only be more 
convenient, but also will protect 
you against a possible increase in 
meal costs during the year. 
 Our January meeting will fea-
ture a pre-meeting meal. As this 
will also be our awards meeting; we 
would like to see a large turnout.  

January - February 2011

David C. Morris, 33°
Secretary of all 
Four Bodies

Secretary
 @AlexandriaScottishRite.org

Congratulations to 
the most recent 

members to complete 
the program:

Master 
Craftsman

Kent S. Webber

Aubey A.  
Dellinger, Jr., 

33°

Bradley L. Rees

Master 
Craftsman

Master 
Craftsman, II

 
Kent A. D. Clark

From the 
Secretary’s Desk

DaveMorris

It now costs 44¢ for just about 
every piece of mail returned, 
and we may not find out about 
the change for weeks.

  A proud Kent S. Webber displays 
his Master Craftsman Certificate upon 
receiving it from Venerable Master 
Mike Riley, KCCH , at a recent meeting 
of the Alexandria Lodge of Perfection. 
Our Secretary, Dave Morris, KCCH, 
is shown (r) joining in the presentation 
ceremony.

This publication can be 
viewed in full color at www.
AlexandriaScottishRite.org. 

Also on the 
web:
Orient of 
Virginia 
newsletter at 
http://yib.com 
TheVirginiaLight/ 



SCOTTISH RITE BULLETIN 
of the 

Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia

James Deloss Hawkins, KCCH, Editor
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org

 All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear
in this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree, unless 
otherwise indicated.

 The Secretary of the four coordinate Bodies is 
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°. 

 The Assistant Secretary is Illustrious David H. 
Smith, Sr., 33°

 The Treasurer is Illustrious Roy M. (Marty) 
Heaster, 33°

The mailing address is: P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 
22313. The Office Phone is: (703) 998-9044. The Fax 
Number is: (703) 778-2804.

The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at 1430 
West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302. 

Please notify the Secretary immediately of any 
change of address, phone number or e-mail address. 
This is very important so that you may receive The 
Scottish Rite Journal and other publications and 
correspondence without delay.

THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED
 Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought 
our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, 
and the guarantee of equal rights to all people 
everywhere our ultimate goal. 

ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°
is Sovereign Grand Commander

ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°
is Grand Treasurer General and
SGIG in the Orient of Virginia

ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°
is Personal Representative
of the SGIG in Alexandria

ILLUSTRIOUS WALTER SCOTT DOWNS, 33°, GC
is Secretary Emeritus

STATED MEETINGS

Alexandria Lodge of Perfection
Second Friday of each month

JAMES A. LOUDERMILK, KCCH*
Venerable Master

Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix
Second Friday

January, March, May, November
CARL R. GAGLIARDI, KCCH*

Wise Master

Alexandria Council of Kadosh
Second Friday

January, March, May, November
ROGER W. PEAK, KCCH*

Commander

Alexandria Consistory
Second Friday

March, June, September, December
RALPH W. SMITH, JR., KCCH

Master of Kadosh
* subject to January elections

Scottish Rite Bulletin
ALEXANDRIA SCOTTISH RITE BODIES

Post Office Box 175
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-0175

Return Service Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
MERRIFIELD, VA
PERMIT No. 6203

JANUARY 2011

Dates to Remember

CHANGE OF ADDRESS



SCOTTISH RITE CLUBS

Friday, 14th  – 6:00 P.M.
Awards Banquet 

(reservations required by Monday, January 10th)
Council, Chapter & Lodge of 

Perfection Meetings (Elections)



Monday, 17th  – 6:30 P.M
Blue Ridge Club

Meeting in Culpeper
(reservations required by Friday, January 14th) 

Because of the holidays, the 
Shenandoah Valley Club has not 

met since October; the Blue Ridge 
Club, not since November when their 
gala 20th anniversary event took place.

On Monday, January 17, the Blue 
Ridge Club will hold forth at the lodge 
in Culpeper.  On February 21, the loca-
tion will shift over to the lodge at The 
Plains.  The Shenandoah Valley’s 
meeting on Wednesday, January 26 
will take place at the lodge in Front 
Royal, and on February 23 alternate 
over to the lodge in Woodstock.

All arrangements are the same for 
both clubs:  dinner at 6:30, short, infor-
mal meeting and brief program after-
wards, ending by 7:45, and lots of hap-
py fellowship throughout.

The clubs support the Scottish 
Rite in many ways, and we need to 
support them by attending these 
monthly events.  The usual time to 
leave the Alexandria area is 4 PM in 
car pools or by individual drivers.  
Bring your lady, and look forward to a 
different and enjoyable evening.  Call 
Walter Downs (703-768-7903) by the 
Friday before each meeting you would 
like to attend.  If you attend once, you 
will want to attend more often!

Saturday 22nd  – Open Installation of 
Officers

(all four bodies) – 7:30 PM
Auditorium

Wednesday, 26th  – 6:30 P.M
Shenandoah Valley Club
Meeting in Front Royal

(reservations required by Friday, January 21st) 



FEBRUARY 2011

Monday, February 21st  – 6:30 P.M
Blue Ridge Club

Meeting in The Plains
(reservations required by Friday, February 18th) 

Wednesday, February 23rd  – 6:30 P.M
Shenandoah Valley Club
Meeting in Woodstock

(reservations required by Friday, February 18th) 

Friday, 11th  – 6:00 P.M.
Executive Council Meeting

Lodge of Perfection – 7:30 P.M.
Refreshments – 9:00 P.M.


